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THE EASTER VIGIL –HOLY SATURDAY NIGHT
On Holy Saturday night the Church
keeps vigil, waiting for the Resurrection
of the Lord and celebrating the
sacraments of Christian Initiation. The
Vigil is the Church’s most important
celebration in the year. It was prefigured
by the Hebrew Passover, which
celebrated their journey from slavery
in Egypt to freedom in their own land
of promise. We celebrate the mystery
of Christ who died and is risen. The
Resurrection of Christ is the foundation
of our faith and hope. Through Baptism,
Confirmation and Communion we are
inserted into Christ, dying, buried and
raised with him. We also reign with him
as we await his coming. It is unlikely that
we could have anything better to do on
Holy Saturday night, wherever we are,
than celebrate the Easter Vigil.
Holy Saturday is the night for giving
birth to new Christians and renewing
our own discipleship of Christ. Here
in Donnybrook, at the Vigil on Holy
Saturday night, one of our elect will be
baptised, confirmed and receive first
communion and another will be received
into full communion with the Church
through Baptism and Communion.
The Vigil unfolds in Four parts.
– The Liturgy of Light. The Paschal Candle,
decorated with signs of the Passion of
Christ is lit from a newly blessed fire.
The Candle leads the procession of the
faithful into the Church. It is a sign
of Christ our light who leads us out of
darkness into his wonderful light. His

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL IS TO
light is shared with each of us. Then the GET 16 MORE CLASSROOMS
solemn Easter Proclamation, the Exultet,
is sung.
– The Liturgy of the Word. The readings
proclaim all that God has done for His
people from the beginning of creation
to Christ and our own baptism. In the
Liturgy of the Word, the joy of Easter
breaks through in the singing of the
Gloria, the ringing of the Church bells,
the lighting of the Altar candles and the
triple Allelulia.
– The Liturgy of Baptism. Water is
blessed. We seek the intercession of
the Mary, the saints and all Holy Men
and Women in the litany. The elect
profess their faith, are baptised into
the death and resurrection of Christ
and are confirmed. We all renew our
baptismal promises and are sprinkled
with water. This brings to completion
the Lenten journey.
– The Liturgy of the Eucharist. The
celebration of the Eucharist is the
culmination of the Easter Vigil and the
three great days of Holy Week. The risen
Lord invites us to share already on our
journey of life, the heavenly banquet.
The Easter Celebration extends for fifty
days, celebrating the effects of Christ‘s
death and resurrection in our own
lives and concludes with the Feasts of
Ascension and Pentecost.
Mgr Lorcan O’Brien

The Department of Education and Skills
has written to the Board of Management
of St. Mary’s School informing us of
its decision to provide sixteen extra
classrooms for St. Mary’s School, in
addition to the refurbishment of the
existing school on Belmont Avenue. The
Department has reached agreement
with the Dominican Sisters, subject to
planning permission, for the acquisition
of a three acre site on the Muckross
Park Lands, where the new classrooms
will be built. The target date for the
completion of the new building is 2018.
This is wonderful news for the school,
the parish and above all for the parents
and children of the parish. We are very
grateful to the Board of Management
and in particular, the Chairperson, Mr.
John Hennessy, for all their work over
the years to achieve this development.

MARY AIKENHEAD DECLARED
VENERABLE BY POPE FRANCIS
The foundress of the Religious Sisters
of Charity, Mary Aikenhead, has been
declared Venerable by Pope Francis.
Being declared Venerable is the second
of four steps in the Catholic Church’s
Canonisation process. She founded the
Sisters of Charity in 1815, 200 years ago
this year. She opened the first school for
catholic children in Gardiner St. in 1830,
followed in 1834 by St Vincent’s Hospital,
the first hospital for patients of all creeds
to be run by women religious. In 1833
she opened St Mary’s Convent here in
Donnybrook. She was buried there in
1858. A farmer wrote of her death, ‘In her,
Ireland’s poor have lost their best friend.’

PASTORAL COUNCIL NOTES

SACRO CUORE

The PPC is a leadership structure that
enables our Priests and Parishioners
to work together to build a dynamic
Christian community characterised
by faith, evangelisation, worship and
service. In addition we facilitate the coordination of parish services.

We’re famous in Bari – Italy. Don
Dominico Falco has sent us a copy of the
calendar from Sacro Cuoro parish. Their
parishioners have taken photographs of
churches throughout the world which
are dedicated to the Sacred Heart and
our church featured in the month of
February. Their website is http://www.
parrocchiasacrocuorebari.it/

Some recent activities:
PPC attended the Diocesan conference
to mark the 23rd World day of the Sick.
The main message was awareness of
the sick in our community. While not
wishing to be intrusive the Parish is
very happy to tend to the needs of the
unwell. Please keep us informed about
sick neighbours, friends and relatives.
Roddy Stafford has recently taken over
from Phyl Keaveney as Child Protection
Officer. We are very grateful to Phyl for
her work in this area.
Parish Clustering is coming with the
reducing number and aging of our
priests. There have been workshops and
discussions as we organise our church
for the challenges ahead.
There are many Religious Communities
in our parish and in this Church Year
of Consecrated Life, we have been
discussing how to acknowledge and
honour them.
We have been participating in the
preparations for the 2015 Synod of
Bishops which has the theme: “The
vocation and mission of the family in
the Church and Contemporary World”
Our thanks to Fred Duffy a has recently
resigned as PPC secretary and we
welcome Fergal Fahy as his replacement
PPC
welcomes
new
members
periodically. For information on the
nomination process please refer to
any priest of the parish or existing PPC
member.

VOLUNTEERS
The Dublin City Volunteer Centre is
holding a “Voluneer Fair for the over 55s”
Date: 28th May 2015
Time: 10.00am – 2.00pm
Venue: Carmelite Community Centre,
Aungier Street, Dublin 2

GREETINGS FROM FINLAND
Those who sometimes experience
difficulty with reception of the Mass from
our church radio might be surprised to
hear that given the right conditions in
the ionosphere, we can be heard all the
way to Bromarv in Finland. Jim Solatie,
writing from Espoo near Helsinki, was
kind enough to e-mail Monsignor
Lorcan with a report of a Mass which
he heard which was broadcast from
Donnybrook on 30th November 2014.
Harri Kujala from Naantali, Finland
also wrote to us to day hello. We send
best wishes to them all.

SERVICE OF LIGHT
On Wednesday March 4th, in the
evening at 7.30pm, a Service of Light
was conducted in our Church by
Monsignor 0’Brien and Fr. Harper for
the Confirmation students from both
Teresians and St. Mary’s, together with
their parents. This was a very beautiful
ceremony and confirmation will take
place on 19th April at 3pm.

COELIACS AND COMMUNION.
People who suffer from gluten
intolerance can receive communion
from a chalice other than the one into
which part of the host/ bread has
been broken. They may also request to
receive a gluten free host/bread. These
are available in the Sacristy. If you wish
to communicate in this way, ask in the
sacristy before Mass and a gluten free
host will be provided in a separate
dish for the Mass. Come to the Altar
with the Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion after the sign of peace to
receive communion.

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE
JULY 2014
On Friday 18 July twenty five volunteers,
some hospitaliers and stagiares met
in Dublin Airport, as members of
Hospitalité de Notre Dame de Lourdes
with leader Pat Curran. There were five
new stagiaries in our group.
Assignments included working in the
baths, La Grotto, flower arranging,
helping in the sewing room, one in the
Accueil kitchen. Some worked in the
railway station welcoming overland
pilgrims. Four of us were assigned to
the Petitions office.
Lourdes is a special place where the sick,
the handicapped and the vulnerable
are treated like royalty and are cared
for by the volunteers both medical
and non-medical. Here the concept of
“God is love” is seen in action. The sick,
many terminally ill, come to Lourdes
even though the journey is difficult
and physically demanding. All come
to receive spiritual care and some to
prepare for the final stage of their
earthly journey. Suffering is a mystery
and while it is always painful it can also
be life giving and can often bring out
the best in us. The real disability in life
is not being able to love.
Most pilgrims have a special devotion
to Our Lady and find Lourdes a place
of light, hope, joy and healing. It is a
place where the “smile of God’s Person”
is visible.
Heaven meets earth in Lourdes. All
people are reverenced. There is deep
reconciliation. God’s presence and
Kingdom values are almost tangible.
In Lourdes we recall that prayer,
procession and pilgrimage here started
as a result of Our Lady appearing
to Bernadette in 1858. It reminds
us of God in the midst of Poverty
and powerlessness and the gracious
visitation of His mother to a little child
with little of the world’s comforts.
Our Lady of Lourdes intercede for all
your children.

TERESIAN BASKETBALL
In sports, the Teresian girls won an All
Ireland basketball competition, in the
under 19 category. This was held at
The Arena in Tallaght. We’ll done to all
involved.

SISTER BARNABAS 1917—2015
Sister Barnabas Kett O.P. Dominican
Convent Muckross Park, Donnybrook
formerly of Farrahy Kilkee, Co.Clare
died on 1 February 2015, in the loving
care of the staff of Cappagh Hospital,
Dublin after a long life of service to
the students of Dominican College
Muckross. Frail health did not prevent
her in her ministry to her Community,
the students and their parents, her
friends and the many people who
crossed her path. She had an incredible
memory for names—a memory that
lasted up to her death. A woman before
her time, who stood for no nonsense.

Invincible, she influenced so many,
encouraging them in difficult moments.
She believed that education was the
key to a good life and urged students
to develop and use their God given
gifts. She was enterprising - started
up driving lessons for 5th. Years in the
60’s, organised student exchange with
French schools, and educational trips to
London and France. SVdP and the Red
Cross received support from her. Each
year students were sent to Lourdes with
the Dublin Diocesan Pilgrimage to work
with the sick and elderly. Some of these
girls returned to Lourdes when they
got married. Sister Barnabas’ interest
extended to the Past Pupils’ Union. In
the latter years Past Pupils from as far
away as Australia on visits to Ireland
would phone ‘Barnie’ to say they were
calling for a chat. She loved those visits.
Past Pupils, Sisters and teachers were
visiting her in hospital up to her last
moments. Her dearest wish for all was
that the tradition of ‘Veritas’, the school
motto, the truth that sets all human
beings free, would be continued. The
words of a poem written by Past Pupil
Valerie Cox speak for many of us: “Your
work is done. Go with our love”
Sr Carmel OP

SR BERTHA
We wish a full recovery to Sr Bertha
from her serious accident and we look
forward to having her back in the parish.

DARA
Donnybrook Active Retired Association
have ‘Irish Garden Birds’ an illustrated
talk by Jim Byrne on March 24th and
the DARA Art Exhibition on 25th &
26th April. Contact Chairman Therese
Purcell: 087 631 0654

CATHERINE KILLORAN
ASHES
The palms that were used on Palm
Sunday 2014 were burned by John Doyle
in the Convent of the Sisters of Charity.
The ashes were then blessed and used
on Ash Wednesday in our church, St
Margarets and UCD.
Sr Betrtha

Catherine Killoran, our choir director,
recently celebrated her 50th Birthday
with the parish choir. The Garda Male
Voice choir, whom she also directs,
joined them for the occasion.
Pictured on the right, Mgr Lorcan O’Brien,
Catherine Killoran & Fr. Conor Harper S.J

MS. RITA KINSELLA RETIRES
In the midst of this positive news from
St Mary’s, it is with regret that we have
learned that Ms. Rita Kinsella, our
School Principal, is retiring at the end of
this school year. She has given 42 years
of wonderfully dedicated and exemplary
service to the school. Rita came to the
school as a newly qualified teacher in
1973. She was appointed Principal
in 1981 when St. Mary’s was seeking
enrolments. Under her leadership St.
Mary’s is now a school where so many
families want places for their children
that enrolment has been seriously
oversubscribed. News of a larger St.
Mary’s is a testimony to her service
and the wonderful teaching staff. We
express to Rita our heartfelt thanks for
the tremendous service she has given
our school and our parish. We wish
her a long and happy retirement. The
process of appointing a new principal
has begun.

PRIESTS OF THE PARISH

DECEASED

BAPTISMS

We extend the sympathy of the parish to
the families of the following
who died recently
Nancy Duffin

We welcome the following, recently
baptised into the Christian Community
in Donnybrook

Gillian Ryan

Fionn Padraig McGarry
Myles Sebastian Murphy
Jack Paul Clarke
Ella Bridget Sweeney
Ailbhe Bridget McCartan
Frederick John Forbes
Sophia Louise Devery
Evin Liam Mongan
Jessica Clare Cooney
Joseph Jonathan Flanagan

Lady Pamela Esmonde
Derville Gleeson
Ethel Farrelly
Maeve Mooney
Rosie Smith
Eamonn (Harry) Hagan
Paul Jackson
Moira Hargaden
Sean Blake
Teresa Sherry
Madeleine McGrath
Noreen Ryan
Marie Geoghegan
Sr Barnabas Kett
Mona Crowe
Lorna Ryan
Bernadette Lynch
Susan Stapleton
Blathnaid (Bron) Ui Rathille
Patricia White
Brigid Crowne
Tony Fenton
Ita Barry
Michael Hayes
Lillian Plunkett

MARRIAGES
We congratulate
Naomi Harty & Dermot English
Lindsey O’Connell & Ciaran Dowd
and wish them every happiness.

LEGION OF MARY
The local praesidium of the Legion of
Mary may be contacted through the
Parish Office.

Elena Jane Galvin
Giulio Gerard Flood
Martha Aileen Keaney
Thomas Patrick O’Callaghan
Aoife Orla Kavanagh
Alexandra Kate Shine-Walsh
Isabel Fallon Donnelly
Freya Isabel Walsh
Lauren Linda Kavanagh
Hugh Patrick Hegarty
Leo Gerard Fenelon
Sophia Pascal Frances Nolan-Cogan
Alexander Richard Spilman
Grace Marie Gavigan
Barry Brian Hurson
Shay Daniel Browne
Patrick Thomas Mulloy
Annabelle Mary Brigid Conroy
Max Liam Gillespie
Hugo James McGrath
Nora Ellen O’Grady
Dalgan Richard Murphy
Sean Jack Hanniffy
Maia Sophie Hanniffy
Theodore Ryder Murphy
Matilda Polly Gavin
Cathal Cronan Bradley
Archie Ross Kearney
Max Ludwig Frame
Chloe Marie Tracey
Maia Berg

Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien,
Administrator,
Tel: 087 240 8975
E: obrienlorcan@donnybrookparish.ie
Fr. Conor Harper S.J., Curate,
Tel: 218 0244
E: charper@clongowes.net
Fr. John Boyers, Parish Chaplain
Tel: 668 4356
Monsignor Richard Sherry,
Pastor Emeritus
Tel: 269 2102

PARISH OFFICE
Parish Centre (behind the church)
Office Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
Closed for lunch (1.00 pm to 2.00 pm)
Parish Secretary: Oonagh O’Toole
Tel 269 3926
E-Mail: secretary@donnybrookparish.ie

PARISH TEAM		
Pastoral Sister: Sr. Bertha
Tel: 269 3926
Pastoral Sister: Sr. Fiona
Tel: 086 169 7677
Director of Music: Catherine Killoran
Tel: 086 060 0000
Organist: Michael Quinn
Tel: 085 362 3128

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Coreen Dennis

269 4852

Niall Loftus

269 2063

Daragh Mulvagh

087 973 6983

Correspondence to the Parish Centre.
email: newsletter@donnybrookparish.ie

