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Accepting Responsibility 
 

 
 
Parents are asked to accept responsibility for handing on the 
faith to their child.  The child is named with the Sign of the 
Cross and welcomed into the family of the Church. 

 
Priest:  We will be known by our name in this life and in 

eternity. By giving our children a name we give 
them an identity. So I ask you what names have you 
chosen for your child? 
 

Parents:  We have chosen (N)…………………… 
   
Priest:  Is it your wish that your child should be a member 

of the Christian family? 
   
Parents:  Yes, that is our wish. 
   
Priest:  You have asked to have your child baptised.  In 

doing so, you are accepting the responsibility of 
training him / her in the practice of our faith. 
It will be your duty to bring him / her up to keep 
God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by loving 
God and our neighbour. Do you clearly understand 
what you are undertaking? 

   
Parents:  We do 
   
Priest:  Godparents, are you willing to help these parents 

in their duty as Christian mothers and fathers? 
   
Godparents:  We are willing 
   
Priest:  Do all of you here, family and friends, promise to 

offer these parents and their child (children) the 
support of a community which is inspired by the 
love of Jesus? 

   
All:  We promise.
   
Priest:  N. This Christian community welcomes you with 

great joy. In its name, I claim you for Christ our 
Saviour by the Sign of his Cross I now trace on 
your forehead, and I invite your parents and 
godparents to do the same.  
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The Word of God 

 
 

 
1st  Reading  
(See selection below)  
 
 
Psalm  
(See selection below)  
 
 
2nd Reading 
(See selection below)  

 
The Gospel Reading  
(See selection below)  
 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you 
All:  And also with you
   
Priest:  A reading from the Holy  Gospel according 

to N…… 
All:  Glory to you Lord
 
 

Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Priest:  Let us ask Our Lord Jesus Christ to look with love on 

this child (these children) about to be baptised, on 
their parents, godparents, and on all baptised 
people. 
 

Family 
member 

 (Please choose three or four prayers from the  
selection below  and feel free to add your own appropriate 
prayers)  
 

 

 
For 

Readings, 
Psalms and 

Gospels, and 
Prayers of 

the Faithful, 
please go to 
the relevant 

appendix 
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Litany of the Saints 
Following the prayers of the faithful, we call on the saints who have gone ahead of us on this 
journey of faith, and who are very close to God. We ask for their help for this child (these 
children) who are about to be Baptised. 
 
 
Priest:  Since we believe that we are related to the Saints, we 

ask them to help us. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God Response: Pray for us 
St John the Baptist Response: Pray for us 
St Joseph Response: Pray for us 
St Peter Response: Pray for us 
St Paul Response: Pray for us 
St Patrick Response: Pray for us 
St Brigid Response: Pray for us 
St Colmcille Response: Pray for us 
St Kevin Response: Pray for us 
St Laurence O’Toole Response: Pray for us 
St Catherine Response: Pray for us 
St Francis of Assisi Response: Pray for us 
St Veronica Response: Pray for us 
St Therese of Lisieux Response: Pray for us 
St Vincent de Paul Response: Pray for us 
St Oliver Plunkett Response: Pray for us 
Add patron saints of child Response: Pray for us 
All holy men and women Response: Pray for us 
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Prayer and Anointing 
 

We ask God to free the child (children) from the effects of 
Original Sin and from the power of evil, and to help him/her 
choose what is good.  The child (children) is (are) anointed on 
the chest with the Oil of Catechumens, which gives strength to 
grow and live like Christ. 

 
Priest:  Almighty God, you sent your only Son to cast out 

the power of Satan the spirit of evil, to rescue us 
from the kingdom of darkness, and to bring us into 
your kingdom of light.  We now pray for this child. 
Set him / her fre from original sin, make him / her 
a temple of your glory, and send your Holy Spirit 
to live with him / her.  
 

  We ask this through Christ our Lord 
   
All:  Amen 
   
Priest:  We anoint you with the oil of salvation in the name 

of Christ our Saviour.  May he strengthen you with 
his power – who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

   
All:  Amen 
 



 
 

Page    
 
 

          6 

 
The Blessing of Water 

 

 
 
 

We now ask God’s blessing on this water, and to bless this child 
(these children) who will be baptised into new life through this 
water and the gift of the Holy Spirit 
 
 
Priest:  Father, God of mercy, through the water of baptism, 

you have filled us with life as your very own 
children. 

   
All:  Blessed be God forever

 
Priest:  From all who are baptised in water and the Holy 

Spirit, you have formed one people, united in your 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

   
All:  Blessed be God forever
   
Priest:  You have set us free and filled our hearts with the 

Spirit of your love, that we may live in your 
peace. 

   
All:  Blessed be God forever
   
Priest:  You call those who are baptised to witness to your 

Word in our families, our communities and to people 
everywhere in the world. 

   
All:  Blessed be God forever
   
Priest:  You have called your children to this cleansing 

water and new birth that by sharing the faith of 
your Church, they may have eternal life.  Bless 
this water in which they will be baptised. 
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord 

   
All:  Amen  
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The Profession of Faith 
 

This child (these children) will be baptised into the faith of 
the Church represented by the parents, families, and this 
community.  This is a time for us to renew our faith as members 
of the Christian community. 
 
Priest:  Dear parents, godparents and friends, 

 
You have asked to have your child (children) 
baptised.  By water and the Holy Spirit your child 
(children) will receive the gift of new life from 
God who is love.   
 
On your part, you must make it your constant care 
to bring him / her up in the practice of the faith. 
See that the life which God gives him / her is kept 
safe from the poison of sin, and allowed the 
opportunity to grow stronger in his / her heart. 
 
If your faith makes you ready to accept this 
responsibility, renew now the vows of your own 
baptism. Reject sin; profess your faith in Christ 
Jesus. This is the faith of the Church; the faith 
in which this child is about to be baptised.  

   
Priest:  Do you reject Satan?  
   
All:  We do.  
   
Priest:  And all his works?  
   
All:  We do.  
   
Priest:  And all his empty promises?  
   
All:  We do.  
   
Priest:  Do you believe in God the Father almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth? 
   
All:  We do believe. 
   
Priest:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our 

Lord, who was born of the virgin Mary, was
crucified, died and was buried, rose from the dead, 
and is now seated at the right hand of the Father? 

   
All:  We do believe. 
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Priest:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 

catholic Church, the Communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body 
and life everlasting? 

   
All:  We do believe. 
   
Priest:  This is our faith.  This is the faith of the 

Church.  We are proud to profess it in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  May the Holy Spirit be 
with us to guide and strengthen us as we take on 
the responsibility of Christian parents, godparents 
and community. 

   
   

 
Baptism 

 

 
 

The priest addresses the congregation 
 

Priest:  Is it your wish that this child of yours should be 
baptised in the faith of the Church we have 
professed? 

   
All:  Yes, that is our wish.
   
Priest:  [Name] I baptise you in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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Anointing with Chrism 

 
The child is anointed on the head with the Oil of Chrism, as a 
sign of a special commission.  Jesus is the anointed one, 
commissioned to bring about the Kingdom of God.  Every Christian 
shares this commission to build God’s Kingdom of love, justice 
and peace in our world. 
 
 
Priest:  God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, has freed 

you from sin, given you a new birth by water and 
the Holy Spirit and welcomed you into his Holy 
People.  He now anoints you  with the Chrism of 
salvation.  As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet 
and King, so may you live as a member of his body, 
sharing everlasting life. 

   
All:  Amen 

 
Clothing in White 

 
 
Priest:  NAME you have become a New Creation, clothed in 

Christ.  See in these white clothes the outward 
sign of your Christian dignity.  With your family 
and friends to help you by word and example, may 
you bring that dignity unstained into everlasting 
life. 

   
All:  Amen 
 
 

Presentation of Baptism Candle 
 
 
Priest:  Receive the light of Christ. 

 
Parents, godparents and family; this light is 
entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly.  Your 
child has been enlightened by Christ.  May he/she 
walk always as a child of that light.  May he / she 
keep the flame of faith  alive in his/her heart. 
When the Lord comes, may he/she go out to meet him 
with all the saints in heaven. 
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Touching of Ears and Mouth 
 
 
 
Priest:  The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb 

speak.  May he soon open your ears to receive his 
word and your mouth to  proclaim your  faith in 
Him, to the praise and glory of God the Father. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 
 
Priest:  This child has now been christened.  He/she is a 

child of God our Father and a member of the Church 
in this Christian community.  It is  a beginning of 
a journey of life.  Please God, you will have the 
joy of being with your child  on First Communion 
Day, and see him / her take on a mature and adult 
Christian commitment on Confirmation Day, when the 
fullness of God’s Holy Spirit will be given. 
 
Let us pray together as children of God’s family as 
Jesus has taught us. 

   
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven 

hallowed be Thy name 
Thy kingdom come 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
Amen 
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Blessings 
For the Mother 
Priest:  God the Father, through His Son, the Virgin Mary’s 

child, has brought joy to all Christian mothers as 
they see the hope of eternal life shine on their 
children. May he bless you (Name), the mother of 
this child. Just as you now give thanks for the 
gift of your child, may you always be one with him 
/ her in thanking God forever in heaven, in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

   
All:  Amen 
   
For the Father 
Priest:  God is the giver of life, human and divine.  May 

he bless you (Name) the father of this child. 
Together with (Name), you will the first teachers 
of your child in the ways of faith.  May you also 
be the best teachers, bearing witness to the faith 
by what you say and do, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

   
All:  Amen 
 
 
For Brothers and Sisters 
Priest:  God is the source and origin of all family life. 

May he bless (Names) the sister(s) and brother(s) 
of this child.  May they show him/her the way of 
Christ, and always be his/her good friend, leading 
them closer to the family of God: Father, Son and 
Spirit. 

   
All:  Amen 
 
For the Godparents, Grandparents and Friends 
Priest:  God has blessed us with friends and neighbours who 

form with us one family in faith. May God who 
gathers us into one bless the grandparents, god-
parents, relatives neighbours and friends who have 
joined us today to pray for (Name).  
 
May their friendship and prayers support this child 
and his / her family throughout their lives. 

   
All:  Amen 
 
The newly baptised child (children) will have his/her (their) 
name(s) inscribed in the Baptismal Register as member(s) of the 
Catholic Church.  
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Scripture Readings 
 

Old Testament Readings 
 
1. A reading from the prophet Isaiah    44: 1-3 
 
 Hear, O Jacob my servant, 

Israel whom I have chosen! 
Thus says the Lord who made you, 
who formed you from the womb and will help you; 
Fear not, O Jacob my servant, 
Jeshurun whom I have chosen. 
For I will pour water on the thirsty land, 
and streams on the dry ground; 
I will pour my Spirit upon my descendants, 
and my blessing on your offspring. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God 
 

2. A reading from the book of Exodus    17: 3-7 
 
 But tormented by thirst, the people complained against 

Moses.  “Why did you bring us out of Egypt?” they said.  
“Was it that I should die of thirst, my children too, and 
my cattle?”  Moses appealed to Yahweh.  “How am I to deal 
with this people?” he said,  “a little more and they will 
stone me!”  Yahweh said to Moses, “Take with you some of 
the elders of Israel and move on to the forefront of the 
people; take in your hand the staff with which you struck 
the river, and go.  I shall be standing before you there on 
the rock at Horeb.  You must strike the rock, and water 
will flow from it for the people to drink.”  This is what 
Moses did, in the sight of the elders of Israel.  The place 
was named Massah and Meribah because of the grumblings of 
the sons of Israel and because they put Yahweh to the test 
by saying, “Is Yahweh with us, or not?” 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God 
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3. A reading from the prophet Ezekiel    36: 24-28 
 
 The Lord says this: I am going to take you from among the 

nations and gather you together from all the foreign 
countries, and bring you home to your own land.  I shall 
pour clean water over you and you will be cleansed; I shall 
cleanse you of all your defilement and all your idols.  I 
shall give you a new heart, and put a new spirit in you; I 
shall remove the heart of stone from your bodies and give 
you a heart of flesh instead.  I shall put my spirit in 
you, and make  you keep my laws and sincerely respect my 
observances.  You will live in the land which I gave your 
ancestors.  You shall be my people and I will be your God. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
4. A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  47: 1-9. 12 
  
 The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple, where a 

stream came out from under the Temple threshold and flowed 
eastwards, since the Temple faced east.  The water flowed 
from under the right side of the Temple, south of the 
altar.  He took me out by the north gate and led me right 
round outside as far as the outer east gate where the water 
flowed out on the right-hand side.  The man went to the 
east holding his measuring line and measured off a thousand 
cubits; he then made me wade across the stream; the water 
reached my ankles.  He measured off another thousand and 
made me wade across the stream again; the water reached my 
knees.  He measured off another thousand and made me wade 
across again; the water reached my waist.  He measured off 
another thousand; it was now a river which I could not 
cross; the stream had swollen and was now deep water, a 
river impossible to cross.  He then said, ‘Do you see, son 
of man?’  He took me further, then brought me back to the 
bank of the river.  When I got back, there were many trees 
on each bank of the river.  He said, ‘This water flows east 
down to the Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into the sea 
it makes its waters wholesome.  Wherever the river flows, 
all living creatures teeming in it will live.  Fish will be 
very plentiful, for wherever the water goes it brings 
health, and life teems wherever the river flows.  Along the 
river, on either bank, will grow every kind of fruit tree 
with leaves that never wither and fruit that never fails; 
they will bear new fruit every month, because this water 
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comes from the sanctuary.  And their fruit will be good to 
eat and the leaves medicinal.’ 

 
This is the word of the Lord 

 
ALL: Thanks be to God 

 
  
 
Responsorial Psalms 
 
1. Psalm 22 
 

Response to the reading: 
 
 The Lord is my Shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 
 

i The Lord is my shepherd; 
 there is nothing I shall want. 
 Fresh and green are the pastures 
 where he gives me repose. 
 Near restful waters he leads me, 
 to revive my drooping spirit. 
 Response 
 
ii He guides me along the right path; 
 he is true to his name. 
 If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
 no evil would I fear. 
 You are there with your crook and staff; 
 with these you give me comfort. 
    

Response 
 
iii You have prepared a banquet for me 
 in the sight of my foes. 
 My head you have anointed with oil; 
 my cup is overflowing. 
 
 Response 
 
iv Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
 all the days of my life. 
 In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
 for ever and ever. 

 
Response 
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2. Psalm 33 
 

Response to the reading:  
 
Look towards the Lord and be  radiant. 

 
 or  
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
 i I will bless the Lord at all times, 
  his praise always on my lips;  
  in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
  The humble shall hear and be glad. 

 
 Response 

 
 ii Look towards him and be radiant; 
  Let your faces not be abashed. 
  This poor man called; the Lord heard him 
  and rescued him from all his distress. 
 
  Response 
 
 iii The angel of the Lord is encamped 
  around those who revere him, to rescue them. 
  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
  He is happy who seeks refuge in him. 
 
  Response 
    
 iv Then keep your tongue from evil 
  and your lips from speaking deceit. 
  Turn aside from evil and do good; 
  Seek and strive after peace. 
 

Response  
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3. Psalm 26 
 

Response to the reading: 
 
The Lord is my light and my help. 
     
or 

 
Wake up from your sleep, rise from the dead, and Christ 
will shine on you. 

 
i The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of  my life; 
before whom shall I shrink? 
 
Response 
 

 ii There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
for this I long, 
to live in the house of the Lord, 
all the days of my life, 
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 
to behold his temple. 

 
Response 

 
 iii It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 

hide not your face. 
Dismiss not your servant in anger; 
you have been my help. 
 
Response  
 

 iv I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 
in the land of the living. 
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 
Hope in the Lord. 

 
Response 
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New Testament Readings 
 
1. A reading from the 1st letter of Paul to the Corinthians 12: 
12-13 
 
 Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, 

is a single unit because all these parts, though many, make 
one body, so it is with Christ.  In the one Spirit we were 
all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as 
citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God 

 
 
2. A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians  

 4: 1-6 
 
 I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you therefore to lead 

a life worthy of your vocation.  Bear with one another 
charitably, in complete selflessness, gentleness and 
patience.  Do all you can to preserve the unity of the 
Spirit by the peace that binds you together.  There is one 
Body, one Spirit, just as you were all called into one and 
the same hope when you were called.  There is one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of all, over 
all, through all and within all. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God 

 
 
3. A readingfrom the 1st letter of Peter   2: 9-10 

 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated 
nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God who 
called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.  
Once you were not a people at all and now you are the 
People of God; once you were outside the mercy and now you 
have been given mercy. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God 
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4. A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans   6: 

3-5 
 
 When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised in 

his death; in other words, when we were baptised we went 
into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so that as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we 
too might live a new life. 

 
 If in union with Christ, we have imitated his death, we 

shall also imitate him in his resurrection. 
 

This is the word of the Lord ALL: Thanks be to God 
 

 
5. A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans    8: 

28-32 
 
 We know that by turning everything to their good, God co-

operates with all those who love him, with all those that 
he has called according to his purpose.  They are the ones 
he chose specially long ago and intended to become true 
images of his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of 
many brothers.  He called those he intended for this; those 
he called he justified, and with those he justified he 
shared his glory. 

 
 After saying this, what can we add?  With God on our side 

who can be against us?  Since God did not spare his own 
Son, but gave him up to benefit us all, we may be certain, 
after such a gift, that he will not refuse anything he can 
give. 

 
This is the word of the Lord  ALL: Thanks be to God 
 
 

6. A reading from the letter of  Paul to the Galatians  3: 
26-28 

 
 You are, all of you, sons of God through faith in Christ 

Jesus.  All baptised in Christ, you have all clothed 
yourselves in Christ, and there are no more distinctions 
between Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female, but 
all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Readings 
 
 
1. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John   9: 

1-7 
 

As he went along, Jesus saw a man who had been blind from 
birth.  His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, for him to have been born blind?’  
‘Neither he nor his parents sinned,’ Jesus answered, ‘he 
was born blind so that the works of God might be displayed 
in him.’ 
 

‘As long as the day lasts 
I must carry out the work of the one who sent me; 
the night will soon be here when no one can work. 
As long as I am in the world 
I am the light of the world.’ 

 
Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with 
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man, and 
said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name 
that means ‘sent’).  So the blind man went off and washed 
himself, and came away with his sight restored. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 
 

2. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John   7: 
37-39 

 
Jesus cried out: 
 

‘If any man is thirsty, let him come to me! 
Let the man come and drink who believes in me!’ 

 
As scripture says: From his breast shall flow fountains of 
living water.  He was speaking of the Spirit which those 
who believed in him were to receive. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
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3. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew  22: 
35-40 
 

To disconcert Jesus, one of the Pharisees,  a lawyer, put a 
question, ‘Master, which is the greatest commandment of the 
Law?’  Jesus said, ‘You must love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  
This is the greatest and the first commandment.  The second 
resembles it.  You must love your neighbour as yourself.  
On these two commandments hang the whole Law, and the 
Prophets also.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
4. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew    28: 
18-20 
 

Jesus came up and spoke to his disciples.  He said, ‘All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, 
therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave 
you.  And know that I am with you always; yes to the end of 
time.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
5. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark   1: 
9-11 
 

Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised in the 
Jordan by John.  No sooner had he come up out of the water 
than he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit, like a 
dove, descending on him.  And a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
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6. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark  10: 13-16 
 

People were bringing little children to Jesus, for him to 
touch them.  The disciples turned them away, but when Jesus 
saw this he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little 
children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs.  I tell you 
solemnly, anyone who does not welcome the Kingdom of God 
like a little child will never enter it.’  Then he put his 
arms round them, laid his hands on them and gave them his 
blessing. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
7. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark  12: 28-34 
 

One of the scribes came up and put a question to Jesus, 
‘Which is the first of all the commandments?’  Jesus 
replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our 
God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind 
and with all your strength.  The second is this:  You must 
love your neighbour as yourself.  There is no commandment 
greater than these.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
8. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John   3: 
1-6 
 

There was one of the Pharisees called Nicodemus, a leading 
Jew, who came to Jesus by night and said, ‘Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher who comes from God; for no one could 
perform the signs that you do unless God were with him.’  
Jesus answered: 

 
‘I tell you most solemnly, 
unless a man is born from above, 
he cannot see the Kingdom of God.’ 
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Nicodemus said, ‘How can a grown man be born?  Can he go 
back into his mother’s womb and be born again?’  Jesus 
replied: 
 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 
unless a man is born through water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the Kingdom of God: 
what is born of the flesh is flesh; 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
9. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John  4: 5-14 
 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the 
land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  Jacob’s well is 
there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by 
the well.  It was about the sixth hour.  When a Samaritan 
woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a 
drink.’  His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.  
The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What?  You are a Jew and 
you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do 
not associate with Samaritans.  Jesus replied: 
 

‘If you only knew what God is offering 
and who it is that is saying to you: 
Give me a drink, 
You would have been the one to ask, 
And he would have given you living water.’ 
 

‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered, ‘and the well is 
deep: how could you get this living water?  Are you a 
greater man than our father Jacob who gave us this well and 
drank from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’   
 
Jesus replied: 
 

‘Whoever drinks this water 
will get thirsty again; 
but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give 
will never be thirsty again: 
the water that I shall give will turn into a spring 
inside him, welling up to eternal life.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
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10. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 6: 44-47 
 

Jesus said to the crowd, 
 

‘No one can come to me  
unless he is drawn by the Fathe who sent me, 
and I will raise him up at the last day. 
It is written in the prophets: 
They will all be taught by God: 
and to hear the teaching of the Father, 
and learn from it, 
is to come to me. 
Not that anybody has seen the Father, 
except the one who comes from God: 
He has seen the Father. 
I tell you most solemnly, 
everybody who believes has eternal life.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
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Prayers of the Faithful 

 
 

Please select 4 – 6 prayers from the selection below  
on separate selection sheet provided. 

 
1. We pray that this child (these children) baptised today will 

always receive the loving and joyful support of our parish 
community.   
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 

  

2. We pray for expectant mothers, and parents hoping for a 
baby, that their dream of a healthy child may become a 
reality. 
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 

  

3. We thank you Lord for our parents and all those who handed 
on the faith to us. 
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 

  

4. We pray for our friends and relatives who have gone before 
us in faith, and also for children who have died around the 
time of birth: that all whom we’ve lost, will pass from 
death to new life. 
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 

  

5. We pray that we may all become more tolerant and 
understanding of the cultural and ethnic diversity in our 
society today. 
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 
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6. We pray for all birth mothers who have had to relinquish 
their children, that they may find peace, love and 
happiness. 
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 

  
 
  
7. We pray that all present today will respond fully to the 

call of their baptism, and accept the grace to remain open 
to God’s call of service to one another. 
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 

  

8. We pray that parents will strive to make their homes places 
where children learn about the precious love of God. 
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 

  

9. We pray for young people: that they may persevere in hope, 
trusting in God’s faithfulness to them as they search for 
deeper meaning in life.  
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 

  

10. We pray for wisdom for parents and educators, that they may 
know how to hand on the faith to children. 
 
Lord hear us 
(All) Lord graciously hear us 

 
 


