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WELCOME
On behalf of the Parish Community 
I extend a warm welcome to all who 
have joined our parish in recent 
times. Some have told me how much 
they appreciated the welcome they 
received from their neighbours. Many 
have commented on the wonderful 
example of prayer and reverence 
given by those who have joined our 
parish from distant lands and who 
are such a blessing for the parish. 
In the coming months a number 
of new apartment and housing 
developments will receive their first 
residents and I am sure that they will 
find in the Parish of the Sacred Heart 
Donnybrook a place of welcome and 
an oasis of prayer at such a busy time 
in their lives. We also look forward 
to welcoming back the Poor Clare 
Sisters when the renovations to their 
Monastery on Simmonscourt Road 
are complete.

LENT 2007 
Ash Wednesday 21st February marks 
the beginning of Lent. May we 
endeavour to open the doors of our 
hearts to Christ during the Lenten 
Season and accept his invitation 
‘Come and See’. In our humble and 
struggling efforts we are not alone 
- we have the Holy Spirit, as Helper, 
always with us. Sister Ruth Burrows, a 
Carmelite nun and author of ‘Essence 
of Prayer’ emphasises that what God 

longs for us to do is to live in the truth 
Jesus reveals. ‘This means believing in 
God’s absolute unconditional love, 
not in a notional way but one that 
transforms our attitudes and whole 
approach to life. We cannot hope for 
this real knowledge without effort on 
our part’. Think says St John ‘Think 
of the love the Father has for us’ (1 
Jn 3.1)

LENTEN TALKS
Monsignor Sherry has again kindly 
agreed to give a number of Lenten 
Talks in the Parish Centre at 8 p.m. 
on Wednesdays 28th February, 7th 
March, 21st March and 28th March. 
The first two talks will reflect on 
prayer and in particular prayer in 
the presence of Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. The later talks on 21st & 
28th March are entitled ‘Thoughts 
on the Passion’.

GOSPEL REFLECTION 
There will also be a Gospel Reflection 
meeting in the Parish Centre on the 
Tuesdays of Lent at 8 p.m. facilitated 
by Sister Bertha, Parish Sister. 
All welcome.

ADORATION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Adoration Chapel 
Monday & Wednesdays 9a.m.- 5p.m. 
Tuesdays 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
All welcome. 

Fr Pat Carroll PP

PRAYER FOR A REKINDLING 
OF FAITH IN IRELAND
Lord we thank you for the countless 
blessings you poured out on Ireland 
in the past. 

We praise you for the way in which 
your grace found expression in many 
generous and loving lives. 

We are grateful for the unprecedent-
ed prosperity we currently enjoy.

However, we regret, that the flame 
of the Spirit has sometimes been 
quenched by an idolatrous pursuit of 
power, pleasure, popularity and pos-
sessions. 

We confess Lord, that many of us 
have gone astray, and selfishly  re-
written the commandments to suit 
ourselves. 

We believe that you came to cast fire 
upon the earth and long to renew 
your wonders in our day as by a new 
Pentecost.

Help us to fan the embers of our 
smouldering faith into a lively flame, 
especially by means of regular peri-
ods of personal and family prayer.

Mary Mother of Jesus, we entrust Ire-
land to your motherly care. 

In the past our people remained 
faithful to your Son in times of per-
secution. 

We now pray that we may also re-
main faithful, in times of prosperity.

Amen.



BUXTEHUDE,
‘MEMBRA JESU NOSTRI’
Sacred Heart Church,
Saturday 31st March, 7.30 p.m.
On Saturday 31 March, the eve of Palm 
Sunday, at 7.30 p.m., there will be a 
performance of Dietrich Buxtehude’s 
Membra Jesu Nostri (The Wounds of our 
Lord Jesus) held in the church. This is 
a set of seven cantatas, rarely heard 
in Ireland, reflecting on Our Lord’s 
Passion. The year 2007 marks the 300th 
anniversary of the death of Buxtehude 
(1637–1707), and this performance, 
together with scripture readings, will 
form part of the celebration of Holy 
Week in our parish.

The Buxtehude cantatas will be 
directed by Michael Quinn, recently 
appointed as organist in our church, 
and performed by a small ensemble 
of highly experienced singers and 
string players on period instruments. 
Admission is free, and a retiring 
collection will be taken up in aid of 
Blackrock Hospice. We would greatly 
appreciate the support of parishioners 
who are interested in sponsoring this 
special event; please contact Fr Pat 
Carroll (01 2838311).

NEW ORGANIST
Michael Quinn took up the post of 
organist in Donnybrook at the start of 
January 2007. He was formerly organ 
scholar of St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. 
He studied at Trinity College and 
later at the Royal Conservatory, The 
Hague and King’s College London. 
We welcome him and wish him well.

CHINESE PROVERB
Let those who drink from the water, 
remember with gratitude those who 
dug the well.

THE VISION OF A   
SUCCESSFUL BREW
Capetown, South Africa a city of spec-
tacular beauty and stark inequalities.

On landing at the airport you see 
mile after mile of shanty towns. A 
parishioner told the newsletter that she 
visited the township of Imizamo Yethu 
at Hout Bay. There she met the founder 
of the T-Bag Design project, Jill Heyes. 
While having a cup of tea with some 
of the ladies Jill came up with the idea 
of making postcards and gifts from 
used tea bags. They are dried out and 
ironed flat. The tea bag is then used as 
a mini canvas for small ethnic artwork. 
Their range has expanded to include 
candles, table mats and coasters bags 
and plant pots.

As one of the ladies said ‘we never have 
to buy tea bags, even people from the 
U.S. who know our business send their 
used tea bags to Hout Bay. The nice 
thing is you never know who drank the 
tea, this one might have been Nelson 
Mandela’s.’

Jill, as a former art teacher, has passed 
on her skills to the women. One of 
them, Mrs. Nomsa, works as a char 4 
days a week and the additional money 
she makes from painting T-bags has 
helped her to move from a shack to a 
three bed roomed house.

This parishioner is exploring the possi-
bility of sending used tea bags to Hout 
Bay. Many people put their tea bags in 
their compost bin. One can still do this, 
but just save the bags for this worth-
while recycling project. Anybody who 
is interested could leave their dried tea 
bags in a plastic bag and drop it into 
the parish shop.

For more information see 
www.tbagdesigns.co.za

A PEOPLE’S PILGRIMAGE 
FOR FATHERHOOD
On the Feast of St Joseph
Monday 19th March 2007 
(Bank Holiday)

A special day to honour Fatherhood 
through the person of St Joseph in 
Knock. Men & women are invited to 
share this special day by travelling on 
pilgrimage with their sons and daugh-
ters. The springtime day trip from 
Dublin to Knock through beautiful 
countryside offers the opportunity to 
all parents - especially fathers - to put 
aside all material matters and dis-
cover their son’s or daughter’s com-
pany without distraction for one day. 
Pilgrims will be able to avail of mass 
and confession if they wish in an at-
mosphere of reflection and prayer. 
This is also a wonderful occasion to 
meet others in a comfortable atmos-
phere: travel is by luxury coach and 
a three-course lunch and comfort 
stops are included in the package.
Pre-booking is essential.

Tel: Pat: 01-496529 or Ann; 01-
4914630 Cost: €45.00 (€35.00 for 
children)

SHEILA DONNELLY
OF ROY FOX
 July 1907 – August 2006
Only a few days ago I was in work (Roy 
Fox) when in hopped a robin, it stayed 
for quite a while seeming very at ease. 
One of our customers said ‘It might 
have been your Gran’, and I imagine 
she was right. My Gran, Sheila, was 
most at home and probably happiest 
in the shop. I can’t say she had any 
hobbies or outside interests, she just 
lived to talk or listen to people. At 
night I’d lie with my head on her lap 
and listen to her mull over the day, or 
reminisce until her mouth would run 
dry. People think they need to travel 
to far off places or have a certain job 
to feel like they’d done something 
with their life, but my Gran woke up 
happy every morning because she was 
only 100 yards from exactly where 
she wanted to be.
Joanne Donnelly

Michael Quinn, 
Organist

Mrs Nomsa MzukwaMrs Jill Heyes

Pauline Graham, 
Soprano



NEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The inaugural Lecture of the 
Ballsbridge, Donnybrook and Sandy-
mount Historical Society was held to 
a packed audience in the Ballsbridge 
College of Further Education on Jan-
uary 17th last. 

Dr. Séamas Ó Maitiú delivered an 
illustrated lecture entitled The Hu-
mours of Donnybrook which dealt 
with Donnybrook Fair from its ori-
gins in the 13th century to its demise 
in the 1860s. 

The Society plan to hold their next 
lecture entitled The Pembroke Estate 
Papers by Aideen Ireland from the 
National Archives at the same ven-
ue on 21st March next at 7.30 p.m. 
(Subject to confirmation). 

Further details available from Liz 
Turley or Angela O’Connell at 
Pembroke Library, or John Holohan 
on 4961110. 

MR. PETER SUTHERLAND
Congratulations to our parishioner 
Peter Sutherland on his appointment 
as Consultor of the administration 
of the Patrimony of the Holy See 
(APSA). 

APSA is the office of the Roman Curia 
which has the function of supervising 
and governing the temporal goods of 
the Administrations that are depend-
ant on the Holy See, or of which the 
Holy See has charge, whatever the 
autonomy these administrations may 
happen to enjoy. 

HAROLD BROWNE
Congratulations Harold on the recent 
dedication to you of a lecture theatre 
at the Royal College of Surgeons.

Dr. Séamas Ó Maitiú 

NEWS FROM THE PASTORAL COUNCIL
How many Catholics are there in Donnybrook parish? Are there parishioners 
who need help and what is being done to help them? How could the liturgy 
be improved? Good planning needs information and the Pastoral Council 
has set three groups to answer these questions. The groups have been at 
work since Christmas, consulting with those involved in the liturgy, those 
active in ‘good works’ and considering how a census of the Parish should be 
conducted. 

By the end of March the Council will report what they have found to the parish. 
They hope many parishioners will read the report and join in the discussions 
that will help decide how the parish can improve its prayer and worship and 
in its actions show more effective witness to the love of Christ. 

Kevin Malone, Vincent Keavney, Niall Loftus, Frank Litton, 
Fr Declan Gallagher, Daragh Mulvagh

Esther McGrath, Sr Bertha Lee, Marie Brady, Lil O’Leary, 
Fr Pat Carroll, Sr Nora O’Connor, John Donnelly

Deirdre Leonard

Tony MacDonald

NOVENA OF GRACE
The Novena of Grace prayer will be 
recited at 10.00 a.m. Mass on week-
days and 10.30 a.m. Mass on Sunday 
from March 4th to March 12th.

CARMELITE FATHERS
We extend our best wishes to the 
Carmelite Fathers on moving into 
their new centre of spirituality in 
Avila.

There is a 6 p.m. Mass in Avila 
(Chapel in new Centre of Spirituality)
Monday to Friday

RICHARD JOHNSON
Congratulations to our parishioner  
Mr. Justice Richard Johnson who 
was appointed President of the High 
Court last December.

CONFIRMATION
10th March

This year, the sacrament of 
Confirmation will be administered 
by Archbishop Diarmuid Martin, to 
the pupils of the Teresian School and 
St. Mary’s Primary School, Belmont 
Avenue at 11 a.m., on Saturday 10th 
March. The morning Mass will be 
held at 9.30 a.m. to facilitate the 
ceremony. Items for confirmation 
can be purchased in the parish shop.

ASH WEDNESDAY
21st February 

A day of fasting and abstinence.
There will a 6.00 p.m. Mass on Ash 
Wednesday only. 
Masses during Lent will be 
at 7.30 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS



WORLD YOUTH DAY
World Youth Day is the Catholic 
Church’s week of events for youth 
and with youth. It gathers thousands 
of young people from around the 
world to celebrate and learn about 
the Catholic faith and to build 
bridges of friendship and hope 
between continents, peoples and 
cultures. Initiated by Pope John Paul 
II in Rome in 1986, World Youth 
Day was established as an annual 
event and a way to reach out to the 
next generation of Catholics and 
spread the Church’s teachings. The 
next World Youth Day will be held 
in Sydney, Australia from 15-20 July 
2008 and the event will mark the first 
visit to Australia of His Holiness Pope 
Benedict XVI.

Catholic Youth Care will begin taking 
bookings for WYD soon. It is open to 
those aged over 18.

For further information please see 
www.wyd.ie OR www.wyd2008.org

GOSPEL SHARING
A Gospel sharing prayer meeting will 
be held in the Parish Centre at 8 p.m. 
on each Tuesday during Lent. The 
session will last no longer than one 
hour. 
Partners in Faith ran a course before 
Lent 2004 on the seven step meth-
od of scripture sharing and a small 
prayer group has been sharing every 
month since. It is not proposed to 
run the course again at this time but 
these sessions propose to jump in off 
the deep end and explore the Lenten 
Sunday readings using the scripture 
sharing method. All are welcome to 
attend.
Daragh Mulvagh 2694482 

CHURCH CLEANING
Help Needed for just one hour each 
month. On the 1st Tuesday each 
month after 10 a.m. Mass a group 
of us (men and women) clean the 
church and have tea/coffee after-
wards. 

If you would like to join us please 
telephone Enda - 6604754

MARRIAGES
We congratulate

Ruairí Costello and Jennifer Gleeson

David O’Connell and 
Jennifer O’Brien

Donal Kennedy and 
Andrea McAllister

Liam Young and Margaret Daly

Our former organist Cormac Brady 
and Monique Timberlake

and wish them every happiness

DECEASED
We extend the sympathy of the 

parish to the families of the 
following who died recently 

Rory Heron
Patrick Hagan
Sheila Cleary
Brigid Rutter
Mary Grealy
Pat O’Brien
Anne Joye

Marie Jones
Liam Little

Mary McNamara
Tom Hayes

David Mooney
Fr. Desmond Hogan

Willie Maguire
Anne Nutley
Eddie Doyle

Benedict Kiely
Mary Foster

CURA SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
We are holding  Information Meetings 
for those interested in volunteering at 
Royal Dublin Hotel, O’Connell St., 
on Thurs 15th March at 11 a.m. - 12 
noon and 7.30 p.m. - 8.30 p.m.
Both men and women are welcome.
For further information 
Tel: 01 671 0598 www.cura.ie

BAPTISMS
We welcome the following, 

recently baptised to the Christian 
Community  in Donnybrook.

Rebecca Ava Keogh
Ruby Rose Cole

Louis Peter Gumbrielle Roden
Johnny Hely-O’Connor

Conor Igantius Dumbleton Carney
Conor Martin Walsh

Jan-Jan M.Cacho
Finn Byrne

Gavan Richard Cooke
Finn Oliver Lavington

Harry Alan Cooke
Emilia Ellen McElroy

Gwyneth Alexander O’Rourke
Philip Niall Duffy

Cushla Kate Treacy
Ruben Joseph Walshe
Helen  Leah  Walshe
Sarah Connaughton
Douglas Frank Nagle

Catherine O’Connor and
Alexander O’Connor

Matt Ethan Lamig
James Kevin Stanley

Callum Richard Morris
Fiachra Conall Enright

NEWSLETTER
The Newsletter team invite parishioners 
who may like to submit short articles 
or notices for publication in the 
Newsletter (subject to space and 
relevancy) to write care of the Parish 
Office or e-mail Mulvagh@vodafone.ie.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Coreen Dennis  269 4852
Mary McDonogh  269 2338
Daragh Mulvagh  269 4482
Louis Smith  269 8713
Grainne Davitt  283 8252
Mary Plunkett  668 3407

SPONSORS
Declan and Joan Costello have 
kindly sponsored this edition of the 
newsletter. We are most grateful for 
their generosity.


