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Holy Thursday and
Good Friday

Grandparents Day

Special Prayerful
Musical
Events for our Sesquicentenary
Year.

On Friday the third of February
we celebrated Grandparents day as
part of Catholic Schools Week.
The Grandparents of the pupils in
the junior classes visited their
classrooms to do special activities
with them. The Grandparents
played
games
and
their
grandchildren showed them their
artwork and writing they had done
this year. All of the grandparents
were invited to a special prayer
service dedicated to them, with the
children from the senior classes.
There was lovely singing and
thoughtful prayers. Afterwards,
the Parents Association made tea
and coffee for all. It was a lovely
opportunity for our grandparents
to get to know each other and to
spend
time
with
their
grandchildren in school. All in all
it was a great day for the
community of St. Mary’s and we
look forward to celebrating it
again next year.
Clíodhna Maher and
Ella O’Kelly,
5th Class Student Council

Watch and Pray from 9pm. –
10 p.m. on Holy Thursday Night,
after the Mass of the Lord’s Supper
is called ‘Mirror of Pain’. This is a
musical composition by Hendrik
Andriessen, settings of five poems
by the Belgian poet, Henri Gheon,
for soprano and organ. The poems
describe Christ’s sufferings from
the point of view of Mary his
Mother.
Seven Last Words of Jesus from
7 pm. – 8 pm. on Good Friday
evening. This is a musical
reflection on the Passion of Jesus
which
interleaves
Scripture
Readings with ‘Seven Last Words’
a seven-movement suite for solo
organ by Alan Ridout. Each organ
piece takes the form of a relatively
short,
concentrated
musical
response to the text of the Passion
of Jesus.
These services will be presented
by our parish organist Michael
Quinn and Pauline Graham,
Soprano. We are very grateful to
them for this initiative on these
very special holy days of the year .

St Mary’s National School

On Grandparents’ Day, our
grandparents came into our
classrooms. We had photos taken
with our Grandparents. In First
Class, we had an interview ready
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for our grandparents and we asked
them lots of questions about when
they were small. They got a chance
to look at all our artwork we did.
We read poems for them that we
had written. We also showed them
our Grandparents Gallery which we
made in First Class. We brought in
photos of our Grandparents and
drew them. They loved them. Our
grandparents had a great time!
Maggie Brady, 1st Class

Croquet

Spring is here and it’s time to
enjoy Herbert Park and perhaps a
coffee in Lolly and Cooks café. The
second playground has now been
refurbished.
Do you play Bowls or even
Croquet. The Croquet season runs
from the beginning of April to Mid
December and you can contact
Robert
Barklie,
Barklie@
eircom.net, 0860663480 for further
details

with acid, a technique of which
Healy had been an innovator;
‘aciding’ alters the texture of the
glass to produce a deepening, threedimensional effect of colour. The
colours of the princesses’ robes link
the entire composition together;
Fidelma’s
purple-blue
mantle
echoes Patrick’s robe, while Ethna’s
mantle links her to Patrick’s
chasuble in the cinquefoil.
Healy placed a shamrock above
Patrick’s name and in a small
triangular patch of grass at Ethna’s
feet, a reference to Patrick’s
Trinitarian teaching. The Irish were
receptive to the concept of triple
deities—Ériu, Banba and Fódla
were already familiar to them.
The lozenge shapes at the base of
the window are cosmic symbols—
of the four elements, the four winds,
the four corners of the Earth—
similar to those found in the eighth
century Book of Kells. This was a
convention much favoured by
scribes to allude to the sacred in a
non-figurative
manner.
The
cinquefoil is much admired, and
Healy reproduced it later; it is now
in Cranbrook Academy of Art
Museum, Bloomfield, U.S.A.
Colette Pegum

The St. Patrick window
This two-lancet and cinquefoil
window was executed by the Celtic
Revival stained-glass artist, Michael
Healy (1873-1941), and was
installed in its present position in the
south-west porch in 1914. It depicts
two consecutive narrative events in
the life of St. Patrick (385-461
A.D.), and allowed Healy to display
the full range of his knowledge of
early Irish history, hagiography and
stained-glass artistry.
The cinquefoil tells the story of
Patrick’s triumph over the pagan
High King Laoghaire and his druids.
Patrick had returned to Ireland in
432 A.D. as a Christian missionary
and, on the eve of Easter, he lit a
Paschal fire, on the hill of Slane,
which was visible from Tara, the
residence of the High King. The
pagan practice was to extinguish all
fires before a new one was lit at
Tara on the same night. The druids
and poets, who were very
influential, warned the King that he
must extinguish the fire at Slane, or
it would burn forever. Patrick was
summoned to Tara, and legend
claims he and his followers, on the
way, sang the Lorica (Breastplate),
as a prayer for protection. Following
Patrick’s
subsequent
eloquent
speech, Laoghaire allowed him to
preach Christianity, but did not,
himself, convert.
Healy represents the moment
dramatically, depicting Patrick
standing between two kneeling
angels. On his right, an angel carries
the Gospel Book, while the angel on
his left holds the palm of victory of
Patrick’s mission and, behind him,
there is a cross pattée (a footed
cross), an early mediaeval Christian
emblem. Patrick wears a green
chasuble and stands, looking down
at two kneeling figures who are
submissively acknowledging the
Holy Spirit hovering above Patrick.
The figure on his right, a warrior,
lays down his weapon and
represents the King—there is a
crown above him—while that on the
left is a poet-druid, whose scroll of
poetry lies discarded on the ground.
Patrick is illuminated by his Paschal
fire and the Holy Spirit above, and
appears to shimmer and sparkle with
a supernatural glow.

The two large lancets tell the later
story of the Conversion of Ethna
the Fair and Fidelma of the auburn
hair, which is recorded in the ninth
century Book of Armagh (Ms 52,
T.C.D.). The princesses, daughters
of the High King encountered
Patrick at Ogulla Well, near Tulsk,
Co Roscommon, where Patrick
spoke to them of Christ and the
one true God. They were so
overcome with the Spirit that they
requested to see this God who was
so powerful.
Patrick baptised them in the
sparkling water of the river
between them, and bestowed the
veil of dedicated virginity on
them; they then wished to see their
God. Their subsequent deaths are
depicted by Healy as two pure
white birds flying to Heaven,
holding leafy branches. Their
image is surmounted by an earthly
crown; Fidelma and Ethna share a
feast day on 11th January.
Healy has depicted this scene in
glowing colours; Patrick wears a
shimmering Roman chasuble of
red overlaid with gold. This effect
was achieved by treating the glass

Kachibora Lunch Club
Kachibora is a parish in Kenya
administered
by
Fr.
Julius
Shabanda, who served for a few
years in Donnybrook. The Lunch
Club was set up by the Family Mass
Group to assist in providing a hot
meal during the school day to 80
pupils of the parish primary school,
St. John’s. The children are asked to
save and contribute smaller coins to
the club. The original target was
€100 per month. The children have
contributed
€1285 and
total
contributions are €3212. This has
enabled the school to provide meals
for 130 pupils. Boys and Girls, keep
saving your smaller coins and bring
them to the family Mass each
Sunday. Put them in the special
basket beside the Family Mass
Choir, during the collections.

New Ministers of the
Eucharist

A meeting of Ministers of the Eucharist and Ministers of the Word took
place in Avila on 31st January last. The meeting was led by Eilish
Monaghan, a catechist and facilitator who works extensively in the
dioceses, and the participants had a chance to reflect on their ministries and
to appreciate the contributions that they make. The main session was
followed by some time to reflect in the beautiful chapel in Avila and was
followed by refreshments which allowed the participants time to get to
know each other.

Colette Corcoran RIP
In Appreciation

The news of Colette's sudden and
unexpected death on Monday, 6th
February was a cause of great shock
not only to her family but also to
her many friends here in
Donnybrook Parish.
She was involved in so many
activities with us, Minister of the
Eucharist, long-time member of the
parish choir, member of the Adult
Baptism preparation programme.
She always took an active interest
and part in the parish social
activities. Always generous with
her time and willing to help anyone
in need, she was a great asset to our
community and parish life. She was
much loved and will be greatly
missed.

Colette had a distinguished
professional career. She qualified
in medicine in Dublin and
specialised in paediatrics. ln
Canada, she worked in child and
adolescent psychiatry. On
returning to lreland she worked
in community and public Health
medicine.
One of Colette's great passions
in life was her love of music. ln
her schooldays she won first
prize in the Féis Ceoil for piano.
She also achieved three
Diplomas in music while
pursuing her medical studies.
It was fitting that our own
parish choir sang at her funeral
Mass here in her beloved
Donnybrook church and they
were accompanied by a string
quartet which included her sisterlaw, Pat. Her brother, Declan,
paid the final musical tribute on
the violin at the grave-side.
We give thanks for a
wonderfully kind and generous
person who gave so generously
to so many aspects of our parish
life. She is remembered with
appreciation and affection. May
she rest in peace
Conor Harper SJ

I am very pleased and encouraged
to
welcome
Agnes,
Anne,
Annemarie, David, Deirdre, and
Trish
who
were
recently
commissioned as Ministers of Holy
Communion. They are joined by
Gillian and Ide who were
previously commissioned in other
parishes.
Ministers
are
traditionally
recruited by the priests so I was
honoured when Monsignor O’Brien
asked me to take over and train our
new recruits.
We still have vacancies for the
6pm Saturday and 10:30am and
5:30pm Sunday Masses. If you
know of anyone who might be
interested in serving, or indeed if
you would be prepared to serve,
please give the name and contact
details to any of the priests, to the
parish office or to me at the address
below,
Daragh Mulvagh
0879736983
(mulvagh@gmail.com)

Donnybrook
TidyTowns
The Donnybrook TidyTowns
(DTT) group is a community
organisation run by volunteers
who are passionate about the
Village, its appearance and the
community who share this little
piece of Dublin. For the team, it is
more than an annual competition
– it’s about building a community
and enhancing the village
environment for all to enjoy.
Some of DTT activities include:
Annual Spring Clean – The
DTT group and a team of
volunteers completed a clean-up
of the village. A “litter pickers”
Easter Egg hunt was held at the
Plaza. Spring Cleanup 2017 will
be on Good Friday, 14th April.
ctd >

Please help out in any way you
can. Other annual events include
Christmas Tree Light up and
Halloween Souls of Donnybrook.
Planter Boxes: A number of
planter boxes have been installed
throughout the village to add some
colour to the area. Help needed to
keep them watered?
Utility Box Art: You will have
seen the wonderful art throughout
Donnybrook on utility boxes. DTT
collaborated with Dublin City
Council on this initiative and also
provided additional funding to
enable additional artworks from
local artists and children to be
displayed.
Garda Station Clean-Up: With
support from local politicians, the
Donnybrook Garda station was
cleaned in November and the results
are fantastic and give a real lift to a
previously “sulking” structure.
Donnybrook Tidy Towns would
like to thank who have supported
them throughout the year. With lots
planned for 2017, more volunteers
are required, every little bit of help
no matter how small is appreciated.
More
information
at
www.donnybrooktidytowns.ie.

MARRIAGES

We congratulate
Terence Brown / Louise Kenny
Charles Claro / Mahaliah de Leon
who were married recently.

Parish office
Parish Centre (behind the church)
Office Hours:
Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 1.00 pm
Parish Secretary: Oonagh O’Toole
Tel 269 3926 E-Mail:
secretary@donnybrookparish.ie

BAPTISMS

DEATHS

We welcome the following,
recently baptised, to the Christian
Community in Donnybrook

We extend the sympathy of the
parish to the families of the
following who died in recent
months:
Nora Ward
Joan Lyons
Ann O’Dwyer
Sheila Geoghan
Peter Molloy
Eilis Killean
Margaret Kelly
Margaret Chamberlain
Colette Nolan
Anthony Cronin
Dan Finlay
Michael Gallagher
Kenneth Whitaker
Una Callaghan
Francis James Teevan
Ann (Annie) Byrne
Edward Byrne
Joe Mathews
Patricia O’Malley
Jack Field
Colette Corcoran
Georgina Rathigan
Christopher Coffey
Rose Daly
May Hickey
Peter Mathews
Nancy Larchet
Ann Carton
Peter Murray
Sean Kennedy

Saoirse Hogge
Benjamin Higgins
Lily Conlon
Louise O’Connell
Iris O’Connell
Holly Cantwell
Luciana Johnson
Alhambra Johnson
Catherine O’Regan
Audrey Zuo
Aoibh McDonagh
Hazel Dowley
Amelié Quinn
Aisling Purcell
Ellen McGrath
Ciara Morrison
Poppy Gavin
Sonny Gavin
Sorcha Hartnett
Aine Hartnett
Margot Bearpark
Rose Murphy
Oran Sisk
Avnee Govender
Annelie Healy
Eve Maguire
Ollie Brennan
Anna Meyrick
Cormac Whelan
Comhghall Fitzgerald
David Shubotham
Caden Choi
James Edgeworth-Manseau
James John Barrett

May they rest in peace

Priests of The Parish

Happy Easter

Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien,
Administrator,
Tel: 087 240 8975
obrienlorcan@
donnybrookparish.ie
Fr. Conor Harper S.J., Curate,
Tel: 01 218 0244
charper@clongowes.net
Fr. John Boyers, Parish Chaplain
Tel: 01 668 4356

The priests of the parish wish our
parishioners and all who attend our
church a Happy Easter.
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Newsletter Team
Coreen Dennis, Joseph Leahy,
Niall Loftus, Anne Mescal, Daragh
Mulvagh, Margaret Whitla.

