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when my offi ce was here in Simmonscourt 
Road, and back in the 1980’s, when 
I served for seven years as chaplain in 
UCD.  I have always been happiest when 
I fi nd myself somewhere between the 
mountains and the sea. After my time in 
UCD, I spent fi ve years as spiritual director 
for the seminarians at the Irish College 
in Rome (different mountains; different 
sea). During those years I completed a 
doctorate in philosophical anthropology, 
with a particular focus on the philosophy 
of Pope John Paul II.
Alongside the “day job”, I have enjoyed 
working in the fi eld of healthcare ethics, 
teaching philosophy and theology in 
Mater Dei Institute and the Milltown 

Perhaps the best way to introduce myself 
is to say that I’m a native of Dun Laoghaire 
and I was born in 1953, (in the middle of 
an economic depression). I have been a 
priest for thirty six years, but only seven 
years of that have been spent in full-
time parish ministry – in Foxrock and in 
Glendalough. I have had the opportunity 
to minister in three other parishes on a 
part-time basis, while teaching RE in 
Ringsend Technical Institute, serving 
as Director of the Diocesan Vocations 
Centre and most recently as Secretary 
General of IEC2012. 
I have worked within the parish boundaries 
of Donnybrook on two previous 
occasions, during these last few years 

fr KeVin DorAn

Institute, serving  on the Board of the 
Mater Hospital and having looking after 
the formation of Permanent Deacons in 
the diocese.
New beginnings are challenging to say 
the least. There is a lot to be done in 
Donnybrook and I look forward to 
working with all of you to build on what 
has been done in the past and to lay 
foundations for the future. I am very 
conscious that my assignment here is a 
consequence of the illness of Fr. Martin. 
Like you, I pray for the return of his health 
and his energy.

Fr Kevin Doran 
Administrator

pArish office – summer 
opening hours

Due to a backlog of administration
the Parish Offi ce Opening Hours from
17th June to 30th August will be:

mon-fri / 9am to 1pm
(offi ce will be closed in the afternoons)

parish secretary: 
Oonagh O’Toole
Tel: 269 3926
E-Mail: secretary@donnybrookparish.ie
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The 50th International Eucharistic 
Congress took place in our parish last 
year. While I had overall operational 
responsibility, it was a team effort. The 
preparation and delivery of the Congress 
was carried out primarily by lay people. 
The majority of the management team 
were women and most of the staff 
members were in their twenties and 
thirties. The contribution of almost 
two thousand volunteers has become 
something of a legend. 
In the months before the Congress, the 
hope was often expressed that it would 
make an important contribution to 
renewal in the Irish Church. Those of 
us who were directly involved shared 
that hope. We consistently argued, 
however, that the real fruit of the 
Congress would depend on its being 
understood as a journey rather than 
simply an event. People say that their 
faith was strengthened by the experience 
of the Congress. I personally believe 
the Congress also helped to restore 

confidence in the fact that the Irish 
Church can do things really well.
 While large events have their importance, 
it is in the local community, of course, 
that people normally gather to share faith 
and to minister to one another. It is in the 
parish, and perhaps in partnership with 
neighbouring parishes, that the journey of 
the Congress will really continue.
What were the highlights of the 
Eucharistic Congress for me? One was 
certainly the care and reverence with 
which the liturgies were celebrated. 
Another was the very obvious desire of 
people to grow in their understanding 
of their faith through participating in 
workshops and catechesis. Finally, many 
people commented on the joy and the 
sense of belonging that was so evident 
around the RDS during that week. If we 
could adopt those three characteristics 
of the Congress as targets for our own 
parish during the coming year, we would 
be doing very well.
Fr Kevin Doran

Alzheimer’s TeA DAy
May 9, Parish Centre.

Thanks to all who attended and to those 
who sent donations. Total contributions 
amounted to e1172. Special thanks to 
our local businesses who contributed - 
Dunnes Butchers, Donna Flowers, Roy 
Fox, Molloy Fish, Fanagan Untertakers, 
O’Connell’s Restaurant, Donnybrook 
Fair, Merrion Centre Jewellers, Merrion 
Centre Pharmacy (Tony Walsh), Hire 
All Catering (Sandyford) for cups and 
boiler.
Marion Horgan, Mary McDonogh

Pictured here are Una Smiley; Madame 
Emmanuelle d’Achon, French Ambassador; 
Fr Conor Harper SJ;  John and Kay Merry

ArT exhibiTion
DARA Donnybrook Art Group Exhibition 
was held in the Parish Centre 23rd 
March. The day was a great success and 
was attended by the French Ambassador, 
Madame Emmanuelle d’Achon, who was 
presented with flowers. Many thanks to 
the DARA art teacher, Aidan Gaffney.

Pilgrims at the RDS

Volunteers at the RDS

Cardinal Rodriguez Maradiaga speaking on 
Wed 13th June at RDS

Mass at RDS

DArA KillArney Trip
Donnybrook Active Retirement took a 
3 day trip to Killarney on 13th May this 
year and had a lovely time. Photo above: 
Donnybrook Active Retired in the hills 
above Lough Lein in Killarney.

The euchArisTic congress – one yeAr lATer
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The celebration of the sacrament of 
Confirmation for the boys and girls in St. 
Mary’s N.S. took place on Sunday 21st 
April.  In many ways the celebration of 
this sacrament marks the culmination of 
their religious formation in the Primary 
School. Currently the preparation of the 
sacrament of Confirmation involves the 
input of home, school and parish.  During 
the course of preparation parents call to 
mind the Baptism of their children and 
commit yet again to supporting them 
as they symbolically hand on the Faith 
when they light the baptismal candle and 
renew their baptismal promises during 
the Ceremony of Light.  The candidates 
for Confirmation research and study the 
lives of the Saints before selecting their 
Confirmation name.  We hope these 
young Christians will then go on to 
become inspirational leaders themselves 
and advocates for social justice in 
our community.  The course of study 

for Confirmation aims to develop an 
awareness of faith and the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives.  The study of the 
Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes and 
the Parables are an integral part of their 
religious preparation.  We also have a day 
of Retreat in Avila Centre of Carmelite 
Spirituality when we reflect on the 
meaning of forgiveness and reconciliation 
in our lives. 
The commitment of the Sixth Class boys 
and girls to read during the Sunday 
Mass Liturgy signifies their involvement 
and interest in the local Church.  It also 
allows them to become familiar with and 
appreciate the gift of the Sacred Scripture.
Ultimately the preparation of young 
people for Confirmation is not about a 
one day event- but rather encourages and 
enables them to participate in the Sunday 
Mass on a weekly basis in their local faith 
community.
Rita Kinsella, Principal, St Mary’s NS

firsT communion

confirmATion helping your neighbours 
in A posiTiVe WAy
For eight years “Donnybrook 
Neighbours” has provided elderly 
people with a facilty to do their weekly 
shopping in Tesco Merrion. Volunteer 
drivers collect the shoppers from their 
homes and bring them to Tesco and 
where appropriate assist them as they 
go around the supermarket. When 
shopping is completed the Volunteers 
bring the people back home.

The shopping “runs” takes place on 
Friday afternoons and evenings and each 
one is completed within an hour and a 
half. We will always welcome additional 
drivers as this will allow us to do even 
more in the parish.

Another aspect of “Donnybrook 
Neighbours” activity is to visit any 
resident who just simply wants  someone 
to drop in for a chat and a cup of tea.As 
a group we have found it very rewarding 
meeting people from the various areas of 
Donnybrook

And we now enjoy the various friendships 
that have developed over the years.
So if you know anybody who would 
benefit from our “work” then please do 
not hesitate in contacting us.

Tony MacDonald
On behalf of Donnybrook Neighbours
Tel: 01 2695049 

First Communion class of The Teresian School pictured with Fr Conor 
Harper, their teacher Aideen Sargent and Monsignor Sherry. 

St Mary’s First Communion Class

St Mary’s Sixth Class
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mArriAges
We congratulate

Philip Lea and Claire McArdle

David Gardiner and Joanne Clarke

Alan Butler and Caroline Gaynor

and wish them every happiness.

DeceAseD
We extend the sympathy of the parish 

to the families of the following 
who died recently.

Kathleen Boon

Elizabeth (Lil) Ryan

Conal O’Brien

(Thomas) Vincent Nutley

Elizabeth (Betty) Joye

Seamus Caffrey

James Gorman

Mary Lynch

William (Bill) Bolger

John (Jack) Sharpe

Richard (Dick) Frost

Kevin Barry Gallagher

Daniel (Danny) Killeen

Kathleen Kennan

Pauline McDonnell

Kitty Coffey

chAnge A life 
– become A fosTer cArer
Fostering is caring for somebody else’s 
child in your own home, providing family 
life for a child or young person, who for 
one reason or another, cannot live with 
his or her own parents.  Foster carers are 
always needed – could you give a child a 
chance? 

For further information please contact 
01 491 6401 or visit www.fostering.ie.  

bApTisms
We welcome the following, recently

baptised into the Christian Community
in Donnybrook.

Patrick Seana Ralepoma

Luca Amelia Casey

Geoff Kearns

Katie Caroline McCloskey

Isadora Mae MacNicholas

Michael Conor Thomas Browne

Jessica Alice Keating

Patrick Kilbride

Elissia Laura Battelle McCarthy

Louis Patrick Battelle McCarthy

Tim James Battelle McCarthy

Sebastian Butler

Ben Matthew Kirrane

Zoe Tess Bourke

Cillian Sarojin Kopan

James Michael Ingle

Nathan Kiernan Belvusava

Louis Laurence Fenelon

Harry Terence Jack Tully

Lily Cosgrave

Úna Thérése Ní Dhonnabháin

Oliver Michael Daly

Laura Jane Jaksic

Joaquin Mario Black

Lena Senak

Emily Rose Wendy O’Donohoe

priesTs of The pArish
Fr Martin Clarke, Parish Priest

Fr Kevin Doran, Parish Administrator
Tel: 087 244 7358
kevin.doran@dublindiocese.ie

Fr Conor Harper SJ, Curate
Tel: 01 218 0244

Fr John Boyers,  Parish Chaplain
Tel: 01 288 8149

Monsignor Richard Sherry, 
Pastor Emeritus
Tel: 01 269 2102 

pArish office
Parish Centre (behind the church)

Offi ce Hours:
Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
Closed for lunch (1.00 pm to 2.00 pm)

Please note Summer Hours:
17th June to 30th AugusT will be:
mon-fri / 9am to 1pm
(offi ce will be closed in the afternoons)

pArish TeAm  
Pastoral Sister: Sr. Bertha 
Tel: 269 3926 

Pastoral Sister: Sr. Fiona
Tel: 086 169 7677

Director of Music: Catherine Killoran 
Tel: 087 233 1797

Organist: Michael Quinn
Tel: 085 362 3128

neWsleTTer TeAm
Coreen Dennis  269 4852

Mary McDonogh  269 2338

Niall Loftus 269 2063

Daragh Mulvagh  269 4482

Mary Plunkett  445 4973

Margaret Whitla 260 0329

Correspondence to the Parish Centre.
email: newsletter@donnybrookparish.ie

sponsor
Thanks to Henry and Mary Crowley who 

have kindly sponsored this edition of 

the Newsletter. We are most grateful for 

their generosity.
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