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An Easter reflection
Jesus Christ who died is risen.
Allelulia!
Dead ends are no more.
Disappointment is not an ending.
Failure is not an ending.
Loss is not an ending.
Grief is not an ending.
Breakdown of a relationship is not an
ending.
Sickness is not an ending.
Old age is not the ending.
Sin is not an ending.
Not even death is an ending.
In Christ who entered death’s
domain to destroy sin and death, there
are no more dead ends.
In and with Christ, every ending is
the possibility of a new beginning.
Christ is risen, the firstborn from the
dead.
Rejoice and be glad. Allelulia!
- Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien

Looking for new ways to
serve our Risen Lord?
There are many different ministries in
our Parish which are looking for new
members. Could God be calling you to
serve in 2019 in one of these ways?
Baptism Team - see the article inside
Ministers of Eucharist - parish training starting soon; please contact the
Parish Office
Adult Choir - contact Bernadette
Crowe at bercrowe19@gmail.com
Communications Team - see the
back page

Theodore (Ted) Clement is ordained Permanent Deacon by Bishop of Charleston,
Robert Guglielmone at St. Michael's Murrells Inlet, South Carolina,USA on February 9, 2019. Monsignor O’Brien attended the ordination.

What is a “Permanent
Deacon”?
[Part 1 of a series by Deacon Ted
Clement introducing and explaining
the Permanent Diaconate]
After Pentecost, the Apostles gathered together and said, “It would not
be right for us to neglect the ministry
of the word of God in order to wait on
tables. Brothers and sisters, choose
seven men from among you who are
known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility
over to them” (Acts 6: 2-6). They
chose seven men, prayed over them
and laid their hands on them. The first
deacons were ordained to service.
These first deacons ministered to
widows and oversaw the daily distribu-

tion of food. This separation of ministry
of service allowed the Apostles to teach
and preach the Good News of Jesus
Christ, and the early church began to
grow rapidly. Later, the deacon Stephen
became the very first Christian martyr
(Acts 7: 55-60).
For many centuries, deacons assisted
at the Celebration of the Eucharist,
preached the Gospel, and exercised the
ministry of charity. Gradually, in the
Western Church, the functions of deacons were absorbed into the ministry of
the priest, and the diaconate became a
transitional order, for those on the way
to priesthood. The diaconate continued
to exist as a permanent ministry in the
Eastern Churches, including those
Continued inside

What is a “Permanent Deacon”? continued:
in full communion with Rome.
The Second Vatican Council restored the Order of Deacon as
a “distinct ministry of service” to be
exercised “in communion with the
bishop and his group of priests” to
reach out those who are poor or disenfranchised. In June 1967 Pope Paul
VI implemented this decree of the
Council when he published the Apostolic letter Diaconatus Ordinem, in
which he re-established the permanent diaconate in the Latin Church.
The first permanent deacons were
ordained in the United States in 1975,
and today there are over 18,000 permanent deacons in ministry in the
U.S.
The Catholic Church in Ireland began ordaining deacons in 2012 and
today there are over 100 permanent
deacons in Ireland and 27 permanent
deacons in the Archdiocese of Dublin.
See
www.dublindiocese.ie/
vocations/permanent-diaconate/ for
more information.
BELOW: "Ordination of St. Stephen
by St. Peter" by Fra Angelico. St. Stephen, the very first Christian martyr,
was a deacon.

In our hands:
the pastoral
future of
our parish
community

Parish Pastoral Teams
Following our Parish Gathering in
October, we appealed before Christmas for parishioners to become involved in new Parish Pastoral Teams
to advance our four pastoral priorities.
A meeting for new team members
took place in Avila on 23 January
2019. So far a Baptism Team and a
Communication Team have been
formed; but there is much to be done!

New Baptism Welcome
Team
Pope Francis has frequently encouraged us to bring Baptism to the centre
of our Christian lives and our Christian Communities. He has invited us
to think of our Baptism as our first
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experience of God’s gaze of pure, unconditional love. Baptism is the first
significant moment of celebration in our
journey of faith.
When we celebrate Baptism the whole
community is called to welcome this
new member. The celebration reminds
us of the need to support one another in
our journey of faith.
Like many parishes throughout the
diocese Donnybrook Parish has recently
formed a Baptism Team to support and
welcome families as they prepare for
baptism. It is proposed that the Welcoming Ceremony will now become
part of the celebration of Baptism . The
first stage of Baptism will be celebrated
at Mass.
It is intended to be a way of introducing the children to the Christian Community to which they will belong and
become part of, as they grow up in their
faith.
The Welcoming Ceremony will become the first stage of Baptism and take
place as part of the Sunday Mass on an
assigned Sunday per month prior to the
Baptism of the child. The child will be
anointed with the Oil of Catechumens
and the family will be welcomed during
the Mass.
With the support and participation of
all parishioners we look forward to
placing Baptism in a more central place
in the life of our parish community.
We would be delighted to have the
support of some more volunteers for
the Baptism Welcome Team. If you
want to learn more or are interested
in offering help or joining the team
please contact the Parish Office.

ABOVE: Students from St Mary’s National School, Muckross Park College and the Teresian Junior and Senior Schools singing at Emmanuel Laudate on 7 March 2019. It was
an inspiring and moving festival of sacred music performed by these Catholic schools in
Donnybrook Parish. The quality of the choral and instrumental music was testimony to
the dedication and hard work of all the teachers and students involved.

Feed your mind and your faith this
Easter season!

Explore a wealth of quality Catholic podcasts, videos,
blogs and books available on-line. Here are some ideas:
 Short weekly podcasts and topical blogs at Word on
Fire at www.wordonfire.org
 Great resources for teenagers at www.lifeteen.org
 Short videos and talks at Ascension Press at
media.ascensionpress.com/category/ascensionpresents/
 Daily guided prayer with the Irish Jesuits at
www.sacredspace.ie
 Transform your understanding of the Sunday readings
with PDF and audio materials from Fr Kieran
O’Mahony at www.tarsus.ie
 Topical
essays
at
Faith
&
Culture
at
www.faithandculture.org
 MP3s, audiobooks and CDs at www.saintjoe.com
 Daily meditations by Fr Richard Rohr at cac.org/
category/daily-meditations/
 Inspiring and informative content that resonates with
practical,
everyday
life
at
www.integratedcatholiclife.org
www.donnybrookparish.ie

BELOW: Pouring foundations for the ground
floor and steel frame of
our new Parish Pastoral
Centre.

Baptisms

KACHIBORA
APPEAL 2019
.

We welcome the
following, recently
baptised, to the
Christian Community
in Donnybrook:

Did you know that
since 2011, the people
of Donnybrook have
been supporting the
Kenyan Parish of
Kachibora?
So far, €33,000 euro
has been raised. This
has helped provide a
school nutrition
programme, pumped
water, a new classroom and dormitory, and clothes and sports gear for the kids.
 All this time Kachibora Parish has been supporting us with heartfelt prayers.
 In June, our Parish Sacristan Tony MacDonald will be travelling (at his
own expense) to Kachibora Parish to visit Fr Julius. Tony will see how our
donations have helped the parish to grow and will assess what their most urgent
needs are now, 8 years on from when Donnybrook first began its support.
 Perhaps the biggest challenge for Kachibora Parish is providing education for
all their children. They have the teachers, but no space in which to teach! The
cost of building a classroom is €4,500, 90% of which goes towards materials.
 Each month Tony sends boxes of clothes, toys and educational materials to
Kachibora – the cost of this is €75 per box, and 4-5 boxes are sent per month.
 As food costs in Kenya have risen steeply this year, our donations are also
required to maintain the school’s nutrition programme.
 Please talk to Tony before or after any Mass to get involved, or you can leave
your donations in the basket at the display in front of Our Lady’s altar. All
contributions are very gratefully received and go 100% directly to Kachibora.

Luca Hassanein
Anna Lyons
James Donnelly
Fiadh Ni Raghallaigh
Toby O’Keeffe
Samuel Martyn
Jack Mathews
Mark Sherry
Emilia Ryan
Thomas Byrne
Liam Jeffers
Oscar Egan
Alex O’Reilly
Juliette Keaveney
Lyla Mulligan
Thomas Lynch

Deaths
We extend the
sympathy of the
parish to the families
of the following who
died in recent months:
Tom Keaveney
James O’Reilly
Claude Carroll
Noel Mountaine
Martha Mulcahy
Angela Murphy
Liam Dee
Teresa Fitzgibbon
Margaret Dolan
Pauline McDonnell
Orna Gaynor
Basil Brindley
Pauline Hearne
Grainne Coleman
John Mulcahy
May they rest in peace

Communications
Team— new
members welcome
Daragh Mulvagh has retired
as Editor of our newsletter after
20 years of faithful and
generous service to our parish
community in that role. We
owe him a sincere debt of
gratitude for all his work on our
behalf.
A temporary editor is in place
for this issue. However, the
goal is for a Communications
Team to take responsibility for
the newsletter as part of a wider
role in co-ordinating
communications by and within
our parish, in print and on-line.
Anyone interested in helping
with this ministry can contact
Paul at communications@
donnybrookparish.ie
www.donnybrookparish.ie

Parish clergy
Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien,
Administrator,
Tel: 087 2408975
obrienlorcan@
donnybrookparish.ie
Fr Pat Sheary S.J., Curate,
Tel: 01 2180255
Fr. Conor Harper S.J.,
Tel: 01 2180244
charper@clongowes.net
Fr.
John
Boyers,
Parish
Chaplain, Tel: 01 6684356
Rev. Ted Clement, Deacon

Parish office
Parish Centre (temporary location in
basement of presbytery in front carpark)
Office Hours:
Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 1.00 pm
Parish Secretary: Oonagh O’Toole
Tel 269 3926 E-Mail:
secretary@donnybrookparish.ie

