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Religious Belief and 

Practice - Combating 

Scepticism and Scorn 

 

“Don’t tell me you still believe in that 

stuff, go to that place and associate 

with that lot” is the expressed and 

unexpressed attitude of many today to 

people of faith and religious practice.   

Two books, ‘Unapologetic’* by 

Frances Spufford and ‘God is No 

Thing’** by Rupert Shortt, present the 

emotional and intellectual case for 

Christian faith and Church belonging. 

The authors have by a very informed 

and lively awareness of the secular 

climate in which we live and write with 

charity and good humour. Spufford, 

married with a young child, is an author 

of non fiction,‘creeping up’ he says on 

being a fiction writer. He contends that 

the critics of religious faith and practice 

do not know what they are talking 

about.  They have little experience of 

faith and practice from the inside and 

no understanding of its intellectual 

foundations or the intellectual 

weakness of their own positions.  His 

book is about what being a disciples of 

Jesus is like and the satisfaction 

Christian faith brings in living  all the 

ordinary , important and unimportant, 

events of life. His chapter on Jesus is 

inspiring. Both books grapple with sin, 

what Bufford calls the human 

propensity to mess things up. 

Rupert Shortt is the Religion Editor 

of the Times Literary Supplement 

and has written a biography of 

Archbishop Rowan Williams. His 

book is more philosophical and 

systematic. He sets out the current 

hostile context for faith, the Christian 

take on the world and then deals with 

the intellectual, spiritual and political 

dimensions of Christian faith and life. 

He writes, what he calls his defence 

of the faith, to show materialism, 

naturalism, scientism, relativism and 

other so called weapons of mass 

destruction are not as tenable as many 

suppose and that self- critical 

Christianity is, for humanity, a pearl 

of great price. 

These two small books are 

informative, entertaining and 

encouraging. They are a very good 

read. 

*Unapologetic. Francis Spufford. 

Faber and Faber. London. £8.99 

**God is no Thing. Rupert Shortt. 

Hurst & Company, London. £9.99 

First Communion Montage,  

The Teresian School 

Parish Pastoral Centre 

– Update. 

The architect and his design team 

has prepared and costed a draft plan. 

The Parish Finance Committee has 

approved the draft plan and approved 

a budget to build it. Our architect, 

John Deaton of Deaton Lysaght, has 

sought a pre-planning meeting with 

Dublin City Council Planning 

Department to get their views. After 

that meeting we will put our plan on 

display in the Parish for the 

information of all in the parish and to 

elicit your comments and suggestions. 



World Meeting of 

Families  

Pope Francis has chosen Ireland to 

host the 9th World Meeting of Families 

during 2018. The dates and theme of 

the Meeting will be announced by Pope 

Francis himself. 

In 2018, the 9th World Meeting of 

Families is expected to attract 

thousands of Catholic families from 

around the globe to Ireland. It is hoped 

that this very special pastoral initiative 

will present all of us in the Church with 

the opportunity, and the challenge, to 

renew, support and strengthen Irish 

families in their commitment to their 

faith. 

Further information 

 Post: Holy Cross Diocesan Centre, 

Clonliffe Road, Dublin 3 

 Website: 

www.worldmeeting2018.ie 

 Email: info@worldmeeting2018.ie 

 Facebook: World Meeting of 

Families 2018 

 Twitter: @World Meeting 2018 

Fr John Sullivan S.J. 

Pope Francis has approved the 

beatification of Venerable John 

Sullivan (1861-1933).  The Holy 

Father approved the decree that 

authenticated a miracle attributed to 

Father Sullivan at an audience with 

Cardinal Angelo Amato, the prefect 

of the Congregation for the Causes of 

Saints. Many miracles have been 

attributed to the Jesuit priest who was 

baptised into the Church of Ireland 

(his father’s tradition) and who 

became a Roman Catholic (his 

mother’s tradition) in the second half 

of his life.  

Belgium 

An Ecumenical Service of 

Remembrance to mark the month’s 

memory of the tragic deaths in Brussels 

on Tuesday 22nd March was held in 

our church on 19th April last. 

The Ambassador of Belgium, His 

Excellency Philippe Roland, pictured 

with President Michael D Higgins, his 

wife Sabina and Archbishop Diarmuid 

Martin 

AMOR LAETITIA:  

Web link 

https://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/

francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/

documents/papa-francesco_esortazione

-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf 

Bene Merenti 

Tony Malone, accompanied by his 

wife Mary,  receives a Papal award,  

the Bene Merenti Medal, from 

Monsignor O’Brien during Mass in 

Donnybrook. 

 

Another parishioner and a reader at 

the Sunday evening Mass, Charles 

O’Callaghan, recently received his 

Bene Merenti Medal at the request of 

the Parish of St. Andrew, Westland 

Row. Charles works at Trinity 

College and has been a member of 

the Confraternity at Westland Row 

for 25 years. 

We are delighted with the honour 

that both have received and 

congratulate them 

Good Citizen 

Esther McGrath pictured with an 

tArdmhéara Críona Ní Dhálaigh and 

Councillor Mary Freehill after 

receiving the Dublin City Good 

Citizen Award in the Age Friendly 

Category. 

 

http://www.dublincity.ie/goodcitizen 



Donnybrook at the 

World Youth Day! 

In July Pope Francis will be meeting with 

millions of young Catholics from all over the 

world at the World Youth Day in Poland. 

Thanks to support from Donnybrook parish, 

one of them will be our fellow parishioner, 

Maurício Cruz Mantoani (28). 

Maurício will be travelling to Poland to 

represent Donnybrook at the week long event 

as part of the Dublin Archdiocese’s official 

pilgrimage. Originally from the city of 

Londrina in Paraná State, Brazil, Maurício 

came to live in Ireland almost one year ago to 

pursue his PhD in botany & ecology at 

University College Dublin.  

Maurício is no stranger to volunteering 

with his local church. He has been involved 

in attending and coordinating prayer groups 

since he was 14 years old. When doing his 

Master degree in Brazil he was the 

coordinator for his Archdiocese for 

evangelizing in the 10 universities in his 

home city of Londrina. He also took part in 

three mission projects called “Jesus on the 

Beach” where more than 500 young lay 

missionaries gathered to evangelise on the 

beaches of Paraná State during the summer. 

He attended the last WYD with Pope Francis 

in Rio de Janeiro.  

Maurício has been involved in further 

leadership training along with the other 

Dublin pilgrims over the past few months. 

On his return from Poland he says he would 

like to create a prayer group specifically for 

teenagers and young adults in the parish. 

Anyone interested in working with 

Maurício on such a project should email the 

parish WYD liaison Paul Brady at 

jpbrady@gmail.com 

Donnybrook Tidy 

Towns 

Donnybrook Tidy Towns was 

established in 2013 to formalise 

engagement with Dublin City 

Council, the local business 

community and other community 

groups in Donnybrook village. Our 

mission statement is defined as 

follows: "In conjunction with our 

stakeholders our goal is to promote 

and enhance Donnybrook Village for 

the benefit of all its users, residents, 

businesses, commuters and tourists." 

The scope of the village 

concentrated upon by the group 

extends from the Church of the Sacred 

Heart through to the An Taisce Bird 

sanctuary on Morehampton Road, and 

hopefully you will have noticed the 

planting and improvements along this 

stretch over the last number of years. 

The Tidy Towns group run local 

events for all the community in 

partnership with Dublin City Council 

such as the “Souls of Donnybrook” at 

Halloween, Christmas Tree Light-up 

and Spring Clean-Up and Easter Egg-

Hunt, with more to come. 

We would like to thank sincerely the 

entire community of Donnybrook for 

their support and especially for 

denotations at our recent church gate 

collection. We are always on the 

lookout for new members, volunteers 

and professional advisers to help us 

improve upon our objective. 

The group can be contacted by 

email at DonnybrookTidyTowns@ 

gmail.com. 

Safeguarding Children 

 

Policy Statement 

The Archdiocese of Dublin and the 

Parish of The Sacred Heart, 

Donnybrook value and encourage the 

participation of children and young 

people in parish liturgies and in 

Diocesan activities in order to 

enhance their spiritual, physical, 

emotional, intellectual and social 

development. We recognise the 

dignity and rights of all children and 

are committed to ensuring their 

protection from all forms of abuse. 

This is a commitment binding on all 

priests and on those who work in our 

Diocesan offices and agencies, and in 

our parishes. It extends to all the 

many and varied ways that children 

share in the life of the Church in our 

Diocese. 

Your Parish safeguarding 

representatives Roddy Stafford and 

Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien are 

contactable through the parish office. 

 

If you have a concern about child 

abuse, please contact: 

 

Diocesan Child Safeguarding & 

Protection Service (CSPS) 

Holy Cross Diocesan Centre, 

Clonliffe College, Dublin 3. Tel. 

01-8360314, (Mon-Fri: 09:00 - 17:00) 

Designated Liaison Person 

Mr. Andrew Fagan, Director Child 

Safeguarding and Protection Service, 

Deputy Designated Liaison Person 

Ms. Julie McCullough, Child 

Protection Officer 

 

Tusla (Formerly HSE) Office 

Churchtown: Duty Social Worker

 014916416 

 

Local Garda Station  016669200 

 

Towards Healing  

Helpline 1800 303416 

Visit www.donnybrookparish.ie/ 



MARRIAGES 

We congratulate 

 

Gerard Griffin / Donna Moffatt 

Daniel St John-Hall / Elsbet Alen 

Florian Maul / Karen Eustace 

Ciara Byrne and Jonas Espvall 

 

who were married recently.  

 

BAPTISMS 

We welcome the following, recently 

baptised, to the Christian Community in 

Donnybrook 

 

Georgie Alma Best Aboud 

Jack Austin O’Dwyer 

Molly Elizabeth Lea 

Rogan Adam Deans 

Hugh Xavier Hewson 

Rania Belle Morrissey 

Maisie Harlow Murphy 

Leon Adam Rutkowski 

Eva Maeve Moloney 

Mauro Di Fenza 

Marni Dorothy McGahon 

Ava Kate Lyons 

Rachel Eleanor Kearns 

Robert John Naughton 

Hedi Blueberry Coyle 

Adeline Diane Maura Currivan 

Lena Maria Butler 

Fionn O’Byrne 

Evie Rose Bawar Mullen 

Patrick Kenneth Barrett 

Emily Joan Christine Callanan 

Avril Kate MacDonald 

Isabel Mary Behan 

Avril Kate MacDonald 

Isabel Mary Behan 

www.donnybrookparish.ie 

DEATHS 

We extend the sympathy of the 

parish to the families of the following 

who died in recent months: 

Donal Supple 

Laura O’Connell 

John Browne 

Ivor Kenny 

Dolores McGilligan 

Olive Buckley 

Seamus O’Tighearnaigh 

Ann O’Kelly 

Patricia Moran 

Gabriel Brennan 

Daniel Parkinson 

Ita Hackett 

Veronica Teresa (Terry) Joyce 

Harriet (Phil) Keena 

Mary (Marie) Flynn 

Ormulo Ortiz 

Mary Irwin 

May they rest in peace 

Priests of The Parish 

Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien, 

Administrator, 

Tel: 087 240 8975 

obrienlorcan@donnybrookparish.ie 

Fr. Conor Harper S.J., Curate, 

Tel: 01 218 0244 

charper@clongowes.net 

Fr. John Boyers, Parish Chaplain 

Tel: 01 668 4356 

 

Monsignor Sherry 

Monsignor Sherry has returned to the 

Holy Family Residence, Roebuck Road 

after a brief stay in St Vincents 

Hospital. We send him every best wish. 

Parish office 

Parish Centre (behind the church) 

Office Hours: 

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 1.00 pm 

Parish Secretary: Oonagh O’Toole 

Tel 269 3926 

E-Mail:  

secretary@donnybrookparish.ie 

Newsletter Team 

Coreen Dennis, Niall Loftus, Anne 

Mescal, Daragh Mulvagh, Mary 

Plunkett, Margaret Whitla  

CONFIRMATION 

Pupils of St Marys National School Confirmation Class 


