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DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

At the end of May, I spoke at all 

weekend Masses about a number of 

issues facing our parish during the 

coming months and years.  In particular 

I mentioned the proposed Clustering of 

Parishes, a Parish Census, necessary 

work on our Buildings & Grounds, the 

establishment of a new Parish Office 

and our overall Financial Situation.  

The text of this message is on our 

P a r i s h  W e b s i t e  – 

www.donnybrookparish.ie 

 

The overall response to this message 

has been very positive and encouraging 

and I sense that parishioners are 

generally supportive of what is being 

proposed.  The individual issues are 

now being progressed by our Parish 

Pastoral Council, Parish Finance 

Committee and Parish Census 

Committee and you will be kept 

informed as we go along. 

 

In particular, there appears to be great 

en t h us ia s m fo r  a  Fi ve  Yea r 

Development Plan as we prepare for the 

150th Anniversary of the opening of our 

beautiful church in 2016 which gives a 

certain focus and timescale to all that 

needs to be done. 

 

While the Five Year Development Plan 

addresses the practical „nuts & bolts‟ 

issues facing the parish, we also need to 

look a little bit deeper to reflect on the 

human and spiritual needs of our parish 

community.   

 

 

 

 

I believe that we can draw inspiration 

from the early Christian Community 

which, according to the Acts of the 

Apostles , had four particular 

characteristics: 

 

 Building up the community 

and looking after each other 

 G r o w i n g  i n  t h e i r 

understanding of their 

Christian faith 

 Praying together  and 

learning how to pray 

 Celebrating the Eucharist as 

a community of believers 

 

Perhaps these four aspects of our 

parish life can provide signposts for 

all that we hope to do over the next 

five years? 

 

‘These remained faithful  

to the teaching of the apostles,  

to the brotherhood,  

to the breaking of bread and  

to the prayers’ (Acts 2:42) 

 

Fr Martin Clarke PP 

 

LOURDES 2011. 
The Dublin Diocesan Pilgrimage to 

Lourdes from September 7 th to 

September 12th was one of the largest 

Pilgrimages to Lourdes this year. 2,000 

people travelled from Dublin to visit the 

famous Marian Shrine at Lourdes, 

Among the 180 sick pilgrims were 640 

volunteers, 55 nurses, 9 doctors and 145 

sixth year school students from 22 

schools in the wider Dublin Diocese. 

These young students joined a great 

group of helpers who each year 

volunteer to help the sick in Lourdes. 

Their participation not only on the 

wards and refectories but also in all the 

ceremonies where they accompanied 

the sick on stretchers and in 

wheelchairs and also distributed 

literature on the ceremonies, carried 

candles and banners made us all so 

proud to see a young, active generation 

all dressed the same in dark blue 

uniform continue the volunteer, caring 

footsteps encouraged by our Church for 

generations. That so many of our 20 to 

30 year old volunteers continue to 

travel by boat and train, take holiday 

time off work so they can continue to 

serve the sick is testament to all that is 

so good and encouraging about our 

young people today. 

To the sick pilgrims all the volunteers 

owe a great debt of gratitude for the 

patience and humility they show in the 

face of very challenging illnesses. The 

serenity, peace, kindness and love of that 

special Shrine of Lourdes has a lasting 

impact on both the Sick and the 

volunteers. 

 

Geraldine Frame 



 

 

MUCKROSS PAST PUPILS 
UNION 
The Muscross PPU Mass is celebrated 

on the 1st Sunday of February, 

March, April, September, October, 

November and December at 11:15 in 

the College Chapel. The November 

Mass is dedicated to all deceased past 

pupils. 

ACCORD RELATIONSHIP 
COUNSELLING SERVICE 

If you cannot talk to each 

other - talk to us 
ACCORD offers a safe, professional 

and confidential process helping 

couples and individuals to explore, 

ref lect  upon and RESOLVE 

difficulties in their marriage and 

relationship. 

Marriage and relationships are today 

experiencing new and more complex 

challenges than ever before and 

ACCORD counsellors are trained to 

the highest professional standards to 

help you through these challenges. 

We are a non profit organisation and 

while we ask clients to make a 

donation if they can, nobody is 

refused counselling due to a lack of 

money. 

If you are having difficulty talking to 

each other, then talk to ACCORD. 

We are there to help you. 

The nearest ACCORD centre to this 

church is: 

Accord, 39 Harcourt St. 

Dublin 2, Phone: 478 0866 or 

email: admin@dublin.accord.ie 
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PARISH CENTRE HOSPICE 
COFFEE MORNING, 15TH 

SEPTEMBER 
Thanks to all who attended and to all 

who sent us donations. The amount 

achieved was €1,555. Special thanks to 

local donors:- O‟Connells Restaurant, 

O‟Briens Wines, Foxes, Dunns 

Butchers, Balti House, Tesco Merrion, 

Hire All Catering Sandyford. Very 

special thanks  to Fitzwilliam Lawn 

Tennis Club who provided a boiler at 

very short notice. 

Mary McDonogh, Marian Horgan, 

Daragh Mulvagh 

BALLSBRIDGE, 
DONNYBROOK AND 
SANDYMOUNT HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

Pembroke Library, Anglesea Road, Ballsbridge 

 

Thursday, 17 

November 2011 

Roadside Milestones - 

Rob Goodbody 

 

 

Thursday, 1 

December 2011 

The Annual General Meeting and 

Members' Evening giving members an 

opportunity to talk about an item of 

historical interest. If you wish to give a 

short presentation please contact Gail 

Wolfe on 087 648 3388. 

Lectures take place at 8.00 pm in 

St. Mary‟s National School, Belmont 

Avenue, Donnybrook. (Parking is 

available). Members free. Guests are 

welcome at €3.00 admission. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to our Newsletter 

colleague Mary Plunkett on the 

exhibition in June of her limited edition 

Night Prayer, a contemporary Book of 

Hours as part of her MA Design degree 

from the National College of Art and 

Design. 

LUISA ARBOLI  
RETIREMENT WISHES 
The Past Pupils of the Teresian 

School would like to take this 

opportunity to wish Luisa Arboli all 

the very best in her retirement. Luisa 

has not only been an integral part of 

the life of the present pupils but she 

has also been greatly involved in the 

newly formed Past Pupils Association 

and her help has been greatly 

appreciated. We have no doubt that 

she will put her endless energy into 

whatever she now undertakes and we 

wish her good health and happiness 

for many years to come. 

Lisa Godfrey 

The Teresian School Past Pupils 

Association 

 

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

The Parish Finance Committee was 

re-constituted in April and has met four 

times since then.  The members of the 

Committee are: 

 David Martin (Chairman) 

 Brendan Carrigy 

 Fr Martin Clarke 

 Caroline Devlin 

 Fr Conor Harper 

 Stewart Harrington 

 David Horkan 

 Peter Kelly 

 Eugene McCague 

 Michael G O‟Connor 

 Dr Niall Tierney 

The Committee is currently addressing 

the Five Year Development Plan for the 

Parish details of which will be 

announced shortly. 

Annual Accounts for the year ending 

30th June 2011 are being finalised and 

will be published as soon as possible. 

The next meeting of the Parish Finance 

Committee is scheduled for Monday 

3rd October.  

FR BINOY MATHEW SVD 
We were glad to have the assistance of 

Fr Binoy Mathew during the holiday 

period of July & August.  Fr Binoy is a 

Divine Word Missionary and a native 

of India.  He was ordained in 2010 and 

spent the past year working in a parish 

in Co. Cork.  On 1st September, he 

began ministering as a Curate in 

Arklow Parish in Co Wicklow.  We 

thank him for his ministry in 

Donnybrook and wish him well in his 

new position. 

DONNYBROOK DEANERY 
Donnybrook Deanery comprises 

11 Parishes: Ballinteer, Donnybrook, 

Haddington Road, Meadowbrook, 

Mo unt  Mer r io n ,  Sa nd ymo u nt , 

Clonskeagh, Dundrum, Kilmacud, 

Milltown & Ringsend.  The priests of 

the Deanery meet together at least four 

times a year.  The work of each 

Deanery is coordinated by a Vicar 

Forane.  In June, the Archbishop 

appointed our Parish Priest, Fr Martin 

Clarke ,  as  Vicar  Forane  fo r 

Donnybrook Deanery for a term of 

three years.  

PARISH SHOP 
The Parish Shop is always interested in 

more volunteers. Contact Daragh on 

087 973 6983 to volunteer or for more 

details. 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Help needed for just one hour each 

month. On the 1st Wednesday each 

month after 10 a.m. Mass a group of us 

(men and women) clean the church and 

have tea/coffee afterwards. 

If you would like to join us please tele-

phone Enda - 660 4754 



 

 

DARA JUBILEE PARTY 
The members who registered for the 

DARA Silver Jubilee Party in 

Donnybrook Lawn Tennis Club on 

Tuesday, 13th September were asked 

“to wear something silver and to bring 

a wrapped item for the raffle”, which 

they did. A delicious lunch was 

enjoyed. Mona Staunton presented 

Two previous Chairpersons and 

one previous Honorary Secretary and 

one founding Member with beautiful 

flowers. Nuala Hyland, who had 

opened the celebrations with lovely 

warm words of welcome helped Mona 

to cut the delicious cake which she 

had baked. All the gifts were raffled 

by Nuala. 
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CHILD PROTECTION IN 
DONNYBROOK PARISH 
Since it is now the beginning of the 

school year we thought it important to 

reassure parents once again that the 

welfare and safety of all of the children 

in the parish is our first priority. 

All of the child protection guidelines set 

out by the Dublin diocese are in place 

and implemented in parish activities. 

All persons either directly or 

peripherally involved with children‟s 

activities in Donnybrook Church e.g. 

choir and altar servers are Garda vetted. 

The schools in the parish are under the 

jurisdiction of the Department of 

Education and so all personnel are 

Garda vetted under departmental rules. 

At the moment there are two child 

representatives in the parish. Hopefully 

one or two more will undertake do the 

course this autumn.  

We have notices in the sacristy, schools 

and church porches as per the 

guidelines, which give the relevant 

numbers a child might need if he or she 

is frightened or feel threatened or 

abused. There is a dedicated mobile 

p ho ne  n u mb er  fo r  th e  ch i ld 

representative on that list. 

There are booklets available in the 

parish shop with full information on all 

the guidelines and help with reporting. 

If you are interested in becoming a 

child protection representative please 

contact Fr Martin Clarke as we need 

your help. 

All is being done to safeguard our 

children as far as humanly possible, but 

more can always be done. 

Contact details  

Phyl Keaveny 

Child protection representative 

Donnybrook Parish 

We are indebted to the Members who 

contributed and helped. Also, Tesco at 

Merrion, Donnybrook Fair, and 

Hampton Books. Everybody won a 

prize. Two members very kindly sang 

for us. 

It was a “sparkling” occasion! 

Community life is alive and well in 

Donnybrook Parish. 

Christine O’Nolan, 

Honorary Secretary 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

The Teresian School (above) and St. Mary‟s National School (below) 

made their First Communion in May. 

THE ALZHEIMER CAFÉ 
The Alzheimer Café, an international 

concept, is being launched in Ireland. 

See www.alzheimercafe.ie for details. 

 

Child safeguarding 

service Archdiocese of 

Dublin 

 

 

01 836 0314 

Health Service 

Executive (HSE) 

 

01  884 2590 

The duty social worker 

Vergmount, Clonskeagh 

 

01 268 0320 

An Garda Síochána, 

Donnybrook 

 

01 666 9200 

Faoiseamh helpline 1800 33 1234 

Child safeguarding 

representative 

Donnybrook Parish 

 

 

087 9314532 



 

 

SPONSOR 
An anonymous donor has kindly 

sponsored this edit ion of the 

Newsletter. We are most grateful for 

their generosity. 

NEWSLETTER TEAM 
Coreen Dennis 269 4852 

Mary McDonogh 269 2338 

Daragh Mulvagh 269 4482 

Mary Plunkett 668 3407 

Margaret Whitla 2600 329 

Correspondence to the Parochial 

House 

DEATHS 

We extend the sympathy of the parish 

to the families of the following who 

died in recent months: 

 

Terry Stewart 

Colm Allen 

Mary Manning 

Aidan Dunn 

Myles Carton 

Kathleen Burke 

Garret FitzGerald 

Noirin Moynihan 

Annie Mary (Nancy) Stapleton 

Nicholas Mahon 

Declan Costello 

William (Billy) Kingston 

Pamela Prior 

Grace Quinlan 

Denis O‟Connell 

Margaret (Peggy) Branagan 

Peter Plunkett 

Lorna Mulvihill 

Anne Kennedy 

Bernard McCloskey 

David Cranley 

Ann O‟Connor 

David Barry 

James (Jim) Fennelly 

James (Jim) Tarpey 

Joseph (Joe) Purdy 

James (Billy) Donnelly 

Kieran J O‟Connor 

Patrick Kilbride 

Veronica O‟Brien 

John (Jack) Greene 

Mary Reid 

Thomas McDonnell 

Sheila Reilly 

Christina Daniell 

Brian Winters 

Therese (Tess) Sugrue 

Geraldine McGuckian 

Margaret Robinson 

John Lenfestey 

Michael Shiel 

May they rest in peace 
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MARRIAGES 

We congratulate 

Jeannette Waddick & Wayne Gaynor 

Helen Cooney & William Stafford  

Catherine Maher & Stephen Bennett 

Carmel Dunne & Christopher 

Mitchell  

Elaine McCarthy  & David Conalty  

Darina Lahiffe & Seamus Larrissey  

Patricia D‟Arcy & John Callan  

Sanam Khosraviani & Daragh O‟Shea 

Caroline McQuaid & Sean MacHale 

Nathalie Merren & Alan Murphy  

Eimear Heavey & Andrew Robertson 

who were recently married. 

BAPTISMS 

We welcome the following, recently 

baptised, to the Christian Community in 

Donnybrook 

 

Megan Ann Keane 

Savannah Lily Palmer 

Elizabeth Maire Spillane 

Patrick James Meagher 

Harry Conor Sexton 

Sadbh Deirdre Walsh 

Madeleine Walsh 

Thomas Simon Furney O‟Brien 

Georgina Kate Domingo 

Aisling Josephine O Morain 

Conall Eoin Casey 

Lasairfhiona Laoise Ni Chroinin 

Lauren Marie Browne 

Tomas Edwin O‟Mara 

Matthew Francis Butler 

Nola Eilis Forbes 

Leo Garrett Murphy 

Matilda Lily Nella Needham 

Johnny Diarmuid Costello 

Sean James Lester 

Ciaran Villarvel 

Anna Isabel Sheehan 

Isabella Jane Morrow 

Robert Michael Carrigy 

Lucy Moya O‟Grady 

Alex Walter O‟Reilly 

Thomas Luis McDonnell 

Leah Michelle O‟Donovan 

Katherine Elizabeth O‟Neill 

Rebecca Kate Moore 

Jack David Nagle 

Chloe Pauline Carswell 

Ross Patrick Lyons 

Frederick Kenneth Dudley Cahill 

Zac Oliver Byrne 

Thomas Gerard Doody 

Dorothea Margaret Graby 

Bailey Matilda Norton 

Eleanor May Hobbs 

Sam Cruz 

Alexa Lauren Chiu Brady 

Conor David Bradley 

Jack Denis Sweeney 

Zoe Mary Emer Keaveny 

Adam Patrick Mulville-Flynn 

James David Kendrick 

Isabella Lilia O‟Rourke 

Ashton Jonathan Dunne 

Rosalie Kate-Ann Palmer 

Anna Una Eileen Kelly 

Senan Edward Guiney 

Brendan Phillip McGerty 

Poppy Mary Rose Hickey 

Lauren Catherine McGrath 

Dylan Andrew O‟Connor 

Rory David O‟Connor 

Harry Michael Fagan 

Charlie Timothy Fagan 

CONFESSION TIMES 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 

available on Saturdays from 9.30am 

to 10.00am & after the 6.00pm Mass 

and any other time on request. 

THE NEW ROMAN MISSAL  
will come into full use on the First 

Sunday of Advent at the end of 

November.  From early September, 

we began to phase in the new 

translations of the people‟s prayers 

and responses at weekend Masses.  

Further information is available on 

our parish website – 

www.donnybrookparish.ie. 


