
 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

As I write these few lines, we are 

enjoying a wonderful Spring!  After a 

tough winter it is good to see nature 

coming to life again.  The weather has 

been warm and sunny, and all around us 

we see signs of new growth – the trees 

budding, the daffodils blooming.  The 

long bright evenings beckon and if we 

venture into the nearby countryside the 

new-born lambs give us new hope. 

Springtime is a season for us to marvel at 

the beauty of God’s creation, a time for us 

to pause and reflect on the wonders that 

surround us.  Thousands of years ago, 

long before Christianity, the writers of the 

Psalms tried to capture something of the 

beauty of the world and the power of 

God’s hand at work when they said: 

The heavens proclaim the glory of 

God and the firmament shows forth 

the work of his hands! (Psalm 18) 

We can so easily take God’s handiwork 

for granted – the sun, moon and stars, the 

mountains and the valleys, the fields and 

the forests, the rivers, the lakes and the 

sea.  Springtime is an occasion for us to 

open our eyes wide and to appreciate not 

only the wonder of creation but also the 

wonder of our bountiful God who made it 

all for us to cherish and enjoy. 

 

It is a time too for us to appreciate the gift 

of sight – being able to see and enjoy the 

beauty of the world – and to think of 

those who suffer blindness or visual 

impairment. 

One of the Sunday Gospels during Lent 

told the story of the man born blind 

whose sight was restored by Jesus.  

What an extraordinary moment when 

that blind man saw the world and all its 

beauty for the first time!  But even more 

extraordinary was the way in which his 

eyes were opened to recognise Jesus as 

the Son of God. 

As Lent draws to a close, may the 

coming weeks be a time for us to open 

our eyes to appreciate God’s creation in 

a new way, and like the blind man in the 

Gospel, may we come to recognise 

Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the 

Living God as we celebrate his death 

and resurrection in Holy Week. 

 

Wishing you Easter Joy! 

 

Fr Martin Clarke PP 

7th April 2011  
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POBAL DÉ 25 TH CONFERENCE 
 
Pobal Dé was established 25 years 
ago by Second Vatican Council 
o b s e r ve r s  t h e  l a t e  S e á n 
M a c  R é a m o i n n ,  L o u i s 
McRedmond and Kevin O’Kelly. It 
held its 25th annual conference 
entitled “Are the laity powerless” on 
Saturday 21th February last. 
There was a capacity attendance of 
over 150 people and the speakers 
were Joe Little, Mary T. Malone and 
Fr  T ony F l anner y D .Ss.R . 
Recordings of the proceedings were 
made by Paul Daly of Éist and are 
available through Veritas or directly 
from Éist at 0872789390. 

MESSENGER 
One of our local promoters for  

The Sacred Heart Messenger is  

Anne Fitzpatrick, 01 4977123 
Copies are also available in the Parish 

Shop or from Messenger Publications, 

37 Lr Leeson St — Tel 676 7491 

CONFIRMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupils from St. Mary’s National School 

and The Teresians join Fr. Martin after 

he had confirmed them on Sunday 3rd 

April 



 

 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Forthcoming  
Events 
 

Saturday 14th May and 

Saturday 28th May: 

D o n n y b r o o k 

Graveyard – David 

Neary at 3pm. 

 

Saturday 4th June: 

Morning walk from 

the Morrison Obelisk at Donnybrook 

Church to Ballsbridge – John Holohan. 

Meet at Donnybrook Church at 10am. 

 

20th and 21st  August. An event will be 

held in Herbert Park to celebrate the 

opening of the Park on 19 August 1911. 

Details nearer the time. 

 

Lectures take place at 8pm in St. 

Mary’s National School, Belmont 

Avenue,  Donn ybr ook.  Parking 

available. Members free, guests 

welcome €3. 

MARRIAGES 
 

 

 
 
We congratulate 

 

Aoife Lally & Barry O’Driscoll 

Melissa Thornton & Philip Doyle 

 

who were married recently. 

DONNYBROOK ACTIVE 
RETIRED ASSOCIATION 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

April 26th An introduction to the 

“Milltown Collection” from the 

National Gallery. 

May 10th Mrs. Maureen Roche, 

Storyteller. 

May 24th Day trip to Avoca and Mount 

Usher  Gardens. Depar t 10am. 

Maximum 30 persons. €28.50. 

June 14th Niall Hatch from Bird Watch 

Ireland. “Seabirds on our Foreshore”. 

June 28th Day trip to Carlow. Lunch in 

The Forge Restaurant. Maximum 30 
persons. €31. 

All meetings take place in the Parish 

Centre at 2:30pm. For details or 

information please contact: 

Mona Stanton 2691320, Christine 

O’Nolan 2196006 or Nuala Hyland 

2497035 

Visitors are always welcome 

THE NEW PASTORAL 
COUNCIL 
 

The Parish Pastoral Council was 

established in 2006, with a changeover 

every two years, in 2008 and in 2010.  

Due to the December weather the first 

meeting of the new Council only took 

place in January and since then the 

Council has been busy reviewing 

matters in progress, and planning 

activity for the coming year.  At this 

meeting three new members were 

welcomed, Alice Davy, Barbara Gilroy 

and Fred Duffy.  The then Chairman 

Vincent Keaveney and Secretary Tony 

McDonald stepped down from their 

positions after years of commitment and 

sustained effort. 

Kenneth Carroll was elected Chairman 

and Fred Duffy was elected Secretary. 

As is usual at the appointment of a new 

Pastoral Council, photographs of the 

members will shortly be published.  It 

has been some time since a Council 

Bulletin was issued and this is planned 

for publication in March. 

The fol lowing is the Council 

membership for 2011/12, Kenneth 

Carroll, Fr. Martin Clarke, Sr. Fiona 

Corway, Alice Davy, Fred Duffy, 

Geraldine Frame, Barbara Gilroy, Fr. 

Connor Harper, John Holohan, Vincent 

Keaveney, Sr. Bertha Lee, Tony 

McDonald, Crona Sheehan. 
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THANKS 
Our thanks to Kevin Kelly Interiors, 

Donnybrook for donating velvet/

corduroy for new collection bags for the 

church. 

THE ALZHEIMER SOCIETY 
OF IRELAND. 
The Society continues to provide care 

and assistance for those needing its 

services. 

It strives to enable them to stay in 

their own homes with their family and 

in their familiar surroundings through 

providing home help and day care 

facilities, indeed anything to preserve 

the dignity and loving care for those 

who need it. 

In these difficult times the Society 

needs all the support and help you can 

give it. 

The Society is deeply grateful for the 

generous support that Donnybrook 

parish has given over the years. 

There will be a "cup of tea" for 

Alzheimer Tea Day on Thursday 5th 

May after 10 am. Mass in the Parish 

Centre. 

Please come by, the Society needs 

your help. Any donation would be 

most welcome . I look forward to 

seeing you there. Thank you,  

Niall Tierney 

PRIZE WINNERS 

Because of the very high standard of 

the articles our Youth Corner sponsor 

decided to award three prizes of €50 

each to the young contributors to our 

recent Newsletters. Congratulations to 

all involved. 

Philip Crowe, Gonzaga College, 

Isobel de Stanlaigh, Coláiste 

Íosagáin, and David Sheridan, St. 

Michaels College, after receiving 

their awards from Fr Martin  



 

 

BAPTISMS 

We welcome the following, recently 

baptised, to the Christian Community in 

Donnybrook 

Lucia Margaret Andrews 

Ava Eileen Norman 

Stéphanie Brigitte Joyce 

Edward William Higgins 

Andrew Leo Higgins 

Alexandra Marie Byrne 

Síofra Elizabeth O’Farrell 

Charles James Ryan 

Conor Stephen Copeland 

Sadie Leila Copeland 

Rory Oisin Christopher 

Isaac Barry Durkin 

Robert John Hennessy 

Joseph Antonio Brozzu 

Grace Ann Geraghty 

Conor Thomas Nallen 

Brett Rocky Nagle 

Aishling Rosamund Brophy 

Clara Antoinette McMahon 

Harry Michael Stokes 

Maximillian Mackenzie McEnroe 

Luke Patrick O’Neill 

Ethan Noel Dunne 

Isabel Angela Phelan 

Daisy May Heaney 

Max Kissane 

Jonathan Thomas Drumm 

Kyla Jane Casey 

Sean Patrick O’Reilly 

Rocco Andrea Boccarossa  

Mia Hope Crilly 

CHURCH CLEANING 
We welcome back our coordinator, 

Enda Henigan, after a traumatic 

experience in town in January. 

 

Church cleaning has been changed to 

the  first Wednesday of the month after 

10 am Mass. If you have one hour to 

spare new helpers are needed please.  
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NOËLLE BRODERICK FORDE,  
1955 - 2011 

It is a sad privilege to write an obituary for 

Noëlle. Our Board of Management, at St. 

Mary's school, Belmont Avenue, appointed 

her to the staff of the school in September 

1981. She taught for 26 years and retired in 

2007. Hundreds of boys and girls have 

treasured memories of a gifted teacher who 

had a deep interest in every pupil in her 

classroom. Many of them came to the parish 

Church in Beech wood Avenue on Sunday 

27th March last, for a prayer service in her 

memory. We prayed and we sang many of 

the hymns Noëlle had taught them. It was a 

poignant farewell for someone who was not 

alone a former teacher but also a trusted 

friend. They came because they wanted to. 

Noëlle had taught them how to love, how to 

care and how to share. 

She had a beautiful soprano voice, together 

with the rare gift of teaching others to enjoy 

and appreciate music at so many different 

levels. 

Year after year, she prepared the school 

choir for First Holy Communion, 

Confirmation, Christmas Carol service and 

Holy Week functions. Year after year we 

were enthralled as she sang Mozart's 

majestic Laudate Dominum, in Donnybrook 

Church at the annual Christmas Carol 

service. Every Good Friday, Noëlle and 

Siobhan Terry sang excerpts from Handel's 

Messiah, followed by Noëlle’s haunting 

version of "were you there when they 

crucified my Lord". The same congregates 

attended year after year. It was a deeply 

moving religious experience for all of us. 

Noëlle took early retirement in 2007. She 

and Paul began fairly regular visits to Rome, 

where they loved to go to Mass in St. Peters 

Basilica. It became her spiritual home. At 

the same time, Professor Peter Daly, her 

oncologist and friend, became concerned. 

Dreaded symptoms appeared and re-

appeared. There were trips to hospital, 

which had to be repeated.   Noëlle and Paul 

remained optimistic. They prayed to a 

silent God whom they trusted. 

Jonathan and Timothy, their beloved sons, 

showed patient courage. A great wave of 

prayer began. Noëlle never complained, 

she said to me, "it is hard to understand 

why things are as they are" - in my view 

she realised that it was time to let go what 

is not important, and embrace what is 

essential. She strove, in her own quiet 

way, to know the difference. The 

outpouring of grief at the news of Noëlle’s 

death, was a cry from many as to why 

things happen in this way? The re-action 

of many people can be read as a parable 

pointing to a deep human need for 

meaning. It is there within all of us, 

individually and collectively. 

Perhaps Noëlle’s legacy can be put in the 

words of the poet: "Be not like others, sore 

and undone, who keep long vigils by the 

silent dust, and weep. For my sake turn 

again to life and smile." 

She was concerned about the Church in 

Ireland which she loved - "all we can do," 

she said to me one day after class "is to 

keep going. Didn't Seamus Heaney write 

about that in a poem to honour his 

brother? - we have a human need for God 

that won't go away". These words sum up 

her philosophy of life. 

Paul and his two sons know how to grieve. 

This will be their safety valve, as Noëlle, 

in her turn, asks the Lord to look after 

them in their sorrow. She now sees the 

face of God, a face of never ending love. 

I end quoting the words of "The Dream of 

Gerontius", written by Cardinal Newman 

and set to music by Sir Edward Elgar - the 

angel of death is speaking: 

“Farewell, but not forever, 

Be brave and patient. 

Swiftly shall pass thy night of trial here, 

And I will come and wake thee on the 

morrow.” 

May she rest in peace. 

 

Mgr. Richard Sherry 



 

 

SPONSOR 
Thanks to Andrew and Michelle 

Maguire who have kindly sponsored 

this edition of the Newsletter. We are 

most grateful for their generosity. 

NEWSLETTER TEAM 
Coreen Dennis 269 4852 

Niall Loftus 269 2063 

Mary McDonogh 269 2338 

Daragh Mulvagh 269 4482 

Mary Plunkett 668 3407 

Margaret Whitla 2600 329 

Correspondence to the Parochial House 

Email: newsletter@donnybrookparish.ie 

HOLY WEEK PROGRAMME 
2011 

 

PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY 17th 

April 

• Blessing of Palms at all Masses 

(including Vigil Mass on Saturday 

evening) 

 

SPY WEDNESDAY 20th April  

• Penitential Service in preparation 

for Easter at 7.30pm with 

oppor tun i ty for  individual 

Confessions   

 

HOLY THURSDAY 21st April 

• No morning Masses 

• 7.30pm: Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper  

• 9.00pm: ‘Watch & Pray’ at the 

Altar of Repose 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 22nd April 

• No morning Masses 

• 12.00 noon: Children’s Way of the 

Cross 

• 3.00pm: Celebration of the Lord’s 

Passion 

• 7.30pm: Stations of the Cross 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 23rd April 

• No morning Mass – No 6.00pm 

Vigil Mass 

• 9.00pm: Easter Vigil & Mass of 

the Resurrection 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 24th April 

• Masses at 9.00am, 10.30am 

(Family Mass), 12noon (Choir) & 

5,30pm 

 

EASTER MONDAY 25th April  

• One morning Mass only at 

11.00am  

 

TUESDAY 26th April to SATURDAY 

30th April 

• One morning Mass only at 

10.00am 

HOLY WEEK CONFESSIONS 
 

• Spy Wednesday 20th April:  

Service of Reconciliation at 

7.30pm  

• Holy Thursday 21st April: 

8.30pm to 9.00pm 

• Good Friday 22nd April: 4.00pm 

to 5.00pm 

• Holy Saturday 23rd April: 

10.00am to 12noon 

 

We wish our parishioners and 

everyone who attends our church all 

the blessings of the Easter Season 

 

Fr Martin Clarke PP 

Fr Conor Harper SJ CC 

Fr John Boyers PC 

Mgr Richard Sherry Pastor Emeritus 

 

We are an Easter People and Alleluia 

is our Song! 

ACCORD RELATIONSHIP 
COUNSELLING SERVICE 

If you cannot talk to each 
other - talk to us 

ACCORD offers a safe, professional 

and confidential process helping 

couples and individuals to explore, 

reflect  upon and RESOLVE 

difficulties in their marriage and 

relationship.  

Marriage and relationships are today 

experiencing new and more complex 

challenges than ever before and 

ACCORD counsellors are trained to 

the highest professional standards to 

help you through these challenges. 

We are a non profit organisation and 

while we ask clients to make a 

donation if they can, nobody is 
refused counselling due to a lack of 
money. 
If you are having difficulty talking to 

each other, then talk to ACCORD. 

We are there to help you.  

The nearest ACCORD centre to this 

church is: 

Accord,     39 Harcourt St. Dublin 2, 

Phone: 478 0866 or email :  

admin@dublin.accord.ie  
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DEATHS 
 
We extend the sympathy of the parish 

to the families of the following who 

died in recent months: 

Thomas Francis St John 

Emma (Dot) Alford 

Julia O’Buachalla 

Peter Smyth 

Dr Donnacha O’Sullivan 

Nancy Bruton 

Dr John Blake 

Teresa Gearty 

Mary Desmond 

Joe Nolan 

Monica King 

Peter Hopkins 

Kathleen Hanlon 

Brian Carr 

Mairead O’Connor 

Maureen (Billie) O’Neill 

Martin Tierney 

Mae Corcoran 

William Reville 

Ita Kelly 

Noëlle Broderick-Forde 

Norman King 

Brendan Walsh 

May they rest in peace 


