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Extraordinary Jubilee
Year of Mercy
8th December 2015 –
20th November 2016
Pope
Francis
announced
an
extraordinary holy year, a Jubilee of
Mercy, on the second anniversary of his
election as Bishop of Rome. It will
involve the Catholic Church throughout
the whole world. He said “I am
convinced that the whole Church can
find in this jubilee the joy of
rediscovering and making fruitful the
mercy of God with which we are all
called to give consolation to every man
and woman of our time.” The official
document proclaiming the holy year
published on the holy door of St.
Peter’s in Rome, said “Jesus Christ is
the face of the Father’s mercy”. These
words might well sum up the mystery
of Christian faith. Mercy has become
living and visible in Jesus of Nazareth,
reaching its culmination in him.
Jesus by his words and actions and his
entire person reveals the mercy of
God”. (par 1). Francis writes: “Mercy:
the word reveals the very mystery of
the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the
ultimate and supreme act by which God
comes to meet us. Mercy: the
fundamental law that dwells in the heart
of every person who looks sincerely
into the eyes of his brothers and sisters

on the path of life. Mercy: the bridge
that connects God and humankind,
opening our hearts to the hope of
being loved forever despite our
sinfulness.” (par 2.)
Some details of what he envisages in
Rome have already been announced.
The full programme for the year in
Rome and in every church throughout
the world is being developed.

The day the jubilee begins is the 50th
anniversary of the closing of the
Second Vatican Council. Happily, the
Jubilee of Mercy coincides with the
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150th anniversary of the opening
our Church of the Sacred Heart.
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Rita Kinsella
To celebrate the retirement after 42
years of Rita Kinsella, Principal of St
Mary’s
National
School,
a
thanksgiving Mass was celebrated on
Saturday afternoon 6th June. Msgr
O’Brien concelebrated with Fr Conor
Harper and Msgr Sherry. A large
attendance included current and past
pupils and their parents - a testament
to the affection for Rita and her
tireless work and concern for her
pupils over the years. It is estimated
that Rita encountered around 1500
pupils over her four decades and all
marvelled at her knowledge of each
pupil and their family. Teachers and
friends made up the congregation
which was led by two choirs and a
number of soloists under the musical
direction of our organist, Michael
Quinn.
The celebrations continued after a fun
filled chauffeured drive by open
topped vintage car to Bective rugby
club. A hard working committee with
Lucia Leahy at the helm provided
delicious refreshments. After a
number of contributions and a speech
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She has a wide range of interests
including music, reading and golf.
Anne is looking forward to continuing
the great work of her highly esteemed
predecessor,
Rita
Kinsella.
In
collaboration with the staff, parents,
parish and school community, her
priority is to ensure that all the pupils
in St Mary’s continue to have an
enriching and happy primary school
experience.

The Christian Initiation
of Adults
by Chairman of the Board of
Management John Hennessy, gifts
were presented.
Rita will be a hard act to follow but as
you see below her successor is already

in place and I’m sure that Anne
will continue to get the same
superb support from pupils,
parents and parish.
Daragh Mulvagh

Anne Purcell
Anne Purcell, newly appointed
Principal
of
St
Mary’s
NS,
Donnybrook, is due to take up her
position in September, 2015. A
graduate of Carysfort College of
Education, Anne brings a wealth of
experience to the role. She completed
post graduate studies in St Patrick’s
College of Education, Drumcondra,
graduating with a First Class Honours
Masters of Education degree.
Anne has taught all classes from
Junior Infants to Sixth. She is currently
on secondment from her position as
Assistant Principal in St. Pius X Boys’
National School in Terenure to the
Catholic
Primary
Schools
Management Association. In her role
as Schools Management Advisor, she
provides support and advice to schools
and
Boards
of
Management
throughout the country.
In addition to the above roles, Anne
has worked as a part-time lecturer in
St. Patrick’s College of Education. She
has also designed and facilitated

Continuous
Professional
Development courses for teachers.
Anne is a Musical Director of the
National Children’s Choir, a
musical initiative in which children
in Primary schools all over Ireland
learn and perform a common
repertoire of songs from different
genres. She has published a widelyused textbook for the teaching of
Music in primary schools.
Anne is married with two children.
She has a wide range of interests
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Two adults completed their Christian
Initiation into Christ and his Church at
the Easter Vigil in April. There are
others in the parish on that journey to
faith in Christ and His Church. RCIA
team is still in place, supporting and
accompanying them. They meet each
Tuesday evening at 7.30 p.m. in the
Parish Centre. The journey begins with
a moment of grace when a person
begins to sense an awareness of a need
for God and is prompted to enquire
further. The RCIA team is available to
meet with enquirers and to help them in
their searching. They can be contacted
through the parish office
tel: 01 2693926.

Parish Sisters
We wish Sr Bertha and Sr Fiona a
speedy recovery.

BAPTISMS

First Holy Communion

We welcome the following, recently
baptised,
to
the
Christian
Community in Donnybrook
Oscar Vincent Davitt Flood
William Andrew Sheehy
John Michael Meere
Lottie Teresa Curran
Oisin Coleman Brennan
Mia Tessa Margaret Slattery
Eline Lydia Katherine Steemers
William Joseph Ignatius Paton
Laila Willow McCarthy
Theodore Edward Dawson
Freya Karen Shanahan
Ellie Katherine Lynch
Darragh Patrick Rutter-McKeigue
Max Robert McGovern
Luke Michael Mooney
Brandon James Doyle-Merrigan
Oscar Thomas Madigan
Aidan Noel Atkinson
Mila Maria McEnroe
Elizabeth Maria Coonan
Holly Anne Dowling
Aurora Kathleen Walsh
Rose Anna Sheehy

First Holy Communion classes from St. Mary’s National School (above) and
The Teresian School (below)

Legion of Mary
The local praesidium of the
Legion of Mary may be contacted
through the Parish Office.

Society of
St Vincent De Paul
The local conference of the
Society of St Vincent de Paul may
be contacted through the Parish
Office.

The Ballsbridge, Donnybrook &
Sandymount Historical Society
The Society open their Autumn series with an historical tour of
UCD conducted by Ruth Ferguson, Curator. Starting at 11am
Belfield House on Saturday 5 September. All are welcome, and no
booking required.
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MARRIAGES

We congratulate
Sarah Bradshaw & Richard Kearney
Rebecca Lee & Timothy Switzer
Rachel Keegan & John Wickham
Emma Whelan & Ciaran Shields
Eleanor McLaughlin & Richardo
Schaefer
Eva Gaynor & Joseph McGinley
who were married recently.

Sr Bertha

Sr Bertha has asked us to thank all of
our parishioners for all of their
good wishes, Mass cards and support
to her since her accident.
Every visit she received has been most
welcomed and appreciated. She likes
to be kept updated and in touch with all
the happenings in the parish. She
remembers you all in her prayers daily.
With the help of your prayers she
hopes to be back in your midst in the
not so distant future.
Many thanks, Eleanor Lee

Joanne Connell - Clothing
the Body of Christ
For many years Joanne Connell has been
taking care of the parish altar linens,
washing, stain removing, ironing, sowing
and repairing. The work may seem
mundane and for many would be tedious.
The principal symbol of Christ in a Church
is the Altar, the Table of the Lord. Dressing
the altar is, in a sense, clothing the Body of
Christ.
Our altar has always been
beautifully dressed and prepared for the
celebration of the mysteries of Christ and
our Redemption. We thank Joanne for the
wonderful service to the parish, given so
expertly, quietly, reverently and faithfully.

The Adult Choir
Call for singers
All welcome

The Donnybrook Church adult choir sings
at the noon Mass each Sunday, and at other
times of the Church year, most notably the
Easter ceremonies and Christmas
celebrations.
In July of last year many members of the
choir took part in ‘The Really Big Chorus’
in Albert Hall in London. Closer to home
we raised €1,000 for St Vincent de Paul
while carol singing in Tesco Merrion
Centre, and, along with the Childrens’
Choir, took part a very enjoyable carol
service in the church during Advent. Most
recently we were joined by the Garda
Choir for a special celebration at the 12
o’clock Mass on Sunday 8th February.
Presently we have 31 very friendly and
welcoming members in the choir.
Catherine Killoran, our choir director,
inspires us and keeps us in good humour
(and usually in tune).
We are a four-part choir and are in dire
need of tenors and basses in particular, so
that we can continue to sing our repertoire
of beautiful Masses and so enhance the
liturgy.
We meet on Sunday mornings at 10.15am
in the Parish Centre to rehearse before the
noon Mass. Please don’t think you have to
attend every Sunday.
Catherine
understands that we all have busy lives and
need the occasional weekend off for
personal or family reasons. The choir also
takes a summer break, usually from the
end of June to early September.
There is no audition to join the choir, nor
do you need to be a parishioner to join.
Finally, if you can’t join the choir then do
join in the congregational singing. The
words of the opening and closing hymns
are usually printed in the Missalette, and
the sung Our Father is very familiar at this
stage.
For more information you can contact any
of the choir members or the Choir Director,
whose e-mail is:
catherine.singingstudio@gmail.com

DEATHS

We extend the sympathy of the parish to
the families of the following who died in
recent months:
Patricia White
Brigid Crowne
George Nagle
Justice Katherine Delahunt O’Byrnes
George Macken
Mary O’Connor
Dr Mary Redmond Ussher
Sarah Mulligan
Jim McCarthy
Henry (Harry) O’Dwyer
Stephen D’Arcy
Oliver Plunkett
Joan Hughes
Janet O’Sullivan
Rose Fox
May they rest in peace
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Tel: 086 060 0000
Organist: Michael Quinn
Tel: 085 362 3128
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