
Donnybrook Parish’s 

Development Plans 

 

Phase One – The New Parish 

Pastoral Centre. 

The Design Team for the Parish 

Pastoral Centre has been appointed and 

is meeting regularly to plan the New 

Parish Pastoral Centre.  The plan, as 

you know, is to build the Pastoral 

Centre parallel to the Church on the 

South side and incorporate the lower 

ground floors of the two presbyteries. 

When a draft plan has been agreed 

and costed, we will seek a pre-planning 

meeting with Dublin City Council. 

After that meeting a plan will be drawn 

up and proposed to the people of the 

parish for your views and advice. It will 

be put on display in the Church and in 

the Parish Centre. A meeting will be 

arranged to receive your comments and 

questions. After consideration of your 

feed- back and alterations made ,  the 

Architect, John Deaton, will prepare a 

planning application for submission to 

Dublin City Council.   

We hope to be in a positon to submit 

that application for the Parish Pastoral 

Centre and the ground works around it, 

before the end of April and that the 

planning process will be completed by 

the end of August. If it is, in September 

we will seek tenders to build the 

Pastoral Centre. The tendering 

process will take some months. 

All going well,  construction will 

begin early in 2017 and the work 

completed within the year.  During 

the construction of the Parish Pastoral 

centre, we will start the process of 

planning for Phase Two, the 

Renovation and Upgrading of the 

Church. 

 

 

 

 

Easter 1916 -2016. 

This Easter we celebrate the 

Centenary of the Easter Rising.  When 

the fighting started on Easter Monday, 

the city closed down, including the 

Churches. Donnybrook Church, it is 

said, was the closest Church to the 

city centre which remained open 

during Easter Week. People flocked 

to it. Isn’t it curious that the plans to 

celebrate the centenary of the rising  

makes it very difficult for many, 

especially members of the Church of 

Ireland, to access their normal place 

of worship and impossible for some.  

What would the revolutionaries who 

fought for the freedom of the Irish 

people think of the state to which they 

gave birth, interfering with people’s 

freedom to worship on the most 

www.donnybrookparish.ie 

important day of worship in the 

Christian year, the day of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ? 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

however, while an event in history, is 

not something in the past, that is just 

remembered and celebrated.  While the 

celebrations of 1916 might make it 

difficult or impossible for some to 

attend their Church, the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ is an ever present reality in 

our lives. Christ is Risen and Christ, as 

the Easter stories reveal, is with us.  

Allelulia! As St. Paul reminded us, in 

his letter to the Romans, ‘nothing can 

come between us and the love of God 

made visible in Jesus Christ’. Easter 

alerts us to the wonder of God, the 

Father of Jesus, the God of mercy and 

compassion. Easter challenges us to 

become alive or more alive for God in 

Jesus our Lord. Easter is our story, not 

just our history, our future, not just our 

past. 

This Easter, may we all awaken to 

the mystery of the resurrection of Jesus 

and our new life.  

 

Mgr. Lorcan O’Brien. Adm.  
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audio-visual shorts, with a strong 

focus on social justice and human 

rights issues.  

Ellie, an asylum seeker, discussed 

the refugee crisis, how long it actually 

took to be processed as an asylum 

seeker in Ireland and she also 

discussed direct provision. We learnt 

many valuable things and one thing 

that I think resonated with the 

audience was that the refugees only 

get €19.10 a week. She noted the 

length of time people have to wait to 

receive the title of an asylum seeker in 

Ireland. Ellie has been in Ireland for 

six years yet she can’t work. She 

commented on the stereotypes 

associated with refugees and urged us 

to challenge this stereotype in our 

society. 

Roger Childs is the Senior 

Production Executive and Genre Head 

of Religious Programmes at RTE. He 

showed us thought-provoking clips 

from ‘The Meaning of Life”. He made 

note that the decline of young people 

attending mass is an issue yet believes 

that religion can still influence young 

people today. During the interviews 

broadcasted on ‘Meaning of Life” 

those that are interviewed question 

religion and whether there is a God. 

Many famous names have been 

interviewed by Gay Byrne such as 

Bono, Stephen Fry and Mary 

McAleese. 

I believe students from all schools 

benefited immensely from this event 

and we hope those that attended 

enjoyed the talks given by the special 

guests, Caroline Reid, Ellie Kisyombe 

and Roger Childs. 

 Caroline Finnegan 

5th Year, The Teresian School 

 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

The Ballsbridge, 

Donnybrook & 

Sandymount 

Historical Society 

 

 

Wednesday, 23 March 2016 

Statues and Sculptures in 

Dublin – Neal Doherty 

Time and Venue:  1.00pm at 

Pembroke Lib, Ballsbridge.  

This lecture is being held in 

conjunction with the library.   

Booking is recommended directly 

on 668 9575.  

  

Wednesday, 27 April 2016 

Herbert Park, Bram Stoker 

and the Origins of Dracula – 

Paul Murray 

Time and Venue:  1.00pm at 

Pembroke Lib, Ballsbridge.  

This lecture is being held in 

conjunction with the library.   

Booking is recommended directly 

on 668 9575.  

Thanks 

We would just like to say a massive 

thank Donnybrook parish for the 

opportunity to collect last January. We 

collected a total of 1,460 euro and we 

hugely appreciate this ! All money 

fundraised will be going directly to the 

projects involved in UCD Volunteers 

Overseas,  

Many thanks ,  

Regards, Niamh, Clare, Sara, 

Catherine & Michael 

Catholic School Week 

On Wednesday 27th January The 

Teresian School held a Catholic Youth 

Forum for Catholic Schools Week. 

Many attended the event such as the 

students of Gonzaga College and 

Muckross Park College along with their 

teachers. We welcomed representatives 

of the Archdiocese of Dublin, Fr James 

Hurley, Fr Conor Harper and 

Monsignor Lorcan O’ Brien. We were 

joined by our guest speakers Caroline 

Reid, Ellie Kisyombe and Roger Childs.  

 

Caroline Reid has freelanced as 

director and producer for a number of 

Kachibora Lunch Club  

The The Kachibora Lunch Club was 

launched on the 7th of February 2016 at 

the family Mass. 

The aim of this very worthwhile 

project is to link the St. John's school in 

Kachibora, Kenya to the parish of 

Donnybrook. Money is donated, mainly 

by children, in our parish to improve 

the nutritional diet of children attending 

school in St. John's. To date the 

response has been outstanding!!. 

I have received messages of thanks 

from the head teacher and the Parish 

priest involved with St.John's  

One message of thanks included this 

message in Swahili "Mungu Awabariki 

Sana" - God bless you in abundance. 

 

Tony Macdonald  

Care at home 

 ALHomecare provides carers who 

live-in and the family provides 

accommodation and food. This 

reduces the cost of care. For more 

information contact Mary or Tom 

on 087 991 6791.  

www.alhomecare.ie 
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Church architecture: 

side altars 

 

Altar of the Virgin Mary 

This altar, on the right of the high 

altar, is dedicated to the Immaculate 

Conception of the Virgin Mary, 

whose feast day is celebrated on 

December 8th, being declared Dogma 

by Pius IX in 1854. The statue of the 

Virgin depicts her standing on a 

globe, representing the world; she is 

stamping on a writhing snake, which 

represents sin and heresy. Around her 

head is a crown of twelve stars, which 

is interpreted as a reference to the 

twelve tribes of Israel, the twelve 

apostles, or as cosmic symbols. Mary 

has here been identified as conceived 

without Original Sin, but she is also 

linked to the Woman of Revelations 

(12:1-6) written by St. John the 

Evangelist on Patmos in 90 A.D. In 

this writing, St. John refers to a 

woman clothed with the sun, beneath 

her feet the moon, and overhead a 

crown of twelve stars. It is thought 

that John was referring to the Woman 

as a symbol of the Church; this was 

interpreted in medieval times as the 

Virgin, Mary Queen of Heaven. 

This side Chapel was later 

embellished with mosaics in memory 

of Mons. Daniel Moloney, who 

served in Donnybrook for forty-seven 

years as curate and Parish priest. 

Mary is seen as Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal, the design of 

which was shown in a vision to St. 

Catherine Laboure, 1830 AD, in the 

Convent of the Sisters of St. Vincent 

de Paul, Rue du Bac, Paris. On the 

front of the medal Mary stands on a 

globe, and, on the reverse, a reference 

to the Immaculate Conception is seen 

as twelve stars. It has been claimed 

the concept of the twelve stars was an 

inspiration for the designer of the flag 

of the European Union in 1987----

Arsène Heitz—a claim which is much 

disputed. 

On the left of the statue, the 

Annunciation is depicted, where the 

Angel Gabriel appears to Mary with 

the news that she has been chosen to 

become the mother of Christ. Mary is 

shown in the traditional position, 

kneeling at prayer in an attitude of 

submission as she accepts this great 

honour; Gabriel floats on a cloud to 

denote his heavenly status while Mary, 

a human being, kneels. 

On the right of the statue we see the 

Coronation of the Virgin Queen of 

Heaven where, again, Mary kneels on 

the ground while the heavenly figures 

of Christ and God the Father hover on 

clouds, denoting their heavenly status. 

Both these figures wear crowns, and 

hold a crown above Mary’s head; the 

Holy Spirit in the form of a dove is seen 

hovering above, emitting rays of 

Heavenly light. 

The marble roundels of the retable 

were originally placed on the High 

Altar, but were relocated in 1980 when 

the sanctuary of the church was re-

ordered to comply with the directives of 

Vatican II (1963-1965), which may 

explain the replication of similar 

iconography of the Annunciation  

This altar is dedicated to the memory 

of William McDermott Fitzgibbon, of 

17 Pembroke Road, who died 28 

February 1865. 

Both these altars are executed in the 

Neo-Gothic style of the reredos, in 

marble and Caen stone, a form of 

limestone. 

Colette Pegum 

   Donnybrook 150 

 

Celebrating the 

Sesquicentenary of the 

Church of the Sacred Heart 

on 26th August 2016 

In August we will be celebrating one 

hundred and fifty years of the opening 

of our Parish Church of the Sacred 

Heart with a series of events ,which are 

currently being planned. The Church 

was originally opened by Cardinal Paul 

Cullen on 26th August 1866.  

Friday 26th  August  2016 

 Mass will be celebrated on Friday 

evening, at 7 pm. 

The Principal Celebrant will be 

Archbishop Diarmuid Martin.  

Saturday 27th August 

There will be a Family Fun event on 

Saturday afternoon in Herbert Park 

Sunday 28th August  Morning and 

Afternoon 

Morning 

10.30am Family Mass and the 12 

noon Mass will be celebrated by Bishop 

Kevin Doran 

Afternoon 

Historical Pageant on Sunday to 

include  the Christian churches in the 

area in a Donnybrook Walkabout 

We look forward to having the 

support and attendance of Parishioners 

in the planned  celebratory events. A 

full program will be announced over the 

coming months. 

John Holohan 

Susan Knight Talk on Patrick 

Kavanagh's Life & Work 



MARRIAGES 

We congratulate 

Darren Ashe / Sabrina Gilroy 

who were married recently.  

BAPTISMS 

We welcome the following, 

recently baptised, to the Christian 

Community in Donnybrook 

Belle Michelle Gallagher-Reilly 

Chloe Marianne Guilbaud 

Fiadh Blaithin Margaret Ward 

Nicole Claire Barry 

Lucyanne Teresita Dempsey 

David Patrick Courtney 

Skye Kathleen McElroy-Ashe 

April Marie O’Callaghan 

Jaira Sinead Sibi 

Athena Geraldine Herradura 

Charlotte Olivia Walsh-Leonard 

Chloe Dorine Reihill 

Aodhan James Crehan 

Mia Hannah Casey 

Noah Adrian Anisimova-Beggan 

Freddie Archer McKeown 

Vanessa Grace Fulham 

Hugh Eamonn Sherry 

Louis Michael Nathan 

Jack Eugene Sutherland 

Eva Maria Sutherland 

Florence Rita Bakewell 

Chloe Grace McGuigan 

Peter Michael Newell 

Patrick John Flood 

Rachel Amy Finan 

Cameron Vero Kopan 

Eve Elizabeth Gunne 

Jennifer Katherine Gunne 

James Vincent Murray 

Alexander Mortell 

Ethan Thomas Quinn 

Jack Michael McLaughlin 

Maeve Alannah Hourigan 

Blake Ryan Long 

Zoe Mary Agnew 

Catherine Mary Holst 

Naya O’Connor-Landaluce 

Siun Maria Ryan 

Jessica Dunican 

Florence Fitzgerald 
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DEATHS 

We extend the sympathy of the parish 

to the families of the following who 

died in recent months: 

Eamonn Richardson 

Elizabeth (Betty) Dunne 

Renée ffrench O’Carroll 

Maura Cooney 

Ellen Allen 

Timothy Counihan 

Carmel Moen 

Colette Barry 

Rachael Daly   

Margaret (Peggy) Kavanagh 

Denis (Dano)O’Brien 

Denis Whelan 

May they rest in peace 

Priests of The Parish 

Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien, 

Administrator, 

Tel: 087 240 8975 

obrienlorcan@donnybrookparish.ie 

Fr. Conor Harper S.J., Curate, 

Tel: 218 0244 

charper@clongowes.net 

Fr. John Boyers, Parish Chaplain 

Tel: 668 4356 

Monsignor Richard Sherry, 

Pastor Emeritus 

Tel: 269 2102 

Parish office 

Parish Centre (behind the church) 

Office Hours: 

Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm 

Parish Secretary: Oonagh O’Toole 

Tel 269 3926 

E-Mail:  

secretary@donnybrookparish.ie 

Newsletter Team 

Coreen Dennis, Niall Loftus, Anne 

Mescal, Daragh Mulvagh, Mary 

Plunkett, Margaret Whitla  

Children and Adults who 

are not Receiving 

Communion 

There is no clearly defined policy 

regarding ministers giving a blessing to 

those who are not receiving 

communion. If people come forward 

seeking a blessing from a lay minister, 

however, they should always be 

welcomed.  

Advice from the Diocesan Liturgical 

Centre is that lay ministers of Holy 

Communion would simply extend their 

hand over the person, without making 

the sign of the cross or using the word 

“blessing” and say one of the following: 

 "May God hold you in the palm of 

His hand" 

 "May God's love be with you 

always" 

 "Deep Peace of Christ to you" 

EASTER 

The Easter Programme is available 

at the doors of the church. 

Please note 

Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday is at 

9 pm. This is the only Mass on Holy 

Saturday. 


