Church Notices
Saturday 23rd / Sunday 24th September 2017
DONNYBROOK PARISH
CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART
www.donnybrookparish.ie

TWENTY- FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FIRST COLLECTION is for the support of priests of this parish, shared with the priests of the
Diocese through the Common Fund. The SECOND COLLECTION is for SHARE, the diocesan
fund for development, the provision of central pastoral and administrative services.
CROSSCARE The Annual Collection for CROSSCARE (the Diocesan Social Care Agency) which
replaced SHARE collection last weekend received over €9,600 in contributions, many thanks!
FAMILY MASS The Family Mass are holding a social coffee morning this Sunday in the Parish
Centre after the 10:30am ‘Do This In Memory’ Enrolment Mass. All welcome!
Any child interested in joining the Choir this year, the first rehearsals are taking place next
Saturday (30th September) at 4:45pm in the Parish Centre. New members are most welcome!
CHILD SAFEGUARDING & PROTECTION This Sunday is the Diocesan Child Safeguarding
Day, a day to be reminded of our responsibility as a parish to ensure that our parish is a safe
place for children to grow as disciples of Jesus. Please take a copy of this notice home and
read the letter from the Archbishop overleaf/...
MERRION ROAD PARISH FUN DAY Merrion Road hosts its annual Parish Family Fun Day after
12 noon Mass this Sunday on the church grounds. All welcome!
MASS FOR OPENING OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR Archbishop Martin will celebrate Mass for the
opening of the Academic Year this Monday (25 th Sept) at 7:30pm in the Church of Our Lady
Seat of Wisdom, DCU/St Patrick’s Campus. Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
A FILM EVENING FOR YOUNG ADULTS will be held this Thursday (28th Sept) at 7.30pm in the
parish meeting rooms of Sandymount. We will be showing the French Iranian film 'Persepolis'
which is about a young girl as she comes of age against the backdrop of the Iranian Revolution.
It hopes to be an enjoyable evening. If you have any questions, contact Clodagh on 087 2489722.
ST MARY’S NATIONAL SCHOOL ENROLMENT DAY for Junior Infants 2018 will take place in
Belmont Avenue, on Monday 2 nd October – 5:00pm to 7:00pm.
FEASTS THIS WEEK:
•
•
•

St Vincent de Paul, priest (Wed, 27th)
SS MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS (Fri, 29th)
St Jerome, priest and doctor of the Church (Sat, 30th)

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Recently Deceased: Finola Quinn, Helen (Eileen) Costello,
Carmel Fitzgerald, Francis Shibanda, Jimmy Magee and David Kurokawa RIP
Months Mind: Tom Dillon RIP
•
•
•

6:00pm: Teresa Coffey (Anniversary)
10:30am: Mathew Deans (Anniversary)
12:00pm: Roderick Connolly (Anniversary)

Also:

Mark Taylor, George O’Connor and Kate Muldowney (Anniversaries)
P.T.O/..

Safeguarding Sunday September 24th
Letter from Archbishop Diarmuid Martin
Sunday 24 September is Diocesan Safeguarding Day. I wish to take this opportunity to address you on
this vital matter and to thank you for all of the work you have been doing to make the Church in Dublin a
safer place for children.
As we prepare for the World Meeting of Families in Dublin next August, we should recall the words of
Pope Francis: “Families need to know that the Church is making every effort to protect their children.
They should also know that they have every right to turn to the Church with full confidence, for it is a safe
and secure home”.
Considerable efforts have been made in the Archdiocese of Dublin to ensure that the Church is a safe
and secure home for children. Last year alone, nearly 1,200 people attended one day safeguarding
training sessions and a further 1,500 attended information sessions. We now have almost 400 parish
safeguarding representatives who are working alongside clerical and lay colleagues to ensure that best
safeguarding practice is followed in each of our 199 parishes. I commend this work and I am grateful to
those of you who have accepted this responsibility.
There have been significant developments over the past 12 months or so. In 2016, the state vetting
legislation came into operation. Up to that point, vetting was a matter of good practice. Now it is become
a legal requirement for those working with children and vulnerable persons. The system for applying for
vetting changed and this placed an extra burden on parishes and, most particularly, on those parish
workers and volunteers who are not familiar or comfortable with computers and with communicating by
email. I want to thank you for bearing with the anxiety and trouble this has caused you.
The second major development is linked to the first. It concerns vulnerable adults. As we know people
who are vulnerable are open to abuse and exploitation just as children are. Irish society has come to
recognise the need for laws, such as the vetting legislation, and services to protect vulnerable persons.
The Health Service Executive now has dedicated teams of social workers working with vulnerable adults.
I have asked the diocesan Advisory Panel on Child Protection, the diocesan Safeguarding Committee
and the Child Safeguarding and Protection Service to extend their remit to include vulnerable adults. An
interim policy on safeguarding vulnerable adults has been developed and issues related to the
safeguarding of vulnerable adults are being integrated into the safeguarding training delivered by the
Child Safeguarding and Protection Service. There will be further developments in this area over the
coming years.
We have seen a welcome decline in the number of child abuse allegations coming to the attention of the
diocesan Child Safeguarding and Protection Service. However, a decline does not mean that such
allegations have ceased, only that there are fewer of them. There are no grounds for complacency. It is
important that we remain committed to this vital work.
I ask you also to pray for and remember those who were abused as children and who continue to suffer
as a consequence.
With prayerful good wishes,
Yours sincerely,

+ Diarmuid Martin
Archbishop of Dublin

