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St. Mary’s National School Senior Choir performs Christmas Carols Dec. 19.

Joy to the World, the Lord has come!

St. Mary’s National School Adult Choir (Parents & Teachers) sing “Have yourself a Merry Little Christmas!
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UPDATE : The Parish Gathering
Following our Parish Gathering in October 2018, we appealed this time last Christmas for parishioners to become involved in
new Parish Pastoral Teams to advance four pastoral priorities for our parish. A meeting for new volunteers took place in Avila
on 23 January 2019 and follow-up meetings to try to establish new Pastoral Teams in February 2019. (An update was given in
the Easter 2019 Parish Newsletter). As we begin 2020, here is a further update on each of the four pastoral priorities:

1. Faith Formation & Support for Parents
The newly-formed Parish Baptism Team met with Patricia Carroll, a diocesan trainer, who introduced us to the current Dublin
Archdiocese Baptism initiative for parishes. It envisages a journey accompanying families from point of initial contact, through
a parental meeting, “Welcome Mass”, Baptism and Post-Baptism Support. In this parish we are in the early stages of planning to
meet this diocesan vision.
Preparation is a key element of any significant celebration in our lives. Baptism is the first significant moment of celebration in
our journey of faith. In Donnybrook when a child is presented for Baptism the family is invited to participate in preparation by
attending a meeting which usually takes place on the first Wednesday of the month. Parents and godparents have an opportunity
to hear and chat about the meaning and practicalities of the ceremony.
A Baptism team assists in the preparation and celebration of the sacrament by attending the ceremony, welcoming the families,
ensuring that everyone is prepared and comfortable and then sharing with the priest or deacon in the celebration of the sacrament.
The Parish Baptism Team hopes to embody the lines from the Baptism Liturgy “The Christian Community welcomes you with
great joy”. To achieve this we need more volunteers to become involved. Anyone interested in learning more can contact Rita
Kinsella at kinsellari@gmail.com

2. Outreach to Students & Young Adults
The main initiative involved inviting all of the secondary schools who hold church gate collections at Donnybrook to fund
overseas projects by students to a special meeting in Old Wesley on 18 October 2019. It was a great success – see the report at
page 7 – and is to become an annual event! It is part of a wider effort to better engage with second-level students in the parish –
including by building connections with the religious education departments in local schools. We would particularly welcome the
assistance of parents of second-level students. Please contact Deacon Ted to learn more.

3. The New Pastoral Centre: build Community and provide Faith Formation
Due to delays in the building of the centre this was not prioritized during 2019. However, it will be a very important objective
in 2020. Anyone interested in volunteering should contact the Parish Secretary.

4. Improving Parish Communication
Unfortunately, our initial appeal for volunteers did not yield a sufficient number of people with the relevant skills and interest
for this initiative to advance much during 2019. We would warmly welcome any parishioners with an interest in any of the following to contact Paul Brady via the Parish Secretary: social media, communications, marketing, graphic design, web design,
copyediting, photography, journalism, evangelization, desktop publishing, faith formation and education.
Because so much of this kind of work can be done remotely when and where convenient, it is an ideal way to contribute to the
life of the parish for people who are also particularly busy with work or family commitments.

Willing your Parish Well
When making your Will consider making a bequest to your parish.
Your bequest will help to sustain the Church, which is part of your

life today, for the next generation, and will be a great encouragement to those who come
after you.

Think of the future and Will your parish well.
www.donnybrookparish.ie
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Kachibora Project
Thanks to the generosity of our
parishioners, over €63,000 has
been donated over the past 6 years
for the development of St. John the
Baptist Church and Catholic Primary School in Kachibora, Kenya!
Our sacristan, Tony McDonald,
traveled to Kachibora this year and
is pleased to report tremendous improvements: Not only has the
church been completed, but 12
modern block classrooms with
electricity have replaced the poorly
-lit corrugated metal rooms of the
school. The school now has a guaranteed water supply from the water
bore hole, pump and storage tanks,
and 2 new dormitories were constructed for those students who
travel a great distance from their
rural homes. A food assistance program has ensured that students receive proper nutrition each day.
Donated materials from the parish
include sports equipment for physical development and a library with
educational resources for teachers
and students.

Students from St John the Baptist Catholic Primary School

St John the Baptist Catholic Church

Sacristan Tony with students (left), St John the Baptist Catholic School (right)

Father Julius Shibanda, who served Donnybrook Parish
while completing his MA from the Milltown Institute,
appreciates all you have done for his community, and
together with the school board, teachers, parents and
children wish to say,

“Asante sana!”
(Swahili for “Thank you!”)

www.donnybrookparish.ie
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The Parish Pastoral Center emerges from the chrysalis of its scaffolding!
Despite the weather and several long delays, our new Parish Pastoral Center is approaching completion and has emerged from
its ugly cocoon as a real beauty! While we are all anticipating the many new opportunities this new space will allow our parish
to use for the Glory of God and His ministry, we must remain patient, as there are still many hurdles left to clear before we are
approved for occupancy! We will keep you informed, let us hope and pray that we won’t have to wait too much longer!

First Communion
Enrollment
Our Pastor, Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien preaches to all the
children preparing for their
First Holy Communion this
year at the 2020 Inaugural “Do
This in Memory” Mass.
St. Mary’s enrollment for
First Holy Communion was
celebrated on Sunday, Oct 6th
at the 10:30 Family Mass. More
than 160 children were enrolled
in the program!

Blessing of the
Backpacks
Fr. Gerard Ryan, S.J. preaches
to the children of the 10:30
Sunday Children’s Mass on the
occasion of the Blessing of the
Backpacks for the beginning of
the school year.
Families of our parish with
small children are encouraged
to attend this Mass each Sunday
to hear the Word of God and
worship together in a more relaxed, child-friendly way.
www.donnybrookparish.ie
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Opening School Year 2019 Masses
The Teresian School opened the new year with Mass at the Church of the Sacred Heart on Wednesday, September 25.
Muckross Park College celebrated their opening Mass on Friday, September 27 and St. Mary’s National School on Tuesday,
October 1st.

Terisian School Opening School Year Mass, September 25, 2019

St Mary’s National School Opening School Year Mass 2019
www.donnybrookparish.ie
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Equestrian Order of the
Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem in Ireland
Members of the Irish Lieutenancy
attended the Eastern Region Mass at
12:00 Sunday, September 1st celebrated
by Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien. The
mission of the Order is to reinforce the
practice of Christian life by its members
in absolute fidelity to the Pope and to
sustain and assist the religious, spiritual, charitable and social works and
rights of the Catholic Church and the
Christians in the Holy Land. The Irish
Lieutenancy funds schools, seminaries
and humanitarian activities among them
the Holy Family Children’s Home, an
orphanage for Palestine’s abandoned
children and a home for unwed mothers.

Above: Members of the Order with Mgr. Lorcan after Mass on Sept. 1. Below:
Deacon Ted with parishioners Dr. Mary Holohan, Austin & Anne Mescal, Richard
Conroy and Maureen Jones

The Feast of the Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus 2019
Advent Reflection
On December 10, 2019, Fr.
Gerard Ryan, S.J. led an Advent Reflection to help the parish prepare for Christmas. This
reflection included both a candle-lit altar as well as Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
(see photo above) followed by
Benediction and was a wonderful night of preparation for the
Nativity of Our Lord!

The devotion to the Sacred Heart
is one of the most widelypracticed
and
well-known
Catholic devotions wherein the
heart of Jesus is viewed as a
symbol of “God’s boundless and
passionate love for mankind”.
This year, parishioners gathered at
the Sacred Heart Chapel after 7:30
& 10:00 Masses each day from
June 20 - June 29 to recite the
Novena to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. The Novena culminated on
the Feast of the Sacred Heart with
Exposition & Benediction celebrated by Deacon Ted Clement.
Come join us as we continue the practice of praying before the
image of the Sacred Heart on the First Fridays of each month
immediately following the 7:30 & 10:00 Masses!
www.donnybrookparish.ie
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1st Annual Donnybrook
Parish Student Summer
Projects Presentation
Students from six area schools
whose Summer Projects were supported, in part, by Donnybrook Parishioners through a Church Gate
Collection last year, presented a
summary of their work and experiences at the Old Wesley Rugby
Club the evening of October 18 at
7pm. Blackrock College students
worked at the Machakos School in
Kenya, UCD students at Tamil Nadu in South India, St. Michael’s
worked in Brazil, Teresian students
went to San Salvador, Peru, Gonzaga students to Jordan and Muckross Park students accompanied
sick pilgrims to Lourdes as part of
the annual Diocesan Pilgrimage.

Teresian students in San Salvador, Peru

What is a Permanent
Deacon?
[Part 2 of a series by Deacon Ted
Clement introducing and explaining the
role of Ordained Permanent Deacons]

In July 1967, Pope Paul VI issued
the document Sacrum Diaconatus
Ordinem (“Sacred Order of the Diaconate”), which authorized the reestablishment of the permanent diaconate, making it possible for men to
become deacons permanently, without going on to the priesthood. He
also allowed married men, with the
explicit consent of their wives, to be
ordained permanent deacons. Bishops, particularly those from the

Gonzaga
students
working in Jordan take
time to say “Thank you,
Donnybrook Parish!”

Students from Muckross Park as well as many other Dublin schools help
transport and care for sick pilgrims from our diocese.

UCD students pose with women from Tamil Nadu, India.

United States, began to set up formation programs for those men interested in being ordained a deacon,
and, by the middle of the 1970s, the
Church around the world saw the
ordination of these new permanent
deacons. While relatively-new here
in Ireland (first ordinations in 2012),
today the Permanent Deacon is a
common feature of Catholic parish
life in the United States, where over
18,000 serve in ministry (the most
of any country in the world).

The ministry of Permanent Deacon
is threefold: they are ministers of the
Word, Altar and Charity. As Ministers of the Word, deacons proclaim
the Gospel, preach, and teach in the
www.donnybrookparish.ie

name of the Church. As Ministers of
the Altar, deacons assist at the Mass,
baptize, lead the faithful in prayer,
witness marriages, and conduct wake
and funeral services. As Ministers of
Charity, deacons are leaders in identifying the needs of others, then marshalling the Church’s resources to
meet those needs. Deacons visit the
sick and imprisoned and work with
charitable organizations to feed the
poor and shelter the homeless. Deacons are also dedicated to eliminating the injustices or inequities that
cause such needs. Deacons can not
consecrate the Eucharist, absolve
sins or anoint the sick; these Sacraments are strictly reserved to the
priesthood.
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Baptisms
We welcome all the recently baptised with great joy into .
our Christian Community in Donnybrook:
Margot Harrington
Ben Burke
William Tracey
Chloe Eustace-Maul
Arthur O’Rourke
Connor Collins
Freddie Mullane
Olivia Bannon
Flora Henson
Sofia Fermo
Thomas Hayes
Eva Barry
Dylan Matthews
Mathew Manahan
Aaliyah Celestino
Paul Culliton
Annie Heeney
Esme Murray
Isla McKillen
Axel Shubotham
Vivienne Taylor
Jordi O’Sullivan
Louise Hayes
Oisin Mcdonnell
Amy Heneghan
Ella Kennedy
Tess Kelly
Tatianna Maglangit

Henry Linders
Eoin Monks
Faidh Sisk
Lily Carragher
Ava Burke
Emma Kane
Harlow McKillen
James Cook
Ro Kenny
Aron Neelroy-Ashe
Ethan Murrihy
Emma Foley
Claire Kenny
Kate Scanlon
Robert Kearns
Katharine Broderick
Eugenie Smithwick
Rosemary O’Sullivan
Christopher O’Connell
Lucas O’Mahony
Conan Duffy
Ella Martin
James McIlvenny
Lucy McCloskey
Garret Courtney
Peyton Kennedy
Clive Luhse
Thomas Kennedy

Diego Henry-Varas
Eva Maguire
Daniel Amirthanathan
Indi Borza-Weather
Oliver Daniel Hoban
Edmund McCann
Freya McPhillips
Nicholas Hewson
Colum Kenny
Rebecca Cummiskey
Michael Barry
Harry O’Grady
Ruth Kenny
Zoe Gahan
Alexander McHugh
Ellie Shanahan
Joshua Cambell
Dominic Cafolla
Sally Boylan
Oscar O’Mahony
Riley Arthur McGuigan
Kate Dalton
Mae Kevany
Margot Somers
Penelope Gavin
Murrough Smith-Connolly
Jack Dowd

Deaths
We extend the sympathy of our parish family to the families of
all those who have recently died:
Joseph McMenamin
Frank Fitzpatrick
Cliff O’Brien
Angela O’Connor
Canon Tobias Kinsella
Patricia (Trish) Brennan
Bernadette Cullen
Ruth O’Mara
Patricia Fitzpatrick
Michael Collins
Michael Coffey
Maria O’Reilly Hyland
Thomas Bacon
Rosaleen Byrne
Joseph Nangle
Mary O’Brien

Ray Kealy
Maura Keating
Anne McAndrew
Judy Kidney
Arthur Ryan
Marian Quinn
Richard Johnson
Pauline O’Connor
Patricia Grogan
Tony Spollen
Theresa Roche
Maurice Hannigan
Noel Dunne
Sheila McTernan
Pauline Fogarty
Sally MacRedmond

Kathleen Keogh
Marryanne MacDonald
Angela Dillon
Dymphna Hackett
Margaret (Peggy) Pepper
Thomas McGrath
Don Walsh
James (Seamus) Maguire
Catherine De Faux
Brendan Gallagher
Dr David Bouchier Hayes
Claudia Nolan
Prof. Barry O’Donnell
Marie Devlin
Noel Larkin
Rita O’Hara
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Marriages
We congratulate those called to
the vocation of marriage:
Kevin Byrne &
Samantha Chaffee (19/7/19)
Aaron Mulville &
Helen Coffey (20/12/19)
Lorcan O’Connor Lloyd &
Sophie Quinn (21/12/19)
Communications
Team— new members
welcome
We are currently looking to
form a Communications Team
to take responsibility for the
newsletter as part of a wider role
in co-ordinating
communications by and within
our parish, in print and on-line.
Anyone interested in helping
with this ministry can contact
Paul at communications@
donnybrookparish.ie
Ministry Team
Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien,
Administrator, Tel: 087 2408975
obrienlorcan@donnybrookparish.ie
Fr. Pat Sheary SJ, Curate,
Tel: 01 2180255
Fr. Conor Harper SJ, Parish
Chaplain, Tel: 01 2180244
charper@clongowes.net
Fr. John Boyers, Parish Chaplain
Tel: 01 6684356
Rev. Ted Clement, Deacon
Tel: (089) 608 1194
Sister Fiona Corway RSC
Tel: (086) 169 7677

Parish office
Parish Centre (temporary location in
basement of presbytery in front car-park)
Office Hours:
Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 1.00 pm
Parish Secretary: Oonagh O’Toole
Tel 269 3926 E-Mail:
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