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As always, the new year 2020 began with high hopes, but ended up challenging Ireland and our parish with 

the onslaught of the COVID-19 virus.  As a nation, and as a parish, we have done exceptionally well, but 

sadly, many have bourne the burden of sorrow as some of our most vulnerable have succumbed to this ill-

ness.  As in ages past, we appeal to our holy mother Mary, Queen of Ireland to graciously intercede for us 

before Our Heavenly Father to save us from the ravages of this disease and from all evil. 

Mural behind the altar of the Basilica of Our Lady of Knock. 

Throughout the Coronavirus Lockdown, Monsignor 

Lorcan O’Brien and Father Gerard Ryan, S.J. have cel-

ebrated the Daily Mass on behalf of our parishioners, 

assisted by Deacon Ted Clement in the presence of our 

dedicated Sacristan Tony MacDonald in the locked 

church. After each mass, the church is unlocked to al-

low private prayer (see Mass Times above!). An inter-

net-enabled camera (webcam) was installed to enable 

parishioners to view and participate in Mass each Sun-

day (11am) and mourners to view Funeral Masses 

which have been attendance-restricted due to HSE so-

cial-distance requirements. When we resume our regu-

lar schedule of Masses, baptisms, weddings and other 

church services, we will be required to observe gov-

ernment-mandated attendance and physical distancing 

requirements. We ask you to be patient and under-

standing with your parish ministers and each other as 

we all try to figure out the various intricacies of imple-

menting the necessary safeguards and do our utmost to 

keep each other safe.  

Lamb of God, have mercy on us!  

Queen of Ireland pray for us!  

St. Joseph, pray for us!  

St. John the Evangelist, pray for us! 

Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 2020  

This year, in a time of social distancing, we will pray the Novena to the Most 

Sacred Heart of Jesus at 9:15 am each day from Thursday, June 11 to the Feast of 

the Sacred Heart on Friday June 19 as a webcast. We have beautiful new prayer 

cards with a condensed version of the Traditional Novena available for collection 

at the Church. The devotion to the Sacred Heart is one of the most widely-

practiced and well-known Catholic devotions. Please join us in prayer to Thank 

God for His “boundless and passionate love for mankind” wherever you may be! 
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Mass Times:  Sunday Mass broadcasted live 11am on our webcam at  www.donnybrookparish.ie 

                  Currently there are no public Sunday or Weekday Masses  

         Church is open for private prayer Mon-Sat 9am to 6pm, Sun 12pm-6pm  (subject to change.)  

https://www.donnybrookparish.ie/webcam
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

‘’’I rejoiced when I heard them say let us go to God’s House’ (Psalm 121) 

 

Thank God the lockdown is ending. I hope you have all been safe and well. It was so sad not to be able 

to celebrate together Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, First Communion and Confirmation. We are very 

grateful to parishioner Niall Loftus who enabled us to live stream Holy Week Ceremonies and Sunday 

Mass on our parish website until we got our webcam installed. Throughout the lockdown, thanks to our 

parish staff and volunteers, our Church has been open everyday for private prayer. The many who attend-

ed the Church kept our parish Church alive as a place of prayer. Thank God for the wonderful weather. 

 

We can open the doors of our Church again for Mass, beginning on Monday 29th June, the Feast of St. 

Peter and Paul. Our first Sunday Mass will be the 6 p.m. evening Mass on Saturday 4th of July and we 

will have our regular Sunday Schedule of Masses, 9, 10.30, 12, 5.30 p.m., with confessions on Saturdays 

after 10 Mass and 6 p.m. Mass. We will also be able celebrate Baptism and Marriage and plan for Com-

munion and Confirmation. 

 

Our lockdown began very dramatically but very happily. A couple, who had re-arranged their wedding 

on a number of occasions due to circumstances outside their control, were to marry on Saturday the 21st 

of March. The lockdown was announced on the 19th . They rang me that evening to ask if they could get 

married that night. I was delighted to oblige and they married at 10.30 p.m. It was a privilege to share 

their joy. 

 

Restrictions are still necessary. We all have to exercise personal responsibility and common sense and 

observe Covid-19 hygiene etiquette and physical distancing. A team of people are planning and preparing 

the Church for public Masses so that it is as safe as possible a place to come for Mass. We already have 

hand sanitizers at the entrances and exits. We will be marking out the Church indicating where we can 

and cannot sit, directional signs for moving around the Church at Mass and entry only and exit only doors 

(except of course in emergencies). We are preparing an information sheet for everyone on the protocols 

we will be requested to observe so that we can celebrate Mass safely and well. I’m afraid the restrictions 

are another set- back to congregational singing. 

 

It will be wonderful to be Church again, an assembly of disciples of Jesus, the Body of Christ and pray 

together the next line of Psalm 121, 

 ‘and now our feet are standing within your gates’. 

You were missed! It will be wonderful to gather together again at the table of the Lord! 

Mgr Lorcan O’Brien 

Willing your Parish Well 
When making your Will consider making a bequest to your parish. 

Your bequest will help to sustain the Church, which is part of your 

life today, for the next generation, and will be a great encouragement to those who come  

after you.  

Think of the future and Will your parish well. 
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Donnybrook Schools 

St. Mary’s National School, Teresian Junior and Senior 

Schools participated in the annual Emmanual Laudate 

Church Music Festival at Donnybrook Parish Thurs-

day, March 5th  

St. Mary’s National School celebrated Mass on Grandpar-

ents Day, Friday, January 31 

A Grandparent is a little bit parent, 
a little bit teacher,  

and a little bit best friend! 
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Thanks to the skills of Marie Therese Joy, we have exquisite custom-made altar cloths and coverings for all the 

altars in our Church. Note the re-purposed procession canopy in the bottom left photo with the Lamb of God! 

Altar Décor  

We wish to thank Jaqui Smyth 

who has been decorating our al-

tars for the last 20 years! Thanks 

also to our volunteer Flower 

Team: Annemarie Finnegan, 

Bernie Tiernan, Mairead 

Downes and Deirdre O'Neill 

who ensure that each week we 

have beautiful flowers decorat-

ing our altars! They also trim 

and water during the week. 
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Lovely Lilies 
We wish to thank parishioner Anne Taylor of Belmont Avenue for donating these lilies from her garden! 

Her late husband Bill grew them for many years especially for decorating the altars of Donnybrook Parish. 

...performed several times on the last Sunday of each month Dec-Feb at 

the 5:30 Mass providing a spiritually uplifting treat for our parishioners! 

  



 

 www.donnybrookparish.ie 6 

Parish Office is open! 

We will eventually get used to many strange sights in this weird 

post-COVID world! It appears that Oonagh O’Toole, our beloved 

parish secretary, is very unfortunately incarcerated, but until her 

new office in the Pastoral Center is completed, she has established 

a “window service” (with great “social-distancing”, by the way!) 

for our parishioners in the 

basement of the old  building 

behind our new  almost ready 

Pastoral Center! 

Ash Wednesday 

The Student Council of St. Mary’s 

National School administered ashes 

to the foreheads of their classmates 

at a special Mass at the school on 

Wednesday, February 26. 

Parishioner David Kennedy, visits Oonagh, (behind bars) who is 

“Open for business” !  

The parish office is open Tues, Thurs and Fri 9:30am to 1pm.  

Pastoral Center 

Our new Pastoral Center is almost complete and nearly ready for occupancy! 

The builder is working on final “fit and finish” & training parish staff. 
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Venerable Mary Aikenhead 
 

Donnybrook Parish celebrated the 233rd birthday of the founder of the Religious Sisters of Charity, Mary 

Aikenhead on January 19th by inviting members of her order, our very own Pastoral Sister, Fiona Corway, 

R. S. C. and Sister Elish to speak at Weekend Masses about her life 

and accomplishments, and those of her world-wide congregation. 

Mary Aikenhead was born in Cork in 1787. She was profoundly influ-

enced by the Gospel story of the poor beggar Lazarus dying at the gate 

of the rich man and founded the Religious Sisters of Charity in 1815 to 

help “the suffering poor”; those who, like Lazarus, were sick, hungry, 

cold and penniless and had no one 

to turn to. Two hundred years later, 

in March 2015, Pope Francis de-

clared Mary Aikenhead venerable, 

putting her one step closer to saint-

hood.   When Mary Aikenhead set 

up her Congregation, there were just 

over 100 Religious Sisters in the 

whole of Ireland, all of whom lived 

as contemplatives “cloistered” be-

hind convent walls. Mary asked 

Rome for permission for her Sisters 

to take a fourth vow of ‘Service of 

the Poor’, enabling them to visit 

poor people in their own homes, 

provide education for poor children 

and establish medical facilities for 

those in need of health care. Today there are congregations of Religious Sisters of Charity in Ireland, Eng-

land, Scotland, Australia, the United States of America, Zambia, Malawi, Nigeria and Venezuela. 

The Mary Aikenhead Day Centre located across the street from Energia Stadium, ministers to senior citi-

zens and hosts a “Meals on Wheels” outreach which brings a hot meal to our elderly neighbors throughout 

Dublin each weekday. The tomb of venerable Mary Akenhead (see photo above) is located not 600 meters 

from our Church here in Donnybrook. May she intercede for us during these challenging times!  

Mary Aikenhead pray for us! 

Do This in Memory 

On May 16, the parish hosted a (webcast) Mass for 

those students enrolled in the 

“Do This in Memory” Program 

for First Holy Communion 

which was postponed along with 

Confirmation until September 

this year. These sacraments will 

be celebrated in September. 

Dates and times will be an-

nounced soon! Molly O’Connell 

from St. Mary’s Class 5 (Left) 

sang for the Mass! 

https://www.irishcentral.com/homepage/st-patrick-was-never-canonized-a-saint-by-the-catholic-church-118153804-238171911
https://www.irishcentral.com/homepage/st-patrick-was-never-canonized-a-saint-by-the-catholic-church-118153804-238171911
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Parish office 

Parish Centre (temporary location  in 

basement of presbytery in rear car-park) 

Office Hours: 

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 1.00 pm 

Parish Secretary: Oonagh O’Toole 

Tel 269 3926           E-Mail: 

secretary@donnybrookparish.ie 

Communications 
Team— new members 
welcome 

We are currently looking to 

form a Communications Team 

to take responsibility for the 

newsletter as part of a wider role 

in co-ordinating 

communications by and within 

our parish, in print and on-line. 

Anyone interested in helping 

with this ministry can contact 

Paul at communications@ 

donnybrookparish.ie 

. 

Ministry Team 

Monsignor Lorcan O’Brien, 

Administrator, Tel: 087 2408975 

obrienlorcan@donnybrookparish.ie 

Fr. Pat Sheary SJ, Curate,  

Tel: 01 2180255 

Fr. Conor Harper SJ, Parish 

Chaplain, Tel: 01 2180244 

charper@clongowes.net 

Fr. John Boyers, Parish Chaplain 

Tel: 01 6684356 

Rev. Ted Clement, Deacon 

Tel: (089) 608 1194 

Sister Fiona Corway RSC 

Tel: (086) 169 7677 

Funerals 

We extend the sympathy of our parish family 

to the families of all those who recently died: 

Dr. Katharine Clancy Eithne Blake 

Brian Whelan  James O’Neill 

Denise Moloney Romize Aboud 

Carmel Cogan  Collette 

BuckleyWilliam Fox Valerie Lewis 

Desmond O’Halloran Margaret Moore 

Mary Aungier  Brigid O’Shea  

Joan Horan Mary O’Shea         Bernadette Baker 

Patrick Kelly          Thomas Nicholson         James Gardiner  

James Brennan          Pauleen Roche         Edward Gleeson  

Noel Byrne          Robert Hankey         Marie Mahady 

Thomas Hardiman         Mary Kelly         Gerard Brady 

Margaret Davis 

Baptisms 

We welcome with great joy those recently 

baptised into our Christian Community: 

 

Tatianna Maglangit Thomas Kennedy  

Ben Fitzgerald  Tadhg Convery  

Zion Sabiniano-Benedicto 

Oliver McLaughlin Harry Whelan  

Eugene O’Reilly Luke Kirwan  

Indie Mulligan  Marlow Cary  

 

 

(Left: Lector Annemarie 

Finnegan reads at Mass; 

Right; Choir Director and 

Cantor Catherine Killoran 

sings at the Novena to the 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

as well as Sunday Masses 

during the social lock-

down.) 

Lent & Easter 2020  

This year, the final weeks of Lent, Holy Week and the 

Easter Season occurred during Ireland’s Social 

Lockdown. The restriction of large gatherings meant 

celebrating Masses closed to the public. An internet 

enabled camera (webcam) was installed so parishioners 

could view and participate from their homes. 

 

(Left: Mgsr Lorcan gives a meditation on Good Friday; Right: 

Deacon Ted extinguishes the Pascal Candle at the end of Mass on 

Pentecost Sunday.) 


