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ThoughT on The Sacred 
hearT
As long as we care to remember, the 
heart has symbolised love, care, intimacy 
and warmth. Virtually every corner of the 
world, every culture and language has 
understood this.

Little wonder that our Church has a 
long tradition of seeing the heart as a 
powerful symbol to imagine just how 
much God loves and cares for us. Strong 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and the annual celebration of the feast in 
June help to remind us of the immensity 
of God’s love for all people.

Take a look at part of the Novena prayer 
and see just how close a caring loving 
God is to us.

“Lord Jesus, the needs of your people 
open your heart in love for each of us. You 
care for us when we are lost, sympathise 
with us in loneliness, and comfort us in 
mourning. You are closest to us when we 
are weakest, you love us most when we 
love ourselves least; you forgive us most 
when we forgive ourselves least; and you 
call us to spread your love in whatever 
way we can.”

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust 
in you.

Fr Declan Gallagher

The priests of the parish and the 
Newsletter team wish you a happy and 
restful Summer holidays. Next issue in 
September.

FIrST hoLY coMMunIon
Pictured below are the classes of St Mary’s National School and the Teresian School 
who made their First Holy Communion in May.



Shop Makeover
The Parish Shop has recently taken 
delivery of new furniture which is a 
gift from Veritas who have recently 
refurbished their Abbey Street store. We 
wish to take this opportunity to thank 
Maureen Saunders and Veritas for their 
generosity. 

We now plan to have a complete 
reorganisation and we ask our customers 
to bear with us. 

Our shop has many loyal customers and 
although we are not motivated by money, 
our turnover averaging almost e8,000 
per annum or e150 per week over the 
past five years, indicates a reasonable 
level of interest. Besides Catholic 
newspapers, books and magazines, 
Mass cards are very popular and we 
have difficulty keeping our Fairtrade 
chocolate in stock. We are reorganising 
our growing library and are particularly 
keen to develop this area. 

It is regrettable that there was not a wider 
audience for Fr. John Cusick on his recent 
visit to Ireland at the invitation of the 
Office of Youth Evangelisation. Fr. John 
has spent his life in advocacy of youth 
involvement in the Church in Chicago 
and is the author of The Basic Guide to 
Young Adult Ministry. He also takes part in 
radio programmes in his native diocese. 
His message was conveyed with all the 
skills of a consummate orator mixed with 
a deep spiritual faith and understanding.

He first drew attention to what he termed 
the backbone of the Church. He pointed 
out that in most parishes the backbone 
of today is comprised of the same group 
of people who were the backbone twenty-
five years ago. Extrapolated forward 
another 15 years and the conclusion 
is obvious but bleak. How then do we 
encourage young people to come on 
board? He stresses that as a first step we 
must perform an inventory of the parish 
to gain a clear picture of the numbers 
and diversity of this special group.

Young people must be invited to 
participate but their involvement must 
correspond to what Fr. John calls the 

rhythm of their life. This takes into 
consideration all their other many 
activities, including work, social, sporting 
and travel. As an example it is pointless 
asking someone to commit to a duty 
or function months ahead when it is 
impossible to predict availability. In this 
circumstance is much better to invite a 
group to adopt responsibility so that 
one of a number can be available. I also 
feel that same solution may apply to 
membership of committees and indeed 
of the council.

He suggested how ordinary events and 
activities can be done in a different way 
to accommodate the young and also new 
movements can be generated to fit the 
character and interests of the population. 
Occasional events will be more acceptable 
than fixed commitments. 

The first contact that young adults make 
with the Church in relation to activities 
such as planning for the sacraments of 
baptism and marriage is vitally important. 
Any negative attitude can be very 
upsetting and leave a lasting impression. 
This becomes more important as a 
greater number of parish activities are 

passed over to lay people and also as 
the age profile of priests means that 
less younger priests are available for the 
Ministry.

For those who are unchurched there 
should be a special welcome and any 
return an opportunity taken to encourage 
faith renewal. Each parish should have 
a youth ministry programme and also 
publicise the evangelisation facilities 
organised by the diocese.

He was enthusiastic about all 
parishioners acquiring knowledge of 
the Church including an understanding 
of the symbols and their meaning. This 
applies to the physical structure of the 
Church as well as the rubrics used in the 
sacraments.

For our parish it is vital that there is an 
active involvement of young adults to 
compliment the encouraging response to 
the family mass and thereby ensure a new 
backbone for the future.

Fr. John can be contacted on his website 
yam@yamchicago.org

Vincent Keaveny

parISh MeeTIng
A parish meeting was held in the Avila 
Centre on Tuesday 12th May. It was very 
well attended – more than 100 people 
participated. Many excellent suggestions 
and ideas were put forward to enrich 
parish life. They can be grouped under 
the following headings:

•	 Communication

•	 Youth involvement

•	 The importance of prayer/hymns

•	 Increasing lay involvement in the church

•	 Refurbishing the parish centre

•	 Community based action

The pastoral council are studying the 
ideas and suggestions and will publish a 
short report within the next four weeks 
with the full list of ideas and suggestions 
from the meeting and those ideas and 
suggestions that they feel could/should 
be pursued in the immediate future. 

Marie Brady

reachIng The Young aduLT

There is a red rack with free surplus  stock 
at the back of the church.

We still have vacancies for a volunteer 
after the 12.30 and 5.30 Masses and 
are always looking for volunteers to help 
with organisation, orders and deliveries.

If you have any ideas for improving our 
service please let us know – and even if 
you don’t want to buy anything please 
pay us a visit.

Daragh Mulvagh

parISh aLZheIMer’S Tea 
MornIng
Thanks to all who attended the tea 
morning on May 7th and to all who sent 
donations. The amount contributed was 
e1645. Our thanks also to Donnybrook 
shops for items for the tea - Roy Fox, 
Molloys, O’Brien’s and Tesco Nutley.

 Mary McDonogh & Marian Horgan



Year oF evangeLISaTIon
“The hope of the Year of Evangelisation is that 
all people will deepen their relationship with 
Christ and that will be reflected in the way we 
live our lives in parish and in society.”    
 Archbishop Martin 

On Holy Thursday Archbishop Martin 
announced that the Archdiocese would 
celebrate a Year of Evangelisation. Fr. 
Ciarán O’Carroll has been appointed 
Vicar for Evangelisation and a process 
of outlining a pastoral plan has 
commenced. The Year will begin on the 
Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, 29th June. 

The Office of Evangelisation is staffed 
by a dedicated team who will consult, 
advise, lead and develop methods and 
means of evangelisation throughout the 
year. All are invited to reflect and suggest 
ideas for the work of evangelisation. You 
are invited to email your suggestion to  
evangelisation@dublindiocese.ie

Evangelisation starts with a personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ. It is our 
ongoing response to the presence of God 
in our lives and our efforts to share that 
Good News with others. Evangelisation 
is a life long journey which is nurtured 
through prayer, catechesis, service, 
Scripture and the Sacraments. 

It is hoped that the Year of Evangelisation 
will provide a focussed opportunity to 
re-energise and renew each of us and 
our parish communities to live and 
proclaim the Gospel in challenging 
times. Every aspect of life in the diocese 
is invited to participate during the Year of 
Evangelisation.

Office Contact Details:
Office of Evangelisation, Holy Cross 
College Diocesan Centre, Clonliffe Road, 
Dublin 3. 
Tel: 01 8373732 ext 251
Fax: 01 8571668
Email: evangelisation@dublindiocese.ie 
Website: www.dublindiocese.ie

Taken from www.dublindiocese.ie

newSLeTTer TeaM
The newsletter team hard at work, (note cake)! We would like to take this opportunity
to thank out-going members Gaye Fallon and Peter Dunn for their help over the last
few years and to welcome Margaret Whitla, who joins the team.

Fr Pat Carroll, Mary Plunkett, Mary McDonogh, Margaret Whitla, Coreen Dennis.
Photo taken by Daragh Mulvagh.

conFIrMaTIon
Pictured here are Miss Rita Kinsella, principal, and pupils of sixth class St Mary’s 
National School, Belmont Avenue, as they prepared for their Confirmation which 
was held last March.

congraTuLaTIonS 
Congratulations to Leinster Rugby, our 
neighbours in Donnybrook, on their 
huge success in the Heineken Cup. 
The priests of the parish wish you a 
happy and restful Summer holidays.

coMbIned doMInIcan 
unIonS’ MaSS
Sunday 4th October 2009 at 11.15 am 

at Muckross Park

eucharISTIc adoraTIon
Please keep an eye out in the porch 
for information on Summer times for 
Eucharistic Adoration.

donnYbrook FrIendS
Shopping trips for the elderly continue 
every week with a number of volunteers 
and shoppers participating. If you need 
any other help Donnybrook Friends are 
available on (01) 269 5049 to help you.



MarrIageS
We congratulate

Noel Dunne & Suzanne Byrne

Cian O’Herlihy & Margaret Kearns

David Elliott & Elizabeth Rochford

Joseph Donnelly & Nichola Crimmons

Ralph Shan & Denise Dowling

Stephen O’Brien and Ciara Doyle

and wish them every happiness

deceaSed
We extend the sympathy of the parish to 

the families of the following 
who died recently.

Eileeen Monahan

Penelope Kavanagh

Brigid Kennedy

May McCoy

Michael Doris

Dr. Loman Cusack

Annie O’Toole

Dr. Elizabeth Costello

Noel Mordaunt

Philip McNally

Carmelia Malone

Peter Molloy

baLLSbrIdge, 
donnYbrook 
and SandYMounT 
hISTorIcaL 
SocIeTY
Pembroke Library, 
Anglesea Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4  
Website: www.bdshistory.org

Come along to one of the scheduled 
openings of Donnybrook Graveyard and 
enjoy a tour in the company of David Neary 
on Saturday 20th June, Saturday 11th July 
or Saturday 8th August - all at 3pm.

paST pupILS unIon MaSS  
In MuckroSS:
First Sunday of February, March, April, 
September, October, November and 
December at 11.15am in Muckross Park.

MaSS TIMeTabLe
Saturday Vigil Mass at 6 pm

Sunday Mass at 9.30 am, 10.30 am, 
11.30 am, 12.30 pm, 5.30 pm

Daily Mass at 7.30 am and 10 am

Mass cards may be signed in the sacristy 
after each mass. Enter at the side of the 
altar or by the back door.

conFeSSIonS 
Saturday 9.30 am - 9.55 am and after 
6.00 pm Mass until 7.00 pm

bapTISM 
Second and Fourth Saturday of each 
month by arrangement.

MarrIage 
3 Months notice required by both 
Church and civil authorities

prIeSTS oF The parISh
Fr. Patrick Carroll, Parish Priest
Tel: 283 8311

Fr. Declan Gallagher, Curate
Tel: 269 2052

Fr.  John Boyers, Parish Chaplain
Tel: 668 4356

Monsignor Richard Sherry,
Pastor Emeritus  
Tel: 269 2102

parISh TeaM  
Pastoral Sister: Sr. Bertha 
Tel: 269 3926 

Director of Music: Catherine Killoran 
Tel: 087 233 1797

Organist: Michael Quinn
Tel: 085 362 3128

parISh cenTre
Mon - Fri 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Mrs. Cassidy 

Tel: 269 3926  
Fax: 269 3903

newSLeTTer TeaM
Coreen Dennis  269 4852
Mary McDonogh  269 2338
Daragh Mulvagh  269 4482
Mary Plunkett  668 3407
Margaret Whitla 260 0329
Correspondence to the Parish Centre.

SponSor
Thanks to Eugene and Derbhile 
McCarthy who have kindly sponsored 
this edition of the Newsletter. We are 
most grateful for their generosity.

bapTISMS
We welcome the following, recently

baptised into the Christian Community
in Donnybrook.

Luke Samuel Kelly
Mortimer Magnus Walters
Samuel Owen O’Donohoe

Ryan Jack Daly
Callum Christopher O’Donovan

Robyn Phyl Purcell
Adrienne D’James Reuyan
Raymond Daniel Murphy

John Kirk G Sibi
Alexander Mark Fenelon

Ciara Mary Dumbleton Carney
Alex Vincent Norman

Harry John Crowe
Ella Lola Whelan

Finley Robert Norton
Lizzie Jane Cassidy

David Francis Whelan
Nina Siobhán Flanagan

Matthew Coleman McCarthy
Alexandra Giuliano

Kimora Kelly
Alice Kate Coyle

Arthur John Williams
Jorja Lynch

Erica Stephanie Lane & Sylvia May Lane
Olivia Jane Fahey

Theo Francis L’Estrange
Kate Gunne

bIngo
Bingo is held every Wednesday at 8 pm in 
Beech Hill Court. All Welcome.

IrISh hockeY haLL oF FaMe 
honourS a MuckroSS 
paST pupIL 
- A Parishioner Valerie Barry Clancy
Muckross can be very proud of Valerie 
Clancy (nee Barry) recently inaugurated 
into the Irish Hockey Hall of Fame. She 
began playing hockey when she was a 
student at the school and went on to 
become an International hockey player 
with 26 caps, acquired between 1962 
and 1973.  Muckross Mail, January 2009

MeeTIng For eLderLY 
A meeting for elderly people is held in 
Beech Hill Court every Monday from 
4pm - 6pm Please come along. Phil Keena


