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Resurrection Scene from the 
stained glass in the Adoration chapel

The Easter Triduum begins on Holy 
Thursday with evening Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper at 7.30 pm. Assisted by 
the sacred rites of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and the solemn Easter Vigil we will 
relive the passion, death and resurrection 
of the Lord. 

These are very special days to reawaken 
in us a more intense desire to be united 
with Christ and follow him generously.

In addition to the institution of the 
Priesthood, Christ’s total self-giving of 
himself to humanity in the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist is commemorated on Holy 
Thursday.

On the very night he was betrayed he 
left, as Sacred Scripture recalls, the 
new commandment of fraternal love 
and carried out the striking gesture of 
the washing of the feet. After the Mass 
of Holy Thursday there  is a period of 
Eucharistic Adoration at the Altar of 
Repose in memory of the Lord’s agony 
in the Garden of Gethsemane. This was 
for Jesus the hour of abandonment 
and solitude which was followed in the 
middle of the night by the arrest and 
the beginning of the painful journey to 
Calvary.

On Good Friday the solemn celebration 
of the Lord’s Passion takes place at 
3 pm. Good Friday, a day of fast and 
abstinence, is orientated towards the 
contemplation of the cross. The cross, 
wrote Pope Leo the Great in the 5th 
Century, ‘is the source of all blessings 
and the cause of all blessings’. 

On Holy Saturday we remain in silent 
prayer united spiritually with Mary 
contemplating the cruel death of her son.

At 9 pm on Holy Saturday the solemn 

MASS ON RTÉ TELEVISION
Donnybrook will lead the celebrations in 
the televised Mass from RTÉ on 15th April 
at 11.25 am.

ADORATION CHAPEL
The chapel will be closed Easter Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Re-opening 
from Monday 16th April 2007.

THANKS
Thanks to Monsignor Sherry for his 
enlightening talks during lent.

Thanks also to Sister Bertha for the Faith 
Sharing prayer meetings on the Tuesdays 
of Lent.

Easter Vigil will commence during which 
the joyous Easter ‘Gloria’ ‘Exultet’ and 
‘Alleluia’ will be sung, joyful because 
Christ has now risen and conquered 
death.

We are encouraged to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Penance during this Holy 
Season and our Penitential Rite in 
preparation for Easter will be celebrated 
at 8 pm on the Wednesday of Holy Week. 
Let us allow ourselves to be reconciled to 
Christ in order to experience more deeply 
the joy he communicates to us in his 
resurrection.

Fr Pat Carroll, P.P.

HAPPY EASTER 
Fr Pat Carroll, P.P., Fr Declan Gallagher 
C.C., Monsignor Richard Sherry P.E. 
and the Newsletter team wish all our 
parishoners and all who attend the 
Church of the Sacred Heart a Happy and 
a Holy Easter.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
The Pastoral Council has settled 
into a regular pattern of work. Three 
subcommittees are meeting groups 
within the Parish, collecting information 
and considering new initiatives. For 
example, over the last couple of weekends 
the numbers attending Mass have been 
counted to provide an estimate of the 
numbers attending Sunday Mass in the 
Parish. The groups meet often and report 
back to the full, monthly, meeting of the 
Council. The Council plans to report 
their findings to the Parish before the 
summer, giving all a chance to consider 
how the Parish can become a more vital 
Eucharistic community bearing witness 
to its faith. 



MEETING OF THE MINISTERS 
OF THE WORD
Monday  5th March 2007
A meeting took place in the Parish 
Centre on Monday 5th March of existing 
and new Ministers of the Word. Father 
Declan chaired the meeting and Father 
Pat gave his every support.

There was a very good attendance on a 
wet and windy night and altogether we 
now have a list of 36 Ministers from 
which to draw to proclaim the Word 
at the Saturday evening and Sunday 
Masses. 

Rosters were drawn up for March and 
April and a Booklet and a Web Page on 
proclaiming the Word were available for 
all those present.

The next meeting will be towards the end 
of April to frame the Rosters for May 
and June and to preview some of the Old 
and New Testament readings that will be 
coming into focus.

POBAL DÉ
The 21st public Pobal Dé Conference was 
held on 10th February last. The theme 
was ‘Is laity involvement at a crossroads’. 
The speakers were Maureen Traynor, 
registered family therapist, former director 
of the Vincentian Mission team, member 
of the Laity Commission, who has served 
in the Dublin archdiocese on Parish 
Renewal and Development; David Wells, 
Adult Parish Formation in the diocese of 
Plymouth; Rev Bruce Bradley SJ, lecturer 
and author with interest in spirituality.
The conference dealt with the core 
understanding of the church as the 
people of God in communion with Christ 
and with each other and envisaging an 
empowering role for the laity.
Measures to bring effective dialogue to 
open lines of communications within the 
church community, the call to mission, 
preaching of the Word and effective Parish 
Councils were discussed.
Information c/o 58 Belmont Avenue, 
Donnybrook, Dublin 4.

PENITENTIAL RITE
The Penitential Rite will take place on 
Wednesday, 4th April at 8 pm.
Please see the main porch for further 
times of confession.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
St. Mary’s National School will celebrate 
Holy Communion on the 5th May at 
11.00 am & The Teresian School the 
following Saturday, 12th May at 11.00 
am. The morning Masses on both days 
will be celebrated at 9.30 am.

Sunday March 18 was a red-letter 
day for the Carmelites in ‘Avila’, 
Morehampton Road. Their new Centre 
was formally opened and their new 
chapel was consecrated by Archbishop 
Diarmuid Martin in a moving Eucharistic 
celebration attended by 120 guests, 
including representatives of those 
involved in the design and construction 
of the new Centre. The ‘New Avila’ is 
built alongside the old building which 
now serves as the headquarters for the 
Conference of Religious (CORI).

The new Centre is primarily non-
residential, although eight rooms and 
two hermitages are available for those 
wishing to do directed retreats or spend 
some quiet time on their own.  The Centre 
is well laid out, with four conference 
rooms of varying sizes, a large tea room 
and a beautiful new chapel, designed 
by Paul O’Daly, with liturgical pieces by 
Mark Ryan and stained-glass windows 
by George Walsh. The Centre contains 
a Priory for the resident community (six 
priests and four students). The overall 
architect for the entire project was Paul 
Clinton. 

In his homily at the consecration, the 
Archbishop referred to the long history 
of the Carmelites in Donnybrook, going 
back to 1875, and he expressed the 
hope that their ministry of prayer and 
spirituality will continue with renewed 
vigour in their new surroundings. He 

spoke of beauty being an integral part 
of Christian worship and this beauty was 
evident in the ‘sacred space’ that is the 
new chapel.

A feature of the chapel is that there is 
independent access to the general public 
without having to go through the main 
entrance of the Centre. This means 
anybody can drop in unnoticed for a 
quiet prayer. The chapel is open from 
7.00 am to 9.00 pm The Eucharist is 
celebrated at 6.00 pm from Monday to 
Friday and at 12 noon on Saturday and 
Sunday. Visitors are also welcome to join 
in the prayer of the community at various 
times of the day.

The Centre has already been in demand 
by various groups. There will be two 
Evening Retreats on the Monday and 
Tuesday of Holy Week (8.00 to 10.00 
pm), as well as the usual Retreat on Holy 
Thursday (2.30 to 8.00 pm).  Avila can 
be contacted at 643 0200
Fr. Vincent O’Hara OCD

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Monsignor Paul 
Callan on his recent elevation (see photo 
above). Monsignor Paul is now secretary 
to Archbishop Diarmuid Martin. He made 
his First Communion from The Teresian 
School and, as a past pupil, must be very 
happy with St. Michael’s College recent 
rugby success. All of the parish still miss 
him as one of our curates.

Fr Declan Gallagher, Monsignor Sherry, Archbishop Diarmuid Martin, Fr Pat Carroll and 
Monsignor Paul Callan on the occasion of the Confirmation of pupils from

St. Mary’s National School and the Teresian School.

CONFIRMATION

OPENING OF NEW CENTRE IN AVILA



CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to our neighbouring St. 
Michael’s College, Ailesbury Road, who 
won the Senior Schools Rugby Cup at 
Donnybrook for the first time by defeating 
Clongowes Wood College 6 - 0. 
Well done.

ANYTHING OF INTEREST?
If you have any notices, articles or 
anything else you’d like us to include in 
our Youth Corner please contact us at the 
numbers or email on the back pages.

Donnybrook Scouts at Mass
on St. Patrick’s Day

‘I have learned so much to prepare for 
my confirmation ... after all this work I 
hope I will become a good Christian’.   
Derek, St Mary’s

‘I received the Holy Spirit
That cannot be repeated
But the memory can be repeated
Forever in my mind’. 
Ciara, St Teresians

‘But it is not all about the learning, it is 
about believing in God in times of trouble 
too’.  Darragh, St Mary’s

‘My special moments were the laying 
of the hands and when the Archbishop 
sealed me with the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit’. Lorna, St Teresians

‘I felt close to God by saying my prayers 
at night and asking for God’s guidance 
when I have to make decisions’. 
Alanah, St Mary’s

‘I awoke to the singing birds. The 
sun was shining and the leaves were 
dancing. Everything and everyone 
seemed to be celebrating for my 
confirmation day’. Rachel, St Teresians

‘I will be 12 years old when I receive 
the Holy Spirit and I think that is the 
right age as I am responsible and I have 
learned everything I need to help me live 
my life the way a Christian should’.   
Muireann, St Mary’s

‘Last November we made our Service of 
Light with the Teresians. The Service of 
Light is when your parents pass their trust 
to you ... Confirmation is like a bridge, on 
one side I am a young Christian who is 
not expected to make my own decisions 
and on the other I am responsible and 
expected to make my own decisions’.  
John, St Mary’s

‘It was special, unique,
My own special gift,
To cherish and keep’. 
Róisín, St Teresians

‘I have been preparing very hard. I have 
just finished my sessions with my faith 
friend, Ita’.  James, St Mary’s

‘On our service of light
Which was a very special night
All the candles were shining bright’. 
Molly, St Teresians

‘I have been preparing for my Confirmation 
by learning the Ten Commandments, 
prayers to the Holy Spirit and other 
prayers. I have learnt many things about 
Confirmation from my religion book’.  
Ruth, St Mary’s

‘Acting the way God wants us to act
Taking responsibility for our choices’ 
Alison, St Teresians

‘I will also take time when I pray in the 
morning and in the night’.   
Aisling, St Mary’s

WHAT CONFIRMATION MEANS TO ME

YOUTH CORNER

We asked the sixth class pupils of The Teresians School & St Mary’s National School to write 
something for us about their confirmation which took place on the 10th March. Unfortunately we 
couldn’t fit them all but here are some extracts. Thanks to all who wrote in.

Most citizens take pride in the Celtic Tiger 
and our economic achievements in recent 
years which are rated as the highest within 
the European Union. As a nation we were 
renowned for our gracious manner and 
good nature. Now each new day brings 
a catalogue of violent happenings and 
tragic occurrences. Sadly, somewhere 
along the way we seem to be losing sight 
of Christ’s message to love one another. 
The stresses and strains of modern 
life as well as the long hours so many 
people have to work leave little time for 
reflection. Yet as Easter approaches and 
our thoughts turn to Christ’s message of 
Hope and Love we should think of trying 
to follow his example.

The use of guns and knives shows a great 
disregard for others. The use of drugs 
also plays a significant part in the levels of 
crime. Added to these facts, a decline in 
standards among the public, in general, 
where the cult of self, all too often takes 
precedence over respect for the rights 
of others. Many areas of society show a 
serious decline in standards.

How can we change this downward 
spiral into chaos? We can all try to help. 
Beginning in the home, it is important 
to imbue our children with respect for 
everyone both young and old and also 
with a spirit of generosity, encouraging 
them to assist those in need or distress. 

We can support the schools in training 
pupils to accept and respond with 
friendship to those whose beliefs or 
ways of life differ from their own. If we 
adhere to the rules and regulations laid 
down by the authorities we can actively 
support the common good and ensure 
that order prevails. Each one of us has 
a part to play. By treating others with 
consideration and respect we can try to 
emulate Christ’s love for us and at the 
same time make our lives and those of 
others happier and safer. 

M.G. O’Connor, 20th March 2007

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN



ECUMENICAL SONRISE 
CELEBRATION
This Easter Sunday morning 8th April, 
2007, the annual ecumenical Sonrise 
ceremony will take place on Sandymount 
Strand. 

As usual Sandymount parish extend 
a warm welcome to all Donnybrook 
parishioners to join them in this special 
liturgy. Participants will meet on the 
strand near the Esso Service Station (near 
the Sydney Parade junction) at 6:15 for 
sunrise at 6:43. Breakfast will be served 
afterwards in the Parish Centre beside 
the Star of the Sea church. 

Volunteer helpers needed from Donnybrook. 
Names to Fr Declan 269 2052 
or Parish Office 269 3926.

POOR CLARES
We are delighted to report that the Poor 
Clare Convent on Simmonscourt Road 
has reopened after the completion of 
necessary repairs and renovations, which 
took  some  months to complete.

We welcome Mother Brigid and the 
Sisters back again. Their absence made 
us realise how much we depend on them 
for help and support.

It is a privilege to have this power house 
of prayer in the Parish and there is 
nowhere more peaceful to chill out than 
in the beautiful little chapel. (Now with 
underfloor heating!)

Any donations towards the cost of 
the renovations would be gratefully 
appreciated. (To Betty Quirke c/o The 
Parish Office)

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM 
SEEKERS DUN LAOGHAIRE 
REFUGEE PROJECT
The Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project (DRP) 
has just got out its annual report for last 
year. It’s on the DRP website (DRP.ie).

Young teenager asylum seekers (separated 
children without a parent or guardian) 
when they first arrived in Ireland  were 
often lodged in hostels in the Dun 
Laoghaire area. These our “graduates” 
now live throughout Dublin city. We 
helped them when they first came and we 
continue to do so. They are from troubled 
countries such as, Angola, Burundi, 
Congo, Eritrea, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Sudan in Africa and also Asia. 

If any readers would like to help the work 
of the DRP, contributions (big or small) 
can be given to the Newsletter Team.

Mary King (Chair, DRP Committee)

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The next event of the Donnybrook, 
Ballsbridge and Ringsend Historical 
Society is a tour of Donnybrook 
Graveyard, on Saturday 5th May at 
3pm conducted by David Neary. Further 
details  are available at Pembroke Library 
on Anglesea Road.

PARISH SHOP
The parish shop hope to stock items from 
Tbag Design, Capetown, South Africa 
made by the women in Imizamo Yethu 
shanty town (featured in our Lenten 
newsletter). They should be available 
over the Easter period.

DECEASED
We extend the sympathy of the parish to 

the families of the following who died 
recently 

Rev. George Parkinson died at 
Port Elizabeth, South Africa

Tom Drohan
Greg Mulcahy
Denis Keeley

George J. Lawlor
Tom Cullen

Bridie Donohoe
Dr. Mary Rose Counihan

BAPTISMS
We welcome the following, recently 

baptised to the Christian Community  in 
Donnybrook.

Ella Nicole Flood
Mathew Ethan Murphy Freeman

Leyla Isabella Doody
Samuel Gerald Lucey

Christian William Lydier
Robert Anthony Burns

Liam Conor Polion
Billy Daniel Purcell

Kristen Shauna O’Reilly

MARRIAGES
We congratulate

Liam Young and Margaret Daly
Thomas Winstanley and

Sandra Keogh

Paul Janson and Lorna Lester

and wish them every happiness

INFORMATION
For general Mass times and other 
information please refer to the Easter 
Timetable or the Parish Directory, 
available in the Parish Book Shop.

EASTER TIMETABLE
WEDNESDAY 4TH APRIL 
8 pm Penitential Service 

HOLY THURSDAY 5TH APRIL 
7.30 pm  Evening Mass of the   
 Lord’s Supper

8.30-9.30  Adoration at the Altar of  
 Repose
10-11pm Hour of Reflection 
 - Monsignor Sherry

GOOD FRIDAY 6TH APRIL 
12 noon  Liturgy for Children
3.00 pm  Solemn Celebration of the  
 Lord’s Passion
8.30 pm  Stations of the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY 7TH APRIL
9.00 pm  The Easter Vigil
N.B. There will be no 6.00 pm mass on 
Holy Saturday

EASTER SUNDAY 8TH APRIL
Masses as Sunday, 9.30 am, 10.30 am, 
11.30 am, 12.30 am, 5.30 pm

EASTER MONDAY 9TH APRIL
Mass 11 am only

TUESDAY 10TH-FRIDAY 13TH APRIL 
Mass 10 am only

PRIESTS OF THE PARISH
Fr. Patrick Carroll, Parish Priest, 
Tel: 283 8311

Fr. Declan Gallagher, Curate, 
Tel: 269 2052

Monsignor Richard Sherry, 
Pastor Emeritus  
Tel:269 2102

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Coreen Dennis  269 4852
Mary McDonogh  269 2338
Peter Dunn 668 3074
Gaye Fallon 283 9059
Daragh Mulvagh  269 4482
Mary Plunkett  668 3407

Correspondence to the Parish Centre.

SPONSOR
Joyce Byrne has kindly sponsored this 
edition of the newsletter. We are most 
grateful for her generosity.


