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a saViour is Born
In our parish in Donnybrook, four

born and come to maturity more and

adults are preparing for baptism or for

more in our world, through us.

communion with the Church. They are
participating in the process and Rites

We hope that the RCIA programme will

of the Christian Initiation of Adults

be an on-going ministry in our parish.

(RCIA). We are building a team of

We will be delighted to hear from adults

people around them, who will befriend

who are interested in the Gospel of Jesus

them, journey with them, teach them

Christ and wish to explore the possibility

the faith, open up to them the Word of

of Christian Initiation and communion

God, form them in prayer and in living

with the Catholic Church. Catholics

as disciples of Jesus, familiarise them

who have been baptised but did not

with the rituals of the Church.

receive confirmation or communion,
or who have lost touch with Christ and

The four candidates are a gift to our

the Church in adult life, or who would

parish. They remind us what a parish is

welcome the opportunity to deepen

for. A parish, a community of faith, is

their faith, will also be most welcome to

not there for itself. It is there to give birth

participate in this programme.

to new Christians. A parish helps all of us
to grow in the Spirit, as children of God
and disciples of Jesus. A community of

haPPy chrisTMas

faith grows as a family grows, by giving

The Priests of the Parish

birth and nurturing new life.
At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of

We also welcome the help of more
parishioners in the programme to
help and support our candidates. The

and the Newsletter Team wish you

candidates are on a journey

a very Happy and Holy Christmas

Bethlehem, to Christ being born in them

and a Happy New Year.

to their

and through them, in our world.

Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us.
Jesus reveals to us the loving face of God.

May Christ be born in all of us, as

The birth of Jesus for us is not just a past

individuals, families and community a

event but an ever present reality. Each

little more as we celebrate, this year, the

day, Jesus wishes to be born in us, so that

feast of Christmas.

our new birth in Him grows and comes
to completion. Jesus also wishes to be

Mgr Lorcan O’Brien

Profile of
Mgr. Lorcan O’Brien
Lorcan has been a priest of the
Archdiocese of Dublin since 1970.
He grew up in Co. Clare in his mother’s
home town of Scarriff. His father was
from Bandon, Co. Cork. He received his
secondary education at St. Flannan’s
College, Ennis. His family moved to
Dublin in 1961 and his parents are
buried in Cruagh Cemetery, Rockbrook,
Co. Dublin. He has two older sisters
and a younger brother. He studied at
UCD and Holy Cross College, Clonliffe,
the Diocesan Seminary. He has served
in Athy, Co. Kildare as priest teacher in
the Vocational School for three years.
While there, he got involved with the
Irish Wheelchair Association and was a
member of the Council and the Executive
for many years. He did the graduate
course at St. Patrick’s Teacher Training
College and served for ten years as one
of the Diocesan Advisors for Religious
Education at Primary level. At that
time he was chaplain at the Dominican
Convent, Cabra, and assisted in a new
parish in Finglas South. He has served
in two full time parish appointments,
as curate at the parish of St. Anthony,
Clontarf and as Parish Priest at St.
Peter’s, Little Bray, for ten years in each.
He was a founder member of Bray Money
Advice and Budgeting Service. Prior to
his appointment to Donnybrook, he
served Archbishop Martin for ten years
as Moderator of the Diocesan Curia
and Vicar General of the Diocese. He
also served as Parish Chaplain at Corpus
Christi Parish, Drumcondra.

The Cow, the Donkey and the Christmas Crib
Jesus was born in a stable, so we do
not wonder at farm animals in the
Christmas crib.
Some have supposed that the donkey
is there because it carried Mary on her
journey to Bethlehem.
The Christmas Crib, like the Infancy
Narratives in the Gospels of Matthew
and Luke, owes much of its detail to
biblical references.

We read in the book of the prophet
Isaiah, chapter 1, verse 3, “The ox knows
its owner and the donkey its master’s
crib; Israel does not know me, my people
do not understand.”
The cow and the donkey in the Christmas
Crib represent those who recognise the
child Jesus as our Lord and Master. Like
Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds, they
too, represent the faithful.

The Christmas Carol Service

Mgr Lorcan O’Brien and Ministers of the Eucharist at a recent meeting
with Fr Damian McNeice, Master of Ceremonies to the Archbishop (pictured on the right)

None of us like asking for favours and I’m
sure Mary was no exception but she never
stinted in asking for a good cause. Mary
asked for Newsletter sponsorship, for
donations and prizes for the Alzheimers
Society and for Our Lady’s Hospice and
of course she asked for volunteers. She
usually got a very generous response.

Mary McDonogh

Mary always expressed her gratitude
for the least favour done, was always
fulsome in her praise and was most
generous. Many, not least myself, have
enjoyed her home baking usually when
we deserved it least.

Although I had the pleasure of working
with Mary McDonogh on the Newsletter
for nearly sixteen years I felt a little
inadequate when asked to write these
few words when so many in the Parish
knew her better.

Mary was the most accurate proof reader
I have known and “Keep it brief” was
Mary’s recipe for a good Newsletter
articles so I’ll finish by simply saying that
we all miss her.

Mary seemed to know everyone and
many of these were friends she had
gathered and cherished over the years
– her great neighbours in Greenfield,
people associated with Gonzaga College,
The Teresian School, Loreto College,
Fitzwilliam Tennis Club and Guinness to
mention the few I know about.

We wish to extend our sincere sympathy
to Mary’s family but in particular to
Rachel and Jimmy who also lost their dear
brother Gordon only last year. May God
hold them all in the palm of His hand as
they struggle through this festive season.
May Mary and Gordon rest in peace.
Daragh Mulvagh

The Venerable Fr. John Sullivan
Pope Francis, on the 7th of November,
declared ‘Venerable’ Fr. John Sullivan S.J
(1861 -1933) an Irish Jesuit Priest with
a reputation for saintliness and healing.

of his priestly life was spent in Clongowes
Wood College, Co. Kildare. He died on
the 19th February, 1933 and his tomb is
in the Jesuit Church in Gardiner Street,
Dublin 1.

The Venerable Fr. John Sullivan was born
in Dublin on 8th May, 1861. His father,
the future Lord Chancellor of Ireland, Sir
Edward Sullivan was a Protestant. His
mother, Lady Bessie, was a Catholic. He
was brought up in the in the Protestant
tradition of his father and educated at
Portora Royal School, Enniskillen.

Fr. John’s reputation for saintliness and
healing was recognised widely in his
lifetime and this devotion has continued
since his death. Many have experienced
the healing presence of God in their lives
through his intercession.

In December 1896, he was received into
the Catholic Church and some four years
later, he entered the Jesuit Order. Most

Fr. Conor Harper S.J C.C. Donnybrook is the
Vice-Postulator for the cause of Fr. Sullivan’s
canonisation.

Sr John
Sr John Teresita Barry lived and worked
in Donnybrook for almost 20 years,
from 1984 to 2004. She was a member
of the local Religious Sisters of Charity
Community, but also the wider Parish
Community who served the Parish
with dedication, generosity and great
compassion.
As Pastoral Care Sister she offered
advice, encouragement and practical
help to all who came to her in any
kind of need. She worked from the
office in the Parish Community Centre,
brought Holy Communion to the sick,
visited parishioners in their homes,
worked closely with the St Vincent de
Paul Conference and had a particular
care for those who were homeless or
unemployed.
She never looked for praise or
appreciation but found her happiness
in serving the Lord wholeheartedly in the
spirit of her congregation. Her presence
brought consolation to those when she
visited hospitals and prisons, comfort to
parishioners who were lonely or anxious,
and sound advice to those with financial,
housing or health problems.
In 2004 Sr John moved from Donnybrook
to live in the Sisters of Charity Community
in Stanhope Street and to work in St.
James Parish. Her death on 31-10-2014
was sudden and unexpected. She will be
sadly missed. May she rest in peace,
Sr Bertha Lee

PriesTs of The Parish

DeceaseD

BaPTisMs

We extend the sympathy of the parish to
the families of the following
who died recently

We welcome the following, recently
baptised into the Christian Community
in Donnybrook

Teresa Lynch
Phyllis D’Arcy
Margaret (Marge) Cranley
Malcom Craig
Maureen Farrell-Munoz
Margaret Edgeworth
John Roche
Dorothy (Dor) Mordaunt
Michael (Mick) Gallagher
Margaret (Winnie) Forsyth
Dr William Patrick Hickey
Michael Murphy
Rosanna Kavanagh
Cathal O’Connell

Charlotte Lourdes O’Flynn-Bhayro
Aster May O’Connell
Daniel Conlon
Fionn Aodh Byrne
Toby Joseph French
Thomas Michael Brennan
David Ivan Black
Sophie Joy Wallace
Nicholas Scalzo
Tom Donal Arthur Grace
Emma Rose Barry
Lucy Barrett
Arsen Matthew Majabague
Maria Angelica Malave-Freeman
Olivia Grace McGeown
Brett Patrick Desmond
Lauren Aimee Lenehan
Sarah Mae Groarke
John Mark Keane
Leah Farrell-Tangney
Arthur Thomas Peter O’Shaughnessy
Clara Rose Brennan
Oscar Edward John Barry
Finn Peter Maguire
Sarah Keating

Marriages
We congratulate
Eoin Hickey &
Isabella Francisco da Silva Nunes
Patrick Halpin & Marianne Lambert
Khurram Jason & Lina Jonykaite
and wish them every happiness.

legion of Mary

socieTy of
sT VincenT De Paul

The local praesidium of the Legion of
Mary may be contacted through the
Parish Office.

The local conference of the Society of
St Vincent de Paul may be contacted
through the Parish Office.

Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien,
Administrator,
Tel: 087 240 8975
E: obrienlorcan@donnybrookparish.ie
Fr. Conor Harper S.J., Curate,
Tel: 218 0244
E: charper@clongowes.net
Fr. John Boyers, Parish Chaplain
Tel: 668 4356
Monsignor Richard Sherry,
Pastor Emeritus
Tel: 269 2102

Parish office
Parish Centre (behind the church)
Office Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
Closed for lunch (1.00 pm to 2.00 pm)
Parish Secretary: Oonagh O’Toole
Tel 269 3926
E-Mail: secretary@donnybrookparish.ie

Parish TeaM
Pastoral Sister: Sr. Bertha
Tel: 269 3926
Pastoral Sister: Sr. Fiona
Tel: 086 169 7677
Director of Music: Catherine Killoran
Tel: 086 060 0000
Organist: Michael Quinn
Tel: 085 362 3128

newsleTTer TeaM
Coreen Dennis

269 4852

Niall Loftus

269 2063

Daragh Mulvagh

087 973 6983

Correspondence to the Parish Centre.
email: newsletter@donnybrookparish.ie
Mgr Lorcan O’Brien with parents of the parish at a pre-baptism meeting earlier this month

